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| Lars APOLOGY. 
DE THE 5 

Pre. Jnterians in Scotland, 

Who keep Cou u uN TON in the O R- 

DIN AN CES of the GOSPEL with 


Mr. GEORGE VHITE FIELD, 
a PRIEST of the Church of England. 
1 SHE WING, | 
That ſuch a Practice is not juſtifiable by the Prin- 
ciples and Practice of the Church of Scotland, 
from the Reformation to this Day, nor by the 
Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, Solemn League 
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| N DAH en, | 

Mr. WaiTEFiELD's Religion, Orthodoxy, and moral 
Character, are ſet in a proper Light, by Collections 

from his own printed Perforhmances | 
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don ſome Remarks upon it. 


A 


FLEE TER &. 


w Am greatly obliged to you, for your Care in ſen- 
ding me ſuch Pamphlets as come out now and . 
then, relative to Matters in Agitation among you; 

I incline not you ſhould be at the Charge of 
them; but, ſince you have been ſo. kind, tho' I 
am not fond to write Miſſives concerning theſe 
Things, you lay me under Obligations a little to an- 
{wer your Demands. At this Time, I ſhall, and 
muſt confine myſelf to the Apology for the Hearers of 

Mr. Whitefield. It were not, in my Opinion, a difficult 
Taſk to anſwer it to ſome good Purpoſe, and to detect 
all the Author's Miſtakes; but this J am not to pretend 
to do; I wiſh it were done by them who have more A- 
bility and Leiſure than I have: But, as a thankful 
Gratification to you, I ſhall offer to your Conſidera- 


* 


I expected the Author would have extended his Apo- 
logy for the Employers, as well as the Hearers of Mr. 
Whitefield; and I think they ſhould have been firſt a- 
pologized for; but he hath either left that to be under- 
ſtood, or found it more difficult to vindicate Preſbyte- 
rian Miniſters, who have written for, and employed a 
profeſs'd Prieft of the Church of England, than to a- 


pologize for the People that have been Hearers of him, 


waom their Miniſters employed. It was perhaps dif- 
ficult to defend thoſe Preſbyterian Miniſters and Elders, 
who, in Judicatures, and elſewhere, have been among 

the loudeſt Complainers, becauſe of the decline of Preſ- 
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Sh A 
bytery in our Land, yet have invited Mr. W}:itefeld, 
who preaches an Indifferency about the Government of 
Chriſt's Houſe: Perhaps they have changed their Prin- 
Ciples, and ſeen the Folly of their former Zeal ; which, 


if it be, I wiſh the Apologiſt had told ſo much, and 


then we had known that we had to do with Men of o- 
ther Principles than our old Friends once were. I wiſh 
theſe Gentlemen had changed their Principles ſooner, 
and had not of late Years troubled the Country with 
their Miſſives of the Church's being in Danger, when 
ſome Things before the National Aſſemblies were de- 
cided and inacted in a Way hurtful to our Preſpyterian 
Government. Others, whom they looked upon as the 


lax, Latitudinarian Party, acted a more conſiſtent Part, 


than they, who, after all their pretended Struggles to 


the contrary, have fairly confeſſed narrow Views; and 


therefore invited the ſtrolling Prieſt to cure them. I re- 
fer for this, to the Letter inviting Mr. Wh:zefeld firſt 
to Scotland, annexed to the Friendly Caution to the Se- 
ceders. The Inviters of this Gentleman could not be 
Strangers to Mr. Vhitęfield's Latitudinarian Principles; 
and therefore it may be modeſtly queſtioned, if one of 
ſuch Principles was a fit Phyſician for Men of a narrow 
Way of thinking. If a Phyſician cannot cure me of 
a Diſeaſe, without infecting me with another more, at 
leaſt equally, dangerous, I ſhould not thank them who 


had provided me with ſuch a Phyſician. How far Mr. 


Whitefield hath the Art of a Quack, inſtead of a ſkilful 
Phyſician, any verſed in his Meaſures, that thought it 
worth their Pains, might ſhew, without much Labour, 
I had almoſt ſaid, Knowledge and Learning ; but this 


I think his Votaries will not be ſo briſk as to threep 


upon him. = | 
I am heartily ſorry for the narrow Way of thinking, 
and unaccountable Way of doing, that is with ſome of 
the worthy Miniſters of the Seceſſion, who forbid Com- 


munion with ſuch Minifters as are not one Whit be- 


hind themſelves, in witneſſing againſt prevailing Evils, 
and the Defections of the Church of Scotland; but I 
never expected that ſome Miniſters and Elders, becauſe 
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the 


of their Extremes, would have given up with all their 


former Contendings, and have invited, imployed, and 
careſſed, a Subverter of our Government, as it would 
ſeem, for this End, to break the Seceders. But let the 
Seceders thank themſelves, who were the firſt Inviters, 
and Employers of Mr. Whitefield, and whoſe Conduct 


with reſpect to him offends, 1 think, as true Preſbyte- 


rians as themſelves, in that it is ſome Years ſince they 
were warned to beware of him. I do not, as others, 
complain of their making it a Reaſon of Mourning, 
that an Exgliſb Prieſt gets ſuch Countenance among 
Preſbyterians ; but I am offended, to Indignation, at their 


Manner of laying down that Reaſon, charging the Guilt 


on others, and for Reaſons, of which they themſelves 


were as well appriſed, when they did ſet up ſo fondly 
for him. It had become them well, and would have 
been ſatisfying to many, that they had humbly and 


honeſtly charged this Guilt upon themſelves; for, it 


is Fact, they were the Fir guilty Perſons, and the 10. 
guilty; but, to charge the Fault on others, and for 
{ Reaſons that could not be hid from them, and to take 


no more of the Fault to themſelves, but that, When 


we converſed with him, he did not anſwer our Ex- 


e peCtation,” is ſuch a bare-fac'd Truckling, that on 
their Account, I both tremble at it, and am aſhamed 


of it. But I muſt break off from this, left I forget 


the Deſign of this Miſſive, tho' this is not from the 


& Purpoſe, it being a Matter ſo inconſiſtent with the 
Extremity of their Seceſſion, ſeparating. from Mini- 


ſters, witneſſing againſt the Defections and Corrup- 
tions of this Church, and againſt the great Wrong and 
Iniquity done to them alſo, when they are carefling, and 
correſponding with Mr. Whitefield, of whom they 
could not but know, that at the Time he pretends to 
preach againſt the doctrinal Corruptions of the Church 
of England, he forbids a Separation from it, and upon 
Matte r.excommunicates them who do ſo, eſteeming 
no more of Scruples about their Worſhip and Govern- 
ment, than of a Controverſy about Meats and Drinks. 
It will be remembred likewiſe, that there was com- 
; MON 


| 3 TY 

mon Acceſs to read the Account of God's Dealings with 
his Soul before a Reverend Miniſter of the Aſſociate 
Preſbytery ſpoke ſo highly of him in his Pulpit, (I do 
not mean the Baggage lately utter'd in a News-Paper,) 
which Expreſſions were utter'd by him, after he had 
heard Mr. Whitefield, which hath made ſome think, 
that ſuch a Speech tended as much to commend him- 


ſelf as Mr. Whitefeld; and yet, after all this, in the 


Reaſons of their Faſt, not to deal candidly! This, 
with their Conduct to Miniſters, who are before-hand 
with them in witneſſing againſt Corrupters; I ſay a- 


gainſt Corrupters, at the Time they were carreſſing | 
moſt ſly Corrupter, hath brought on them a Blot that 


will not be eaſily wiped off. 


But however much theſe good Men have miſtaken | 
their Meaſures, in their countenancing Mr. Whitefield, 


(whom they now reject, and ſhould juſtly ha ve done fo 
ſooner) when yet they are carrying their Seceſſion from 
ſome Miniſters (not inferior tothem in their Contendings 


ſaw the evil of Extremes on one Hand, it might 
have been to them a Caveat againſt Extremes on the 


other. I know no other Meaning that their inviting Þ 
Mr. Whitefield to Scotland, to reclaim ſome from nar- 


row Ways of thinking hath, unleſs it be, Make 
* Haſte, Dear Mr. V hitefield, in coming to Scotland; 


* we look on you as a fit Inſtrument to break the 
cc 


cc 


Supremacy to come and labour among us; or, 
we incline no longer to be contending for the Dil- 
cipline and Government of this Church of Scorland: 
Therefore make Haſte hither to reclaim us from our 
narrow Ways of thinking, and unhappy Debates 
about what you eſteem no otherwiſe than a conten- 


* ding about Meats and Drinks.“ 


«c 


What 


— 


for run-down Preſbytery,) to an Extremity ; this was no 
Warrant for our old profeſs'd Strugglers againſt cor- 
rupt Meaſures, to run to another Extreme, when they 


Seceders, or that now ſome Kind of Independency 
is ſpreading in Scotland; and we want to let the 
World ſee that we are not offended at them, when 
we can go the Length to invite a Creature of the 


What can be the Inviters Meaning about our nar- 
row Ways of thinking? It muſt certainly have a Re- 
ference to one or other of the Things in Debate a- 
mong us. They will not allow that their Ways of 
thinking about the Principles of our common Hope, 
are · peev iſſi and narrow; and therefore I iuppoſe, they 
# want not to be reclaimed from theſe. There are ma- 
ny Debates among us about the Purity of the Wor- 
ſhip, ſince by the 'i'oleration, the Service of the Church 
of England hath prevailed ſo much; ſhall T think, they 
invited Mr. Whzitefietd to Scotland to imooth us into an 
Indifferency about that? I am unwilling to think that 


is their Meaning. It muſt remain, theretore, that they 
lat invite him to Scotland to recluim us from narrow Ways 
of thinking about the Government of the Church. 
en Shall we not ſay that Miniſters and Judicatories for 
4. fome Years have been carrying on a Courſe of Defec- 
lo tion, corrupting the Miniſtry, and ſubverting our Preſ- 
mY byterian Government, but an Zg/:þ Prieſt muſt be 
85 called in to reclaim us from this narrow Way of thin- 
no Þ king? Shall we not give up with Judicatures and Mi- 
NB nifters who are corrupting and ſubverting our eccleſia- 
2 ſtical Government, by taking out a new Right from 


the Magiſtrate to ſit in Judicatures, - but a Prieſt of 
England muſt be called in to reclaim us from theſe nar- 
ng row Ways of thinking, by teaching us to hold Com- 
munion with all profeſſing tne Chriſtian Name of every © 
ke Denomination; or, to uſe his own adopted Words in 
his applauded Extract, Vith & jery Divifion of Chri- 
he Pians? OS 
If TI ſhall ſomewhat excuſe the Apologiſt, for pothering 
he * fo much with the Practice of Preſbyterians, in the dit- 
ferent Periods of Epiſcopacy's obtaining in this Land, 
he that almoſt every profeſs'd Preſbyterian makes more 
: ado with that, than they ſhould. I wiſh all of us would 
i. book more to the Rule of God's Word, than to the 


d: Practice of ſinful Men, except in ſo far as their Prac- 
way tice hath been agreeable to that unerring Rule. If we 
3 would take this Way more; we would, at leaſt, clear 


our Debates of Arguments taken from hiſtorical Nar- 
Es . | rauves, 
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ratives, containing but very perplexed Accounts of the 
State of Things in thoſe Periods to which they refer. 

There are a few Scriptures, if ſtudied, and well un- 
derſtood, might be of great Uſe to direct our Conduct 
towards Miniſters of another Denomination than 
what is Preſbyterian. Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. Matth. 
v. 18. 19. Joh. xiv. 21. Adds ii. 42. Rom. xvi. 17 
ti. 10. Ca ü. It. Se. 1 Cor. ii. 2. 2 
Thef. ii. throughout. And iii. 6. and downward. 1 
Tim. iv. 1, 2. Tit. iii. 10. 1 Fohn iv. 1. to the 7th 
Verſe. 2 Foh. 10. and 11 Verſes. Matth. xxiv. 23. 
to 28. Rev. 2d and 3d Chapters, · and many 
other Places that might be mentioned. I take it for 
granted, I am dealing with Presbyterians, with them 
who believe our Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and 
Government, in their uncorrupted Form, to be agree- 
able to the Word of God; fo that upon theſe Scrip- 
tures, I ſay, that I ought to withdraw from them who 
hold not the Truth according to theſe Scriptures ; 
and if Mr. Whitefeld's Votaries can clear him as not 


- guilty in all, or one or other of theſe Reſpects, they 


vill ſay more for juſtifying the hearing and employ- | 


ing of him, than all they can alledge from the Practice 


of Scotch Presbyterians in any Periods ſince our Refor- 
mation from Popery. For truly in trying and difficult 
Times, very often the beſt of Men have been ftraitned 


what Part to at, and often have aQed ſuch a Part, ; a | 
that if they had ſeen or ſuſpected the Conſequences, j\ 
they would not have ated. And as to the Conduct 


of Presbyterians in the firſt Epiſcopal Period, that ſeems 
not ſo cleared up by any Hiſtory that I have ſeen, as 
Need will require. „ — | 

I ſhall offer now a few Remarks, following the A- 


pologiſt in the Method he lays down; which is firſt to 


ſhew the State and Circumſtances of our Church under 


the Epiſcopacy introduced upon the Reſtoration, where 


he ennumerates ſundry Acts and Deeds well enough 
known to any who enquire into theſe Things. - He ob- 
{erves that the Uſurpation of the State upon the Church, 
the rude Meaſures then taken, the Injuſtice done, m 

| thruſting 


But, Pag. gth, tho' he allows ſomes 


thruſting in immoral and inſufficient Men of the E 
piſcopal Way, made the People refuſe to hear them, 


and to ſuffer the greateſt Hardſhips fox their Recuſaney- = 


dvantage ariſing 


from this Refuſal, he ſpeaks ſuſpiciouſly, as from the 
Opinion of ſome at this Day, if the not hearing the 


11 


4 in their Doctrine, and regular in their Lives, not 


Curates was ſufficient to found ſuch Sufferings upon. 
Now, apply this to the hearing of Mr. Hhiigfeld; if 
the not hearing of him may keep up a Teſtimony a- 
gainſt Epiſcopacy ; were it not good to forbear coun- 
tenancing him, when, he being ſuppoſed ſound in Doc- 
trine, and regular in his Life, People ate in Hazard 


of being brought to a Liking to the Epiſcopacy he 


holds faſt? If any ſhall ay, © There it no Hazard 


* this Way:” The Apologitt furniſhes me with an An- 


ſwer, Pag. 8th, -© Several of the Curates being ſound 


only reconciled their Pariſhes to hear them, but alſo 


in Time brought them to a Liking to Epiſcopacy it- 


5 


* ſelf.“ Now, I aſk, ſetting aſide all other Conſide- 


rations, if my hearing a ſound and regular Epiſcopa- 
lian, ſhall bring me to a Liking to Epiſcopacy itſelf; 


las is now too much the Caſe with many of Mr. Vpite- 


feld Hearers, who, not to ſay more, are much ſoftned 


En their Oppoſition ta Epiſcopacy,) ought I to employ, 


hear or countenance ſuch an one, who goes about ſoft- 


ning us into an Indifferency about Epiſcopacy, or who 


ſo ſtedfaſtly adheres to it? If I do fo, I ſhall bring 
myſelf and others inſenſibly in to a Liking to Epiſco- 


pacy itſelf. The Apologiſt ſhews that, Af the Cu- 
rates had been orthodox and regular in their Lives, 
People had been. brought into a Liking to Epiſco- 
*, pacy, itſelf 3 and tho' it be the Opinion oi ſome, that 
it was too weak a ground of Suffering, not to hear 
the Curates, yet we owe the Liberty enjoyed, ſince 
the Revolution to their Steadineſs in Suffering for 


not hearing them.” Now I leave it to the Apolo- 
Fiſt to tell me, that fince we can without Suffering; 


orbear hearing a Curate of the Church of England, it 
t be not adviſible to forbear hearing ſuch, leſt we be 
| oY iuſenſ.b'y 


wm 


inſenſibly led into a Liking to Epiſcopacy itſelf, and 
ſo loſe, make light, or be deprived of the Liberty, and Ma 
Privileges, enjoyed ſince the Revolution? duc 
The Apologiſt roceeds to the Reaſons inducing out dic 
Predeceſſors not to hear the Curates, but rather to ſuf- em 
fer, and that none of theſe concern the hearing of Ia 
Mr. Whitefield, except the Kpiſcopacy, and Supremacy, 5c: 
which he reſerves to the fourth and laſt Head. ob] 
Whatever Way the firſt Reaſon, why our Sufferers L 
refufed to hear the Curates dotk concern Mr. Whitefield, Pr 
the Apologiſt would have done well to conſider that JW WI 
theſe Recuſants refuſed to hear them before the AQ an 
1663 was paſt ; and therefore there behoved to be ano - to. 
ther Reaſon than an Act that then had not a Being; of 
their Recuſancy was the Reaſon of the Act, and not | it 
the Act the Reaſon of the Recuſancy 3 and therefore 
they ſpoke juſter who had laid their Recuſancy upon 
the Prelates and their Curates, their Defection from 
the Covenant Reformation-work, from which the Ex- 
gli Epiſcopa! Eecleſiaſticks cannot purge themſelves, 
if the Apologiſt allow the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant to be binding upon Poſterity. As for the Part | 
that Mr. Vhitefeld acts among us, in Reference to E- 
piſcopacy, that will come in afterwards upon the Head 
of his Doctrine and Character. | 
The ſecond Reaſon for not hearing the Curates, was 
their being thruſt in without the Conſent of the People. 
Is not this the Caſe of many Congregations in Scotland, 
where they have-been denied unexceptionable Choices ? 
Yet now tha hearing of ſuch is preſſed ; and tho” this 
doth not concern Mr. Whitefield, who claims not a Re- 
lation to any Pariſh in Scotland; yet it ſo far concerns { 
him, as that he would have the People reconciled to 
the Miniſtry of ſuch Intruders, againſt whom my old | 
Presbyterian Acquaintances did once cry, as much out 
as any, but now it ſeems Mr. Vhitefeld hath reclaimed 
them from their narrow Ways of thinking. TT} 
As the Apologiſt paſſes the Reaſon from the Epiſco- | 
pacy and Supremacy till afterwards, fo will I, his 
third Reaſon; for Reaſons that will then appear. 
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and Their fourth Reaſon, that they might not harden 
nd Malignants in their Oppoſition to Preſbytery, nor in- 
duce the godly to ſuch Compliances, nor intail Preju- 
our dices upon Poſterity, is ſtronger againſt Hearing or | 
uf. employing Mr. Vhitgfield than the Apologiſt is aware. 
of I am ſure were there a Plot to eſtabliſh Epiſcopacy in 
cy, Scotland, it might be alledged, that it would not diſ- 
oblige, at leaſt, the Employers and Hearers of Mr. 
ers Whitefield ; and it is Fact, that the Example of . ſome 
Id, Preſbyterians, hath induced others to hear him, of 
at which. I have all moral Aſſurance, they do repent ; 
\& and for the Prejudice intailed upon Poſterity, it appears 
10- too obvious, when ſuch Practices have reduced ſo many 
; of the preſent Generation to an Indifferency whether 
rot it be Church of England, or Church of Scotland. 
re . 1 ſhall paſs over the Apologiſt's Charge of Igno- 


on rance of Preſbyterian Principles, upon them who com- 
m plain of thoſe, that run after the Ezgliſs Prieſt, till 
-I come to the Period of Time in which Preſbyterians | 


were Hearers of Epiſcopal Miniſters. Neither. can I 
ſtay to notice his Doctrine of Offence, Sin and Duty, 
as if they could not have forborn Hearing Mr. Whzte- 
field without Sin, or being out of their Duty; I expect 
ſhortly, they will not only apologize for their Hearing 
him, but will charge Sin upon them that do it not, 
ſince Things are written by the Apologiſt that inſinu- 
ate this, and not a few of Mr. Whitefeld's Votaries 
ſpeak broad enough on this Head ; but they have their 
ſtrong Arguments for convincing us in Reſerve. | 
G If our Forefathers refuſed to hear the Curates, be- 
Y cauſe guilty of Schiſm, as in other Reſpects, ſo in 
D this, that they broke Union with ſuch, to whom, 
). they were bound to adhere, both from antecedent mo- 
d ral Obligations, and the ſuper- added Ties of the nati- 
t 
| 


» 


onal Oath, rhe ſame fifth Reaſon ſhould have deter- 
mined our preſent Preſbyterians not to have employed, 

7 nor attended My. Whitefield's Miniftry, wo, it we al- 
low Preſbytery to be of divine Right, was under an 
antecedent moral Obligation to maintain it. His un- 
acquaintedneſs with it can ig no Excule, ſince, Inoran- | 

| 5 2 41s ⁵ 


0-28. e 


tia Legis nen excuſat a peccato; and ſince he had Acceſs 


to be among Preſbyterians, he hath not given up with, 
put ſtill retains his Epiſcopacy ; and if the Apologiſt 
will allow the Solgmn League and Covenant to be 
binding upon Poſterity, he is under that ſupperadded 
Tie allo. | OY „%% > © Lei 
Our ſuffering Fathers, in my Opinion, argued 
ſtrongly againſt Hearing the Curates, from the Ap- 
- pearance of evil, as the Apologiſt notices in the ſixth 
Reaſon; and that a ſmall Matter becomes great, when 
a Teſtimony is concerned in it, were it but an open 
Window, as in the Caſe of Daniel, and this admits of 
a cloſe Application againft hearing or employing Mr. 
Whitefield, ſuperſeding other Conſiderations, at a 
Time, when ſo many are making Light of Preſbyteri- 
an Government, and ſo many Things have been done, 
and are doing to ſubvert it; and the Apologiſt is vaſtly 
wiſtaken when he inſinuates, that our Sufferers re- 


© fuſed to hear the Curates, for this, chief Reaſon, 


that they had not Acceſs to petition, proteſt, or 
“ remonſtrate, ſince in the firſt Epiſcopal Period, ha- 
* ving Acceſs to all theſe, they heard them.” I 
will ſhew other weighty Reaſons, beſides what have 
been already given; and for the Practice of Preſbyte- 
rians in the firſt Epiſcopal Period, it will be afterwards 
conſidered. | 5 
Their ſeventh Reaſon noticed by the Apologiſt turns 
upon the Validity of the Curates Ordination, and the 
Prelates taking upon them to re- ordain Presbyterian 
Miniſters. He and his Authors will be found miſtaken 
in this, unleſs he mean what was done by the Engliſb 
Biſhops, to our apoſtate Presbyters when they were to 
be drubbed” Biſhops ; for ſuch Miniſters as conformed 


with Prelacy being ordained after 1649, they were to 


receive Preſentation from the Patron, and Collation 
from the Biſhop ; but this Collation was not Ordina- 
tion, or to uſe the Epiſcopal 'Stile was not Inftitution. 
But what is all this in Reference to Mr. Whitefield and 
his Hearers, unleſs it be to teach us to queition the 
goodneſs of his Ordination, or to ſay that our Anceſ- 
tors 


' \ 
{ 


| C. 9.) pg 
tors ſuffered on a wrong Ground? Will it follow that 
becauſe we would not re-ordain Mr. Whitcfheld, were 
he conforming with Preſbytery, that therefore we are 
to ſubmit to his Miniſtrations while Epiſcopal, he lay- 
ing aſide ſome Things wrong in Worſhip ? If it follow, 
then by the ſame Parity of Reaſon, we may ſubmit 
to the Miniſtrations of a Romiſh Prieſt, laying aſide 
„his Idolatrous Worſhip, tho' not giving up with Po- 
pery, for we do not re-ordain ſuch when converted 
n from Popery. 155 5 . 
n The Apologiſt runs ſo faſt in defending the Hearing 
f of Mr. Mpitefeld, that he runs himſelf into ſome Miſ- 
T. 
a 


s 
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takes injurious to our worthy Anceſtors, As Page 
N * 18. 19. That our Church did not much mind who 
i- F< were the Adminiſtrators of the external Form of 
e, Ordination, provided the Men were duly qualified, 
g and that they neglected the external Call by Ordina- 
e- tion, as in the Caſe of Mr. Robert Bruce.” He 
n, might have ſaid this of all the Preſbyterian Miniſters 
rin Sco/and before the Eſtabliſhing of the ſecond Book 
a- of Diſcipline. But becauſe during all that Time, they 
I WF uſed not Impoſition of Hands, he is void of the Pur- 
„e WF poſe, when he denies them an outward Form of Ordi- 
e- nation, or of ſetting Men apart to the Miniſtry. Let 
ds the Apologiſt and his Rgviſers read the Book of Com- 
mon- Order of the Enghſp Kirk at Geneva, whereof 
ns John Knox was Miniſter, on the manner of electing 
he Miniſters, and that Chapter of our firſt Book of Dif- 
in cipline concerning Miniſters, and their lawful Election; 
n | you will there find that it is ſo far from Fact, what 
/ | the Apologiſt alledges Page 19. © That our Church 
to * ſeemed to neglect the external Call by Ordination 
ed WM © more than they ought;” that they declare, that 


to the Vocation of a Miniſter, conſiſts in Election, Exa- 
On | mination, and Admiſſion. If there cannot be an Ordi- 
a- nation or Call without Impoſition of Hands, indeed 
n. ﬆ theſe Worthies had not Ordination; but they under- 
id A} ſtood even the outward Form of Ordination, in more 


ne ſubſtantial Reſpects, as they themſelves declare, tan 
iin Impoſition of Hands; and I aſſure you, that if 1 | 
rs 5 5 1 thought | 


| 1 
thought that the outward . of Ordination conſiſted 
in the Impoſition of Hands, I would boldly aſſert, 
that the Epiſcopal Ordination is void and null, it not 
being the Laying on of the Hands of the Preſbytery ; 
but 1ince there is an Election, ſuch as it is, Examina- 
tion and Admillion, to the Work of the Miniſtry, I 
dare not declare the Epiſcopally ordained to be no Mi- 

niſters; but preſently to infer my ſubmitting to their 
Miniſtrations on that Account, as hath been noticed, 
will not follow. | Eg | 
Ine eighth Reaſon the Apologiſt adduces for our “ 
Sufferers their not hearing the Epiſcopalians, becauſe « 
of their Dependance on the Supremacy, he leaves it“ 
to be conſidered in Reference to the Subject in Hand, Ml « 
to his fourth Head, and fo thail I. Al that is neceſ- © 
ſary to be noticed of the Uſe he makes of their niath IF < 
Reaſon, you rave it, in what I have offered on the firſt © 


and fifth Reaſons. | Hg 
| Now, I have gone through the Reaſons, why our 
4 Fore-fathers chooied ſuffering, rather than ſubmit to iff « 
\f hear Epiicopal Miniſters, as they are collected, and ap-“ 
1 plied by the Apologiit, excepting the third, which [ 
0 have in Reſerve for a proper Place. But before I paß R 
ö from this Part of the Author's Methods, I muit notice ſp 
} 


| what he ſays, Page 21. That he hath not defignedly i ap 
1! omitted any Thing material in our Sufferer's Rea- 
4 * ſons for not hearing Epiſcopal Mainifters.” J am w. 
unwilling to judge the Gentleman's Deſigns, or that of I ſec 
any chriſtian Man's, further than their Words and Ac- er 
tions do warrand me. But the ſecond Reaſon in the T 


Apologetical Relation, I did not find mentioned by P 
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6 him; in my Opinion, it pleads ſtrongly againſt hear- hi 
li ing or employing the Engl; Prieſt; it needs no Com-. 
lj ment of mine, I tranſcribe it intirely, and let it ſpeak fy 
|; for itſelf. © By giving Obedience to this Act, (that is th 
I * of hearing the Epiſcepalians) they ſhould be ini} ſo 
it * Hazard not only of falling away into a deteſtible f fic 
if ++ Neutrality and Indifferency about the Matters of to 
ll ++ God, but ere long they ſhould be in Hazard to fall E 
| away in Heart aud Affection from the Cauſe of P. 


_* Chriſt 
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4 Chriſt, and from the Work of Reformation ſwork 


« to and owned ſo much; for there is no Way now 
« apparent, whereby the Difference ſhall be kept up 


„ betwixt ſuch as honeſtly mind the coveranted Work _ 


& of Reformation, and the corrupt, prelatical and ma- 


“ lignant Party, but this of refuſing to give Obedi- 


« ence to this Act. So that as it is already too too ap- 
« parent that ſome who had no Scruple to hear theſe 
« Men, and withal thought to abide conſtant to the 
« Cauſe of God, were ere long found to be deceived 3 
« for Piece and Piece the Edge of their Zeal was biun- 
« ted, and their Affection to the Work of God cooled, 
& and they at length were brought to condemn it. So 
« dangerous a Thing it is to ſuffer the ſtanding difference 
te to wear out of Sight. So that let a Man begin once 


„ to countenance thoſe Men, as lawfully called and au- 
I thorized Minifters, and by this Means keep up no 

„ ſtanding Difference, he ſhall, ere he be aware, ſlide 
* into their Camp and fide with them in all Things. 
„Therefore it is beſt to keep up this Diſtance and 


« ſtanding Difference by withdrawing. . 
The Apologiſt triumphs, as if none of our Sufferers 


# Reaſons for not hearing the Curates, do obtain in Re- 
= ſpe& to them and Mr. Mhiteßla; but I think, it will 
appear that all of them in one Reſpect or another, are 


applicable to the preſent Caſe: But, what tho” they 


I were not applicable, eſpecially the above Reaſon, that 
ſeems to have eſcaped the Apologiſt? Do the Employ- 
ers and Hearers of an Ergliſb Curate well, in ſuch a 
Time of Degeneracy and Neutrality about Preſbyterian 
| Principles, in the Manner they do, to countenance 


him ? 
The Apologiſt in his third Head endeavours to juſti- 


fy Preſbyterians, their hearing of Mr. NHitefeld from 
1% the firſt Period of Epiſcopacy in Scotland; tho' for Rea- 


ſons offered by him, they acted otherwiſe aſter the. Re- 


ſtoration; but J am ſurpriſed, that he ſheuld attempt 
co juſtify the Mhitefeldian Prefbyterians' from the firſt 


Epiſcopal Period; wher, in Pag. 24. compared with 
Pag. 22. he ſays, That the Apologies offered by 
; | a; . hr 
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* our Authors after the Reſtoration, for the Diverſity 
* of Practice in the firſt Period by hearing the Epiſ- 
copal Incumbents, while thoſe of the Period after the 


* Reſtoration refuſed it, appear too weak and inſuffi- 


« cient for juſtifying the firſt Period.” I am ſure, 
the Apologiſts after the Reſtoration meant not to ju- 
| Kify the Diverſity of Practice; our Apologiſt ſays their 
Arguments are inſufficient, and I think, ſo too, that 
they are not ſufficient to juſtify the Conformities, then 
really made, or which are alledged to be made with 
the Epiſcopal Incumbents, eſpecially to uſe the Apo- 
logiſt's Words, that Epiſcopacy and Supremacy were 
then fully eſtabliſhed by Law, - | 
Tho” I will not take upon me to juſtify thoſe Preſ- 
byterians that conformed with Epiſcopacy in the firſt 


Period; I am fo far from that, that I am of the Mind 


that there were Things omitted and committed by them 
in the firſt Period of Prelacy's Riſe, - Eftabliſhment and 
Progreſs, that it had been better frankly to have con- 
feſs'd it, than juſtifying their Conformities, to draw 
that into a Precedent for juſtifying any like Practice 
now. Yet, this I may ſay, as 1 did in the Beginning, 


that very often the beſt of Men have been put to it what 


part to act in trying and ſtraitning Times, and often 
have acted ſuch a part, that if they had ſeen or ſu- 
ſpected the Conſequences, they would not have acted. 
And this, I think the proper Apology to be made for 
them who conformed in hearing Epiſcopalians at that 
Time; but this doth by no Means juſtify the hearing 
of them now, becauſe tho' I extenuate the Fault, 
as to the Period referred to, I do not juſtify the Prac- 
tice as no Fault; and this is a ſhorter Way with 


an Argument taken from the Practice of that Period, 


than perhaps the Apologiſt was expecting, and this 
might anſwer all his a from that Period. But 

the Apologiſt abounds ſo much with blundering Mi- 
ſtakes, when he is upon that Period, and is comparing 
it with that after the Reſtoration, that the taking ſome 
Notice of them, and the clearing up the Matter . 
6” t little 


3 
little, may ſhew the Weakneſs of his ſwaggering Argu- 
ment taken from the firſt Epiſcopal Period. | 
The Apologiſt 6wns, that in the firſt Period, Epiſ- 


| copacy and Supremacy were fully eſtabliſhed by Law 


but Pag. 25th, that it was never required then of the 


People to hear, as a Teſt of their Approbation qf the 


Supremacy and Epiſcopacy, as after the Reſtoration; 
therefore the Preſbyterians continued hearing ſtill. Now, 
to prove, that as much was done in the firit Period, I 
refer you to Cal/derwood's Hiſtory, Pag. 639. Where, 


8 < after the G/a/sow Aſſembly 1610, where Epiſcopacy 


and the Supremacy Were acknowledged, you have a 
terrible Proclamation from the King, commanding 
all his Subjects of whatever Sort, to obtemper, o- 
„bey, and not impugn any Article, &c. of that Aſ- 


- ſembly, &c. and commanding all Judges and Ma- 
„ oiſtrates, That, if they do hear, or underſtand. of 


« any Preacher, &c. or Subject whatſomever, who 


break this Commandment, that preſently they be 
committed to Priſon. Pag. 649. 4zn 1614, Upon 


* the fourth of March, the Miniſters were commanded 
* by Proclamation, with Sound of Trumpet, at the 


E © Croſs of Edinburgh, to prepare the People for the 


i Lord's Supper againſt Eaſter; and the People were 


„charged to communicate that Day at their Pariſſi 


“ Kirks.” It would be tedious to relate all the Inſtan- 


ces of arbitrary Power of the King and Biſhops in 
this Period, both after the Aſſembly at Gla/ſrow in 
| 1610, and Perth Aſſembly 1618. whoſe Articles were 
ratified in Parliament, enacting all the Recuſants to be 


puniſhed with Rigor and Extremity, as many Miniſters 
were, as well as People; of which, any Perſon may 
rad ample Accounts in Ca/d:rword's Hiſtory; there 
they may ſatisfy themſelves, and ſee that I am not im- 
poſing upon them. And Pag. 733. You will ſee the 
high Commiſion impowered to call Non-commant- 


* cants as well as others before them.“ | | 


It is like, the Apologiſt will ſay, That thoſe were 


| condemnable Severities ; and tho' he does not juſtify, 


but condemn the Corruptions of the Aſſemblies 1670 
| | C „ 


18 
and 1718. the King but ratifies their Deeds, and the 
Supremacy in its Exerciſe is not uſed as in the Act of} 
Parliament 1663. 

But, to this I anſwer, and let any Man judge. The || 
King, in Virtue of his Prerogative, calls the Aſſembly þ 
1610; that Aſſembly ratifies his Supremacy in Cauſes 


Eccleſiaſtical; and he, by his Proclamations and Laws, 


_ Giicharges any Oppoſition to the contrary by any Subject 
whatſomever. 1 think theſe Things juſt as bad, as 
what was done Anno 1663. But if the Apologiſt wants 
an Inſtance, and a rampant one, of the Exerciſe of Su- 
premacy in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, without, or before 
the Kirk do any Thing, you have it in the fore-men- 
_ tioned Proclamation, Auns 1614. concerning Eaher, 
for the giving theCommunion then ; for this was not | 
appointed by a general Aſſembly till the Year 1616. 
And this drew deeper than imply the hearing of the | 
Curates did. | 
The Apologiſt's ſecond Difference of thoſe Periods, x 
is as full of Mittakes ; for the Intruſion of Miniſters ob- 
tained in the firſt as well as ſecond Period, ſince the | 
Manner of planting of Churches was the ſame in the 
firſt Eppicopal Period as in the ſecond, wiz. by Preſen- 
tation of the Patron, and Collat ion af the Biſhop ; and 
the Matter of Intruſion could not, yea, was not carried 


higher in the ſecond than in the fir Period, as appears 5 


by che Act of Parliament 1612. And it is but gratis 8 
Bidum, in the Apologiſt, that the Miniſters ſo or- 
dained were ſubmitted to by their Flocks, they having 


the ſame Provocation there was after the Reſtoration, | 


Curates being thruſt in upon them, after many of their 
worthy Paſtors were, for their Non- conformity, depri- 
ved and otherwiſe perſecuted by the high Commiſſion 
Court: Of which Severity Calderæuood abounds with In- 
ſtances, with which any Perſom may fatisfy himſelf, if 
he thinks I am telling a Story; and of which 1 ſhould 


have given Inſtances, but I have already tranſgreſs d | 
the Bounds of a Miſſive. | 


The Apologiſt ſpeaks, I am afraid, without due 


Reflexion, that the Incumbents of the firſt Epiſcopal 
Period, 
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Period, had not abjured Epiſcopacy as . thoſe of the 
ſecond had done. But admit they had not done it per- 
ſonally, was not the national Covenant abjuring the 
Hierachy, which their Fathers took, binding upon 
them? Or, can the Apologiſt aſſert, that all the Cu- 
rates in 1663 had perſonally abjured Epiſcopacy ? 


Can he affure me that all the Miniſters who took the 


Covenat in 1590, were dead 1610? Or that none 


| of them took the Covenant in 1590 conformed with 


Epiſcopacy in 1610? But, to go ſurely to Work, let 
any compare the Names of the Miniſters, and Places 


to which they belonged, mentioned in Cælaerausod, Pag. 


251. and 252. with the Liſt of the Members of Glaſgow - 
Aſſembly 1610. p. 626. and 627. and they will find that 
many of them who took the Covenant in 1590 were 
Members of the Aſſembly 1610 that ſettled Epiſcopacy. 

I ſhould allow the Apologiſt to uſe a preſumptive Ar- 
gument, that tho' they were Members of that Aſſem- 
bly, they might not be all Conſenters to the Settlement 
of Prelacy, if ſomething in the King's Letter, calling 
that Aſſembly, had not broken the Force of that Ar- 
gument, at leaſt made the Preſumption ſtrongeſt on my 
Side, viz. That they. were Art and Part in that Miſ- 
chief. The King's Letter in Calderwood, Pag. 621. 
and 622. might be worth a Perſon's Reading, particu- 
larly the Words ſo fit to my Purpole, dig. And be- 
* cauſe by our Letters, we have particularly acquain- 
* ted the Arch-Biſhop of St. Andrews with our Purpole 
* herein, and ſent unto him a ſpecial Note of the 
Names of ſuch, as we deſire to be at our {aid Meet- 
« ing. It is our Pleaſure you conform hereto, and 
% make Choice of ſuch Perſons.” Thus the King, to 
ſecure his Point, wrote to Preſbyteries. I might of- 
fer much more on this, but I am wearied before I be 
half done. 

The Apologiſt's fourth State of the Difference be- 
tween the two Periods, labours under the ſame Mi- 
ſtakes with the former; for they were as ſtrongly in- 
hibited in the firſt as in the ſecond Period; as in the 
fore mentioned terrible Proclamation emitted after the 
Glaſgow Aſſembly ; and tho' they are ſaid to petition, , | 
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they did it at their Peril, as we may ſee in Calderauood, 
from Pag. 677. and foreward, how much ſome Mini- 
ſters were proſecuted and perſecuted for their prote- 
| ting againlt the Corruptions of the Time. Read alſo It i: 

from Pag. 725. and you will ſee how hardly the Mi- {What 1 
niſters were uſed, who in their Sermons, teſtified a- Med | 
5 ainſt the Evils of the Kirk. See more of this from 
ag. 760. and foreward, how hardly Proteſters and d I 
Petitioners were treated. | 

As to the Apologiſt's 57 from Mr. Dawvid/or's Let- N wit 

ter 1597, it not being within any of the Periods refer- 

red to; we have nothing to do with it, unleſs it had con- ou 
tained ſomething in it juſtifying them who ſubvert the ¶ tho 

Government of this Church; but it being the Reverſe dor 

of this, it makes nothing for his Purpoſe. ane 
| I might bring in ſeveral hiſtorical Teſtimonies againſt W or: 

the Apologiſt's 6% mThat there was no ſuch Objections th: 
as Errors in Doctrine, and Immoralities of Life, a- foi 

5 gainſt the Epiſcopal Miniſters of the firſt, as thoſe f me 

of the ſecond Period.” But I ſhall only refer him be 

to the Synod of Ga/lowway's Supplication, Anno, 1661, l. 

againſt the intended Change of Government, which he th 


will find in the Appendix to the firſt Volume of Wod- WS k 
rows Hiſtory, where you have the following Words. P. 
Epiſcopacy hath always been attended in this Land N 
with manifold Corruptions in Doctrine, Worſhip and K 
* Manners. How did Popery, Arminianiſm, and So- 43 
* cinianiſm ſound in our Pulpits? Was it not in the Ve. 
Time of lorldly Epiſcopacy? Then it was that the pure Hun 
* Worſhip of God was polluted with human Inventi- | n 
ons, Oc. then Epiſcopal Connivances at the groſſeſt a 

„ Scandals;“ and much more than I ſtay to tranſcribe, t 

But, as J have ſaid, many Inſtances of their Unſound- M. a 
neſs, and Immorality, in this Period could be adduced. IF a 
So that this will not diſtinguiſh the Periods. | Ez 

But if Iprove, that it was the Opinion of the moſt {Wi 
eminent Preſbyterians of the firſt Period, that the Abet- Wo 
tors, and Promoters of Prelacy, ſhould be cenſured, Pre 
and withdrawn from; and that many of the People hi 


did withdraw from them, and were perſecuted on that 
|, Account; 


— 


N 
43. a Letter from that eminent Martyr Mr. John 
F:/4, to Mr. Robert Bruce, another eminent Witneſs, 
Fino 1619. a Part of which doth follow, * They are 


| "BS 
ceount; 1 am afra id the Apologiſt will make but a 


dor Hand of his Argument, taken from the Conduct 


Presbyterians in the firſt Period. 

It is to my pu 7 and well worth tranſcribing, 
hat Mr. James Melvil. Anno 1609. writes to a con- 
ned Brother, when he ſaw Matters going to Wreck , 


the Church. See Cald. p. 614. If ye aſk yet, Men 
md Brethren what ſhall we do? Anſwer, 1. Cry 
and complain to Chriſt, filling Heaven and Earth 


with Lamentations, for the Captivity and Deſolati- 
ons of Sz, Wc. 2. To publiſh to dall Chriſtians 
our juſt Griefs, how our Kirk is oppreſſed by Au- 
thority, circumveened by Craft, and kept in Thral- 
dom, againſt God's Word, her own Conſitutions, 
and againſt the Privileges, and Laws of our Realm, 
granted to her. 3. I would have theſe Bals ams, &c. 
that have ſold the Birth- right of Chriſt's Inheritance 


for a Meſs of. Pottage, thoſe Impriſoners and Tor- 
| mentors of their Brethren, after due Admonition, to 


be painted out in their Colours and Proceedings; 


F Laſtly, If that Spirit of Action, Zeal and Courage, 
that ſometimes did mightily ring in our Kirk, were 


kindled again, that might make a few from every 
Presbytery and Province, to conveen together in the 
Name of Chriſt, and cenſure theſe Corrupters of the 
Kirk to the uttermoſt. ” Read alſo in Ca lder uod, 


no more to be counted Orthodox, but Apoſtates, they 
are fallen from their Callings, Sc. and are no more 


F to be counted Chriſtians, but Strangers, Apoſtates, 
and Perſecutors; and therefore, not to be heard 


any more, either in Publick, or in Gonſiſtories, 
Colleges, or 3 ' For what Fellowſhip hath _ 
Light with Darkneſs? Is it like, that theſe Men 

ould have . juſtified the hearing or joining with the 


F relates, or their Offspring, whom they would have 


us ſeverely cenſured, and do ſo highly condemn, and 


That 


dviſe that they be withdrawn from. 


— 


46 


| 22 | 
That the People of that Period, were not ſuch Con 
formiſts with their Minitters, as the Apologiſt alledge; 
I refer for Proof, to the Miniſters of Edinburgh thei 
Invectives againſt the People. Calderwood 785 and 
Page 805. But to put the Matter beyond all Doubt 
and to ſtop the Apologiſt's Mouth at once; we ſhall 
get much Light from a Council Proclamation, Am 
1624. See for it Calderwood, Page 810. The accoun 
of that matter followeth. The Miniſters of Zainbury| 
<« alledging before the Council, that they could hay 
t no Peace with the People, ſo long as other Miniſters, e 
ſpecially the deprived and filenced reſorted to the Tom 
and kept private Conventicles, a Charge was giver, 
« which was publiſhed the Day following; that none 
* meet or conveen in any private Houſe, or Place, to 
preaching, Exhortation, or ſuch religious Exerciſes 
«« except thoſe of the Family, or their Friends reſort: 
< ing for other Cauſes; that they attempt not to im- 
pugn by Diſcourſe or Diſputation, Word, or Write, 
the true Religion, or Diſcipline of the Kirk ap- 
proved by his Majeſty's Laws, with falſe Suggeſti 
ons, as if he perſecuted the true Religion. We 
have of late known to our unfpeakable Grief, : 
Number of our Subjects miſled by turbulent and 
reſtleſs Miniſters, either deprived of their Functions 
* or ſilenced for juſt Cauſes, to debauch and ſeduceſi the 
their Neighbours, affecting Purity, &c. above others ; 
diſobeying the King and their Paſtors, impugning 
the Doctrine, controlling the ordinary Diſcipline, 
« abſtaining to hear the Word preached, and have dis p,. 
% orderly ſtrayed to other Congregations, Sc.“ I re 
fer to the Paper ad longum. I am weary tranſcribing 
The Apologiſt may alledge from Calderwood, Page 811th, 
that they did not abſtain from hearing the Word 
preached, when their own Paſtors were preaching it 
their Pariſh-kirks, tho' they took the Opportunity o 
hearing others. What the Hiſtorian ſays, muſt be in H 
terpreted in a conſiſtency with himſelf, when he tel th 
us, That Chriftians when they had Occafion of a 
“ ſound and zealous Miniſter, to ſtir them up in theſe 
| | Times 
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« Times of Defection, they met together; for the 
« Pulpit of Edinburgh ſounded all the contrary Way, 
* and Arminian Preachers poſſeſſed the moſt eminent 
places, and were not only tolerated, but conntenan- 
* ced, becauſe” in publick Doctrine they maintained 
the Prelates uſurped Power.” The People would 

not readily hear ſuch, and conveen with others 
alſo: therefore their own Paſtors muſt be underſtood, 
pf ſuch as held faſt the 'Truth, and either were not as 
et thruſt out, or had occaſional Acceſs to their Pul- 


hay pits. After this, we read in our Hiſtorian of a ſevere 
4, Wcrſecution againſt many eminent Miniſters. 9 5 

Nis, But there is one great Gun of the Apologiſt's, p. 16. 
1ven 


That the Melvils and other Miniſters, in 1606. cal- 
* Jed up to London, did at the Command of the King 
hear the Engliſb Biſbops, and Deans; if theſe great 
Men had thought it a Sin in its Nature, to hear 
W'* Perſons, who held Epiſcopacy and Supremacy for 
* their Principle, no Command of the King would 
* have made them ſubmit to it; but on the contrary, 
„Mr. Calderwood mentions no Scruple that any of 
them had in the Matter, but that they did it as oft 
e as defired by the King.” | : 
All I ſhall ſay of thoſe Worthies, their hearing Epiſ- 
copalians in England, ſhall be to obſerve, that it was 
occaſional only, not ſtated; it was by the Force of 
the King's Command, and not of Choice; and that 
if their Perſons had not been in the King's Hands, 
and they at this Time his Priſoners at large, we had 
not heard of their being toſſed about from Place to 
Place, one Church and Chapel to another, and they 
ould not be ſuppoſed to have heard them, as 
joining with them, or expecting any Edification by 
them ; when p-. 543. Calderwood tells us, That, in 
one of the Sermons they heard from Dr. King, he had 
a moſt virulent Invective againſt the Presbyterians, 
crying to the King, Down, down with them.” 
How far the Apologiſt hath given a fair Account of 
the Matter from Ca/derwwod, that they did not ſcruple 
to hear ſuch Preachers, 1 refer to p. 542. * | 
1 OY e 
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24 
the two Meh} having expreſs Command to come they 
to the King's Chapel, Mr. Fames warned Mr. A. Zar 
drew, that they were to be trapped, and to have their rut 
Patience tried. The Hiſtorian proceeds in telling what Mdina 
Trinkets he ſaw on the Altar; upon which Mr. Andre I the 
Metvil made that Epigram, p. 548. for which he was W heed 
troubled ; and how uneaſy it was to them to be ordered a 
to.the Houſe of Engliſs Eccleſiaſticks, the Progreſs of ¶ did 
that Story ſhews abundantly; a ſufficient Evidence how db. 
diſagreeable Fellowſhip and Intimacy with ſuch was to T 
theſe great Men. Now, tho' our Apologiſt had faid Hof 
more chan he hath done, for proving, that our Preſ. his 
byterians ſcruppled not to hear Epiſcopalians in a not 
ſtraitning Time, his Arguments for the real or alledged N Ye 
Practice of poor ſinful Men in a Time of 'Tentation, JF Ch 
do not conciude for the Warrantableneſs of the Practice, 
nor juſtify che like Practice, where there are not the | 
ſame Reaſons, nor extenuate the F ault, where there are ¶ as 
not the ſame Tentations. of 
Before I proceed to the Apologilbs fourth Head, for det 
juſtifying the hearing of Mr. #hitzfeld, from the 2 ge! 
minſter Con feſſion, and the Solemn League and Cove- pre 
' nant, I ſhall offer ſome Things, ſhewing how far it is H. 
unlawful, or may be concluded unlawful, to hear an ¶ do 
| Epiſcopal Miniſter, or,embrace their Miniſtry, to uſe N vi 
the Apologitt's Stile concerning Mr. Whitefield. M 
The Queſtion is not concerning an occaſional or ac- 
| cidental Hearing of an Epiſcopal, but ſuch a hearing ſo 
| as the Apologiſt p. 23 calls, an embracing of his Mini- A ri 
ſtry; and Jet me add, ſuch a hearing, as is the Effect of BY p- 
| an Invitation given to ſuch to miniſter Goſpel Ordinan- bc 
i; ces to them. th 
1 The Queſtion is not of ſuch a heari ing as a Perſon may cb 
give, to gratify their Curiofity, to ſee how a Perſon will I fi 
acquit himſelf, or what he will ſay on ſuch, or ſucha Sub- ir 
ject. This is not a hearing that imports an embraging of b 
their Miniſtry: Tho? even in this, I wiſh there were with I fi 
us an acting in the Matter of hearing from better Prin- 
cCiples. The itching Ear is condemned; and hath dan- t 
- gerous Effects, 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4 Alter their” own Lulis 
| | | they 
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they /oall heap to themſelves Teachers, having itching 
Ears, and they ſball turn away their Ears from the 
Truth. The 1/raelites were to be ſo ſatisfied with the Or- 
dinances of God, that they were not to enquire. how 
the Nations ſerved their Gods, Deut. xii. 30. Take 
heed to thyſelf, that thou be not ſnared by following them, 
and that thou enquire not after their Gods, ſazing, How 
did theſe Nations ſerve their Gods? Even ſo will 1 
do. — 

The Queſtion 1s not concerning an involuntary hearing 
of ſuch, when a Perſon cannot ſhun it, unleſs he ſtop 
his Ears, as when their Perſons are at the diſpoſe of a- 
nother, as in the Caſe of our Miniſters at London, in the 
Year 1606; but ſuch a hearing as is the Effe& of a free 
Choice, and Liking to their Miniſtry. The firſt may 


obtain, when the other doth not, yea ought not. 


Neither is the Queſtion concerning juch a hearing, 
as may be between Perſons differing in their Principles 
of Epiſcopacy and Presbytery, but not as yet clearly 
determined either Way, but reaſoning the Matter to- 
gether, about Light in the Matter, and hearing reci- 
procally for this End. That is not the preſent Caſe. 
How far it may be alledged on Mr. Whitefield's Side, IL 
do not find the Apologiſt as yet come the Length of gi- 
ving this for the Reaſon of his and his Friends hearing 
Mr. Whitefield. | 5 

Nor is the Queſtion about hearing Epiſcopalians 
ſound on the Doctrine of Grace, and maintaining pu- 
rity of Worſhip, who themſelves are as much Epiſco- 
pal in their Judgment as they, or are only in Doubt a- 
bout Epiſeopacy. But the Queſtion is, of their hearing 
that are at a Point about it, that Prelacy belongs to 
the Romiſb Hierarchy, and is contrary to, and ſubver- 
five of the Government which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed 
in his Houſe, and which in England derives its Eſta- 
bliſnment from the King, as ſupreme ir C .uſes Eccle- 
ſiaſtical, as in the Papacy, it doth from the Pope. 

Neither is it the Queſtion about the hearing one, 
tho Epiſcopal in his Judgment, preach the Doctrine of 
Grace, and practiſe a og Owueks where People 
| | | | are 
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| diſpenſed by another. When the Caſe is ſo circualiſ r. 


them, capable to diſcharge that Duty, tho' never he 


of the Caſe, may any ſuch Perſon lawfully hear and 


ligations; and conſequently the Hearing, and as the 
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are invincibly deprived of Acceſs to any Ordinance 


ſtanced, it is allowed, that People may embrace th 
Inſtructions, let me call it the Miniſtry, of any among 


fore in any {pI Office, and in that Cale of in 
vincible Neceſſity, ſuch a Perſon may become thei 
Paſtor. : 

The Queſtion then comes to this; May any Perfor 
profeſſing himſelf a Preſbyterian, and believing the 
tees Church Government to be the Ordinana 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the only King and Head of his Church 
and alſo believing Prelacy to be the Invention of Man, 
and an order of Government oppoſite to, and ſubver- 
five of the Government which Chriſt hath appointed 
in his Church, and being under ſuperadded Solemn 
Ties, to maintain this Prefbyterian Government, and 


to oppoſe and extirpate Prelacy ; ſuch a Perſon enjoy- 5 
ing a Goſpel Miniſtry, diſpenſing Chriſt's Ordinances, I u, 


maintaining the fame preſbyterian Principles, and op- 
poſing the ſame Prelacy : 1 fay, according to this ſtate if q, 


embrace the Miniſtry of one maintaining and holding 

the "Epiſcopal Hierarchy and Supremacy of the King 

in Matters eccleiiaſtical, ſubſtituted in the Room of the 

uſurped Supremacy of the Pope; ſuch a Perſon never 

having renounced this Epiſcopacy and Supremacy, nor 

made Profeſſion of preſbyterian Principles before any 

preſby terian Church Judicature ? | 

I think this is che proper State of the preſent Con- 

troverſy; ſo that I will plainly affert, that the hearing | 
and embracivy the Miniſtry of an Epiſcopalian, by 

any profeſſed Preſbyterian, is unlawful, and inconſiſtene 
with his profeſſed Principles, and ſolemn Ties and Ob- 


Apologiſt explains it, the embracing the Miniſtry of 
Mr. Whitefield, a profeſſed Epiſcopalian, which he 
hath never yet renounced any where, that I know of, 
and never as yet before any Preſbyterian Church Judi- 

1 85 ; cature, 
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ature, muſt alſo be unlawful to any profeſſed Preſby- 


fan. | 

I ſhould think this State of the Caſe, ſo convincing, 
every real and unbiaſſed Preſbyterian would preſent- 

y conclude the ſame Ihing with me, both from the 
Word of God, the Principles and Standards cf this 
huren. | FF Yes 
It will fill be remembred, that I am ſpeaking of 
uppoſed Preſbyterians, who are bound to ſtand faſt in 
t as the Doctrine of Chriſt, and to receive and ap- 
hrove, and embrace ſuch Teachers who teach them to 


bſerve all Things whatſoever Chriſt hath commanded; 
nd ought not to receive them, who bring not the Doc- 


ine of Chriſt, but ſhould avoid them who cauſe Of- 


)01 * fences and D viſions, contrary to the Doctrine they 
)ointe 


)olemn 
, and 


ave learned; and who are bound to ſtand at the 
greateſt Diſtance from Sin, 1 The/. v. 22. Jude 23. 
And are not to he Partakers of other Mens Sins, 1 Tim. 
v. 22. Who onght to beware of falſe Prophets, and 
ſuch as walk not according to the received Ordinances. 
2 The. 3. 6. Chriſt's Sheep hear not Strangers, but 
flee from them, Joh. 10. 27. Theſe that practically act 
the Foxes, muſt be taken away, Cant. ii. 15. The Saints 
muſt guard againſt them, who ly in wait to deceive, 
and abe are not to be taßed to and fro with every Wind of 
Doctrine, Eph. iv. 14. 2 Thefſ. ii. 2, 3. Whereunto we 
have already attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, 
let us mind the ſame Thing, Phil. iii. 16. If Anti- 
chriſt prevailed in the Church by a gradual Falling 
away from the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the Purity of 
his Ordinances, the ſtrengthning the Hands of. them 


that hold faſt his wicked Hierarchy, is but a Healing 


again the Wound he got among us, by the Purity of 
; rmation | it needs 
our Reformation. And how offenſive muſt 11 

be to embrace their Miniſtry who are authorized by 
them that derive their Power from thoſe who uſurp 
Chriſt's Prerogative Royal, as King and Head to his 
Church, and who maintain this horrid Uſurpation by 
a ſolemn Oath? ie are to hold falt the Profeſſion of 


car Faith without wawvering, Heb. x. 23. All Truth 
=_ D 2 muſt 


| R 
muſt becheld and practically avowed, nothing of Chrif, 
is to be talked of, as little or indifferent. Matth. v. 19. 
And if ſach who do teach ſo, are in Chriſt's account 
little and deſpiſed, their Miniſtry is not to be em- 
braced. | | 

It would take a Volume, let be a tedious Miſſive 
to launch eut into, the Argument, and make Applicati- 
on of the Caſe, as ftated, to Mr. Whitefield and his 
Hearers, or Embracers of his Miniſtry. But ſince [ 
cannot overtake that, I ſhall refer what might be ad- 
ded and amplified upon, to my Anſwers to what re: 
mains of the Author's Defences for their hearing and 

embracing the [Miniſtry ot Mr. Whitefield. 

I am aware, that the Apologift, or any fly Aſſiſtant, I He 
or Reviſer of his Performance, will be ready to ſay, ¶ be 
that I have ſtated the Queſtion, concerning the hearing 
and embracing the Miniſtry of an Epiſcopalian, and 
conſequently of the Engliſb Prieſt, upon a Heap of Cir- Y T 
cumſtances, and have declin'd the Queſtion, how far @ fit 
the Hearing of an Epiſcopalian, as Mr. Whitefeld, is ſe 
in its Nature uniawful. 

An unthinking Perſon may apprehehend upon ſuch IM 7 
an Alledgance, that I have done ſo; if I have done it, 

J can ſay it was not my Intent; perhaps the Apologilt 

and J may differ about the Notion of an Action's Lau- | 
fulneſs, or Unlawfulneſs in its Nature. I own, that 

the phyſical Act of Hearing, hath nothing of Law- I « 

Fuleſs or Unlawfulneſs in it, but when we come to I « 

the Morality of the Act, we muſt take it in Circum- 

ſtances; yet am I not declining the Conſideration of 
that Act, in its Nature; . for my old Philoſophy taught 
me long ſince, that what may be a Circumſtance to 
an Action phyſically conſidered, may be Effential to it 
| morally conſidered ; and if it would not tranſgreſs on 

Modeſty, I might offer to defy the Apologiſt to ſhow 

me any alledged Circumſtance, in my State of the Caſe, 
of hearing Epiſcopal Miniſters, that doth not affect the 

Morality of that Action. 

But give, tho” not grant, that my State of the Caſe 
mould wave the Conſideration of the Queſtion thou 
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| 29 | | ; 
he Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of hearing Epiſcopali- 
ns, and only determined the Queſtion from ſuppoſed” 
ircumſtances, and not, from the Thing in it's Nature, 
which yet I deny, if theſe Circumſtznces do affect his, 
and his Friend's Conduct in embracing the Miniſtry of 
Mr. Whitefield; I think, it will follow, that they have 
not ſaid any Thing to defend their Conduct and Pra- 
ce. | | 
Let al] the alledged Circumſtances be tried, and appli- 
ed, I can bear this with all imaginable Calmneſs. 


to be Presbyterians, and that our presbyterian-Church 


Head of his Church. 2. They own Prelacy p. 24. to 
be an Error, and a great Increachment on the chriſtian 


1 The Apologiſt and his Friends profeſs themſelves * 


Government is theOrdinance of Jeſus Chriſt, the King and 


Church. 3. They are under ſolemn Ties to oppoſe 


and aboliſh Prelacy, and to maintain Presbytery. 4- 
They deny not that they have a Goſpel Miniſtry oppo- 


ſite to Prelacy, and profeſſing Presbytery with them 


ſelves. 5. They cannot deny but Mr. Whitefield hath 
taken the Oath of Supremacy, and is Epiſcopal. 6. 
They muft acknowledge that he hath neither renoun- 
ced the Supremacy, nor Epiſcopacy, before any preſ- 


byterian-Church- Judicature, nor hath he made any 


Profeſſion of preſbyterian-Principles. Now whatever 
Way they may diſtinguiſh between Actions naturally, and 
circumſtantially conſidered, their conntenancing and 


embracing the Miniſtry of Mr. Jh:zefield, is contrary 


to the many moral. Obligations they are under, in Re- 
ference to Presbytery and Prelacy ; the maintaining the 


- 


one, and the endeavouring the Abolition of the other. 


But ſays, the Apologiſt, 28. 29. Pages, that Mr. 
Whitefield"s Epiſcopacy, and Oath of Supremacy, can- 


* 


a Scotch Preſbyterian; and that Epiſcopacy, and the 


Supremacy, however bad in themſelves, are not ſo bad 


in the Engliſb Clergy, or in Mr. Whitefield, bred up in 
that Darkneſs, as in us. I ſhall freely allow, that the 
greater Light, the greater Guilt ; but this takes not a- 
way the Guilt altogether, nor doth it juſtify their em- 

| 8 bracing 


not make (hat Deed fo unlawful, as it would be in 


| 39 7 
bracing Mr. Wpitęfeld's Miniſtry, before ever he re. 
nounces his Epiſcopacy and 'Supremacy, when they 
have able Men of their own Principles, neither for E. 
piſcopacy nor Supremacy, to hear. But then, altho 
I allow that Mr. V bhiteſeld, while being among the | 
Engliſb Clergy, had not all the Advantages of being 
taught the Evil of Epiſcopacy, and the Supremacy ; 1 
ſhould have been glad to hear, if the Apologiſt, or his 
other Admirers, have been able to make him renounce 
his Epiſcopacy, and Supremacy. Now ſince he holds 
- theſe, can he plead Ignorance, after all the Pains taken | 
upon him? Had Mr. Wh:efie/d been converſant with 
the Engliſb Clergy, and lived, and died unenlightned as 
toEpiſcopacy,and theSupremacy;Iſhould not have thought 
it Wonder, nor ſhould I have brought it to aQueſtion, how 
far he might, in other Reſpects, been uſeful among 
thoſe of his own Way. But to bring him to Scotland, | 
and to inſtruct him in the Evil of thoſe Things, and he 
to hold them faſt; and yet for Preſbyterians, to em- 
brace his Miniſtry, is an Action, that cannot be juſti- } a 
fied by his wanting the Means of knowing the Evil of l 
Epiſcopacy and the Supremacy. | 50 
But ſays the Apologiſt, p. 28. that he acknowled- WOE 
<« ges no Head of the Church, but Jeſus, and him only. It 
* p. 29. That he abhores every Principle inconſiſtent 4 n 
* therewith. p. 30. That Mr. Whitefield by no Means ad- 
<< heres to the Supremacy in its Conſequences.” « ( 
There is not a Papiſt, but will aſſert, that there is 
no Head of the Church, but Jeſus, and him only ; but Na 
this they think doth not exclude the Headſhip of the uh 
Pope, as Chriſt's Vicar on Earth, ſince they give not 1 
the Headſhip to the Pope as to Chriſt, whom they will de 
allow, to be ſo the Head of the Church, as none other, b 
is the Head of it, in that Manner; and according as Mr 
they underſtand the firſt Aſſertion, they will frankly : 
fay with Mr. Whitefield in the ſecond, that they ab- 
| hore every Principle inconſiſtent therewith, and the 
Church of England; at the ſame Time, they own the 
King the Head of the Church, they would be groan? 
| 1 \ ſtoo 3 


6 


* ood, as giving him no Power inconſiſtent with the 
. Headſhip of Chriſt; as is to be ſeen in their 37 Arti- 
no Nele. Therefore to prevent all Ambiguity, Mr. White- 


/d ſhould come in before {ome eccleſiaſtical Judica- 
ture, and in explicite Terms, renounce the Supremacy, 
as maintained in the Church of England. 

| What the Apologiſt ſays in p. 30. that Mr. White- 
fell doth not adhere to the Supremacy in it's Conſe- 


Exglith Supremacy is, the caſting off the Supremacy of 


quences, would need Explication ; for one Effect of the 


3 


"Hh the Pope. There are who ſuſpect him of being a Ro- 

agi Emiſſary: The Apologiſt ſhould have guarded a- 

cbt! gain all Expreſſions ſtrengthning the Suſpicion, if theſe 
20 be Mr. V hitefeeld's Words, it looks the worſe. 


But admit he had cleanly rencunced the Supremacy, 
what hath he done as to his Epiſcopacy ? I hope, he 
he hath not renounced it, elie the Author's Apology for 
m. hearing him, ſhould not have been, for hearing an E- 
i. piſcopal, but for proving that he who once was a Prieſt 
of Hof the Church of Eugland, is now become a Preſbyteri- 
Nan; but this he hath not ſaid, as well knowing that it 
4. would have been a Falſehood; which I hope, he would 
ly. not have willingly written. It is true, he tells us, p. 
ent 11. that Mr. /:zefeld hath declared from the Pulpit, 
id. | That our Preſbyterian Church, (whatever were his 
| “ former Sentiments) is the beſt conſtituted National 
i. | Church upon Earth.” Now, why Goth he not re- 
\ut nounce his Epiſcopacy, and join the beſt conſtituted 
he National Church? This gives but a very bad View of 


of the Man, unleſs he looks upon the Government of the 


„in Church as indifferent, which may be clearly ſhown to 
er. be his Opinion, not a very inviting Argument to em- 
a brace his Miniſtry, when our Aſſembly 1581 depoſed 
ch Mr. Robert Mantogomery for teaching ſuch Doctrine. 


5 The Apologiſt p. 1 1. denies not his Epiſcopacy, but 


he ſays, © that he appears among us, as a Presby terian, 
he “ laying aſide all that belongs to Epiſcopacy.” I wiſh 
e had told us what he means by Things belonging to 
piſcopacy, ſince it is Fact, he hath not renounced his 


Epiſcopacy, The mere laying aſide his Epiſcopal Gown 


and 


hs 


and Roſe, would be a poor Argument for me, to en 

brace his Miniſtry. If you ſay, he hath laid aſide hl fer 
Evgliſh Forms. The beſt Proof of his Diſpoſition tali AP: 
Way, would be, if he were employed in an £Zyglib} Ire 
Meeting Houſe. I can aſſure you, upon good Autho.W ren 
rity, that he read Prayers in a Presbyterian Meeting 2 
Houſe in America, and many of his Hearers aſſure me _ © 


that his Prayers are Collects in the Prayer Book, pieced 
and tack'd together; and tho' a worthy Miniſter, 2 
great Admirer of his, writes in a Letter of laſt Year 
Date, that he would not, upon his Return have any 
Thing to do with the Church of Exgland, I hope, he 
will not deny his practiſing therewith, as he did before, 
and leaſt he ſhould be ſuſpected upon his coming to Scat 
land, and communicating in any Congregation there, 
his adopted Extract annexed to the Letter ſent to the So- 
cieties, printed at Edinburgh, upon his laſt coming 
there, ſhews his Reſolution, among the many Diviſions 
of Chriſtians, to live in Communion with the Church 
of England, p. 29. may make it appear, that he is for 


every Church as it comes, as the Revd. Mr. G/aſs of 8 
Dundee, hath ſhown how far he is miſtaken in his Doc- 3 
trine of Catholick Charity, from Rom. xiv. 17. That Pe 


his Catholick Charity, is the Antinomian Charity. p 
Baut fays the Apologiſt, © If Mr. Whitefield juſtified I S' 
his Epiſcopacy, by teaching us Arguments in Fa- 
* yours of it, he would have few. Hearers.” This 1s 
but a poor Apology, for embracing his Miniſtry, ſince 
he teaches an Indifferency, about any Form of Church 
Government, as if our Contendings about it, were no Pre 
more, than as a contending about Meats and Drinks. 
This is both. wrong Doctrine in it ſelf, and at this Day 
unſeaſonable, tending to introduce the Eraſtian Epiſco f x 
pacy, and to eſtabliſh that Supremacy, which he pre. . | 
| tends to give up with. If I did not believe the Lord 88 
Jeſus to have eſtabliſned a certain Government in his 80 
Houſe, diſtinct from that of the Magiſtrate, I behoved | 
either to derive all eccleſiaſtical Power from the Magi- | 
ſtrate, or ſetting up any Form by pretended ecclefictti 
eal Authority, I ſhould maintain an Imperium in 2 
. | 3 10W 


—. . ³˙ ns Won, 


[ 


fer to his Letter to the Societies; and to pretend any 
Apology from what may be his meaning in that Letter, 
I refer you to his laſt American Journal, in his Confe- 


Church Government, That our Lord Jeſus never re- 
* quired of his Diſciples, that they ſhould be one in 
* that, yea it never was his Intent.“ Is not this to 


eſtabliſhed in his Church? Is it not to deny him the 


viſible Church ? Is it not to introduce Anarchy, and 
Confuſion into the chriſtian Church? Or if there muſt 


So. ten his preaching ſuch Doctrine, he may be aſſured that 
he hath printed it. 


100 Now, ſuppoſing me to allow the Apologiſt's Account 
nch of the Practice of Preſbyterians, in hearing the Curates 
for in the different Periods, referred to, to be rightly laid; 


: of @ it ſays Nothing at all for inviting Mr. Mpitgſield to 


nat ſome People in difficult Circumſtances in the Epiſcopal 

Period, heard them, eſpecially, when, as the Apolo- 
fed 8 gilt notices, p. 24. The Miniſters who remonſtrated 
pa- © againſt Prelacy, were baniſhed, others confined, and 
the reſt ſubmitted.” 


Doth it follow that ſuch Ped& 
ple, would have called in an Exgliſb Curate, to diſpenſe. 
Ordinances among them; when they had their own 


i | nearer, tho' ſuch of their Miniſters, and People who 
Jay were devoted to Epiſcopacy, had called in ſuch an one, 
Wot would they have run after him, when they were in no 
re. Want of Paftors of their own Principle? Except the A- 


„l pologiſt had alledged and proven this, he hath ſaid 
his nothing to the Purpoſe in Hand, from any of the Epiſ- 
ed! copal Periods. | 8 

If he had ſaid any Thing to the Purpoſe he ſhould 


bliſhment in Scotland; and ſhown us, that then, they 
3 „ 1 pPracti- 


rence with Dr. Cutler, where he aſſerts, ſpeaking of 


ſubvert, and diſgrace, the Government Chriſt hath | 


Honour, and Glory of a ruling governing Head to the 


needs be Order in it; Is it not to give up all into the 


Hands of King or Pope? If the Apologiſt hath forgot- 


Scotland; the hearing, and employing him; becauſe 


preſbyterian-Paſtors to hear? Or to bring the Caſe yet 


have condeſcended on ſome Period of Preſbyteries Eſta- 


N „ 5 
How far I am doing Juſtice to Mr. Whitefield, I re- 
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practiſed the Hearing, or made no Scruple to hear the 


\ , . Epiſcopalians ; and if he had proven any ſuch Thing, 


ſince the Revolution, excepting this Inſtance as to Mr. 


M hiteſield, he had faid ſomething for preſbyterian-Pra- 


Rice, tho', pardon me, if I ſay, not for juſtifing that 
Practice. But he is ſo far from being able to prove any 
ſuch allowed Practice, that I offer me to prove the con- 
trary, from the Inſtructions given to the Committee for 
planting the North, Auno 1694 by which, The Bre- 
«* thren are enjoined to be aware of practiſing, and en- 

tertaining promiſcuous miniſterial Communion, 
with ſuch of the Incumbents, or others of the Epiſ. 
copal Party, who are not taken into Communion, 
and a ſhare of the Government, by the Judicatures 
of this Church ; and likewiſe of employing any Pro- 
bationers, whoare not licenſed, and approven by the 
« ſaid Judicatures.” And it is not paſt Remembrance, 
a Proceſs againſt a preſbyterian Miniſter, for going to 
hear an Epiſcopal Incumbent, in whoſe Pariſh he lodg- 


cc 


cc 


ed on Saturday's Night; at ſome conſiderable Diſtance | 


from his own Pariſh Church. The Apologiſt will re- 
member, that ſuch of the Epiſcopal Incumbents, as had 
taken the Allegiance, were accountable to the Judica- 
tures of the Church, for their Orthodoxy, Diligence, 


and Morality; which Mr. Whitefield in his vague and wan- 
dering State, is not; yet this did not warrand thoſe of the 


reſbyterian-Perſuaſion,to hear them; far leſs, that preſby- 


terian-Miniſters ſhould join in Communion with them. 


Since the Apologiſt will not allow Mr. Whitefeld's 
Epiſcopacy, or Supremacy, to be a Reaſon againſt 
hearing him; as little ſhould their Epiſcopacy and 
Supremacy have been a Reaſon 
them; | fince, now the Supremacy, by a ſpecial Act 
of Parliament, was repealed ; as were all the Acts 
whereby it was made criminal, not to hear Epiſcopal 


Miniſters ; and inaſmuch as theſe Epiſcopal Incumbents, 


took the Allegiance to the King, who had aboliſhed 
the Supremacy, they were like to. plead as little for it, 
as Mr. Whitefeld; yet tho' all; theſe Things ſtood thus, 


and the Epiſcopal Incumbents did nor practiſe the Eu- 
- £4 Forms, as Mr, Vhitgſeld doth, = 


ere-ever they 
are 


againſt hearing 


—— —-—¼ ———— — 


are acceptable, and ſundry of them preached ſound Do- 
byterian Miniſters nor People held Communion with 
them. | | | 


ny WW Readers of Ruther foord”s Letters, he would find, that 
on- the Worthies who lived in the firſt Epiſcopal Period, in 
for the Opinion of that Author, who was a noted Sufferer 
re- in the laſt Epiſcopal Period, ſtood their Ground ; and 
en- ¶ kept their Diſtance better than he thought thoſe in the 
on, laſt Period did. I refer you to the Place, yet cannot 


Il-'F omit tranſcribing ſome of his Words, anſwering the 


on, IM Queſtion, why the Sufferers in the firſt Period, were ſo 
res much countenanced beyond thoſe of the ſecond? He. 


ro- ſays, © They gave to God as Kings, their Teſtimonies 


the IQ ©© againſt the Corruption of their Times, whether in 


ce, “ King, Parliament, or Church-men, had ſo much of | 


to f Freedom, grave, and becoming Boldneſs in them, 
g- ©& ſo much of holy Zeal, even for- the leaſt Concerns of 


ice I Chriſt's Kingdom, upon which we are loath to fate 


re-“ our Sufferings, &c, and he upon the other Hand,&c. 
ad WF © declared, that he thought nothing too great to give 
ca- © them, &c. It was not the main Queſtion of theſe 
ce, i} Men in a- ſuffering Time, how much they might let 
n- go, and yet keep the Subſtantials of Religion, &c.” 


the But as I ſaid, I muſt refer to the Place it ſelf, which 


by- will ſhew, that the ſuffering Author of that Epiſtle, takes 
m. to his own Time, the Blame of hov. far we might go, 
/a's and not fin ; and takes off the Imputation of ſuch cow- 
aſt F ardly Arguings, from the Worthies in the firſt Period, 
nd who ſuffered, even when it could not be denied; but 
ng the Subſtantials of Religion, in the Senſe of our Day, 


pal neither heard of their Sufferings, nor of ſuch Encomi- 

its, ums upon them. | 158 

id But now ſays our Apologiſt, The keepingCommuni- 

it, “on with Mr, }/6:zefe!d in the Ordinances of the Go- 

us, WM * ſpel, ſtands juſtified by the Veſimiuſter Confeſſion of 

24. © Faith, and Solemn League and Covenant,” 
E 2 8 Before 


ctrine, and were regular in their Lives, yet neither preſ- 


If the Apologiſt would conſult the Author to the 


Act were retained; if they had been ſuch Conformiſts, as ; 
& the Apologiſt would have them to have been; we had 
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5 39. | 

Before I conſider theſe, I may obſerve, that fince 
he hath betaken ,himſelf to the Epiſcopal Camp, he 
might have been doing with the Weapons, with which 
they fight for their Ceremonies, viz. That they are 


not forbidden, tho' ſuch an Argument would not have | 


concluded for him more than for them ; it would have 


at leaſt been modeſter, than to have ſaid, © That their 


* Communion with a Prieſt of the Church of England, 
e ſtands juſtified either by the Veſiminſter Confeſſion, 
or Solemn League.” 5 


” 


I approve of the Apologiſt, ſo far as he conſutes an 
anonimous Author, in his Exceptions againſt the So- 
lemn League and Covenant, and its binding Obligation 
upon Poſterity, which he aſſerts, p. 32. 33. from it's 
having nothing ſinful in it, and its being a ſuperadded 


Tie to what is morally binding, promiſing to have no 
thing to do with it, when his anonimous Author, 
ſhews any particular Thing in the Covenant, to be 


ſinful; but he ſurpriſes me, when he ſays, p. 3o. 


* That we could not ſwear that Oath of the Solemn | 


League, in ſeveral Reſpects, which I think may 


be very lawfully and dutifully done; if it hath no par- 


ticular Thing in it, that is finful. 


As for the Word 2xtirpate, in the Covenant, I am | 


well enough content, to underſtand it no otherwiſe, 
than in a lawful Way to endeavour in- my Place and 
Calling, the Extirpation of Prelacy ; for I ſhould have 
lived to an hundred Years, before I thought, that it 
meant an offering of Violence to the Perſons of Pre- 
lates; nor can 1 ſee, that tho' that Oath were to be 


ſworn at this Day, the Word extirpate, behooved to 


be altered, becauſe, as the Apologiſt alledges in p. 32. 
It would not now imply the Senſe in which it was 
5+ in the Days of the Covenant, conceived.” | 
Now I wiſh the Apologiſt had told us, what Part of 
the Solemn League and Covenant, which binds us to 
maintain the preſbyterian Church Government, and 
to the Abolition of Epiſcopacy, doth juſtify Preſbyte- 


rians, at a Time, when an Indifferency about the Go- 


vernment of the Church, ſo much prevails, to call in 
| 2 


— — 


„2 
prieſt of the Church of England, who ſuiting himſelf 
o the humour of the Day, goes about maintaining an 
ndifferency about the Government of the Church, but 
yet among the many diviſions of Chriſtians, according 


To his adopted Extract, chooſes to live and dy in out- 


ard Communion with the Church of England. Hath 
this any Tendency in leſs or more, to extirpate Prelacy 
in any Senſe of the Word, or to maintain Preſbytery ? 
Doth not this Practice run croſs to the very Words of 
the Solemn League and Covenant, wiz. * That we 
*. ſhall nor ſuffer our ſelves directly or indirectly, to 
e be divided or withdrawn from this bleſſed Union 
« and Conjunction, whether to make Defection to the 
« contrary Part, or to give ourſelves to a deteſtable In- 
« differency or Neutrality in this Cauſe, &c. 

There cannot be any Thing more oppoſite to the _ 
common Senſe, and meaning of Words, than to ſay, 


„That the keeping Cemmunion with Mr. Whitefield 
“ in the Ordinances of the Goſpel, ſtands juſtified by 


* the Solemn League and Covenant; notwithſtanding 
* of his Epiſcopacy and Supremacy.” As little doth 
ſuch a Practice, ſtand juſtified by the Covenanters 


their carriage towards thoſe, who entred not into this So- 


lemn Bond; and I ſhould think, they were the Perſons 
who underſtood the meaning of the Covenant, tho“ 
truly we need not be beholden to them for any Gloſs 
upon it, ſince it cannot apply to the Apologiſt's Words, 
— 5 be underſtood to be Weſt, and North to be 
outh. | | 

I am aware the Apologiſt will be ready to ſay, that 
the Covenanters behooved to underſtand the ſolemn 
League as juſtifying the holding Communion with E- 
Piſcopalians, and hearing them, notwithſtanding of 
their Epiſcopacy and Supremacy, becauſe this is juſti- 
fied by that Article of the Weſiminſier Confeſſion of 
Faith, concerning the Communion of Saints, wiz. 
* that Saints by Profeſſion, are bound to maintain an 
* holy Fellowſhips and Communion in the Worſhip of 
* God, and in performing ſuch other ſpiritual Ser- 
* vices, as tend to their mutual Edification, &c. _ 
5 | | «© (Com- 


S442 Ps 
© Communion, as God offereth Opportunities, is tg 
% be extended, to all thoſe, who in every Place, call 
„ on the Name of the Lord Jeſus.” | 


Altho' the Words of our excellent Confeſſion, wen 
more to the Apologiſt's Purpoſe than they are; he 


would need a greater Evidence of Mr.JsVhetefield's Saint. 


ſhip, than I have yet heard of; he hath not the com- 


mon Atteſtations requiſite for one, whom we common. 


ly hear or employ in preaching the Goſpel ; his vain 
glorious Aſſertions concerning himſelf in his Journal 
and weekly Hiſtories, do not illuminate his Saintſly, 


but render it very exceptionable. 


But paſſing this at preſent, and to proceed to the 
Quotation from the V efiminſter Confeſſion, we com- 
monly ſay, that an Argument, that proves too much, 


proves nothing; and that ſo is the Caſe, in the Uk 


the Apologiſt makes of that Article of our Confeſiion, 


will appear. 


If that Article be underſtood without Exception, it 


proves too much, or as explained by the Apologiſt, 


Page 35. © that as ſoon as we are ſatisfied concerning 
the Reality of a Perſon's Chriſtianity, tho? we ſhould 
& differ from him, in ſome Points, if theſe Points are 
«* conſiſtent with the Reality of his Chriſtianity, we 


are bound to keep Communion with him in Wor- 


* ſhip.” The Apologiſt will not ſay, that the Church 
of England's Worſhip is inconſiſtent with the Reality 


of Chriſtianity; now if I underſtand the Article in the 
Confeſſion, without any Limitation, I muſt hold Com- 
munion with Saints of the Church of England, as I 


have Occaſion, in their Worſhip. The Apologiſt is 
aware of this, and therefore he adds, Page 35. that 


we cannot fubmit to any Idolatry in our Worſhip, 


or any other ſinful Term of Communion.” But 
J afk, If a Worſhip may not be corrupt, tho' not pro- 
perly idolatrous? May not this corrupt Worſhip be 
practiſed by a Saint, tho' not impoſed as a Term of 
Communion? Am I to join with à Saint in his corrupt 


Worſhip, tho' not impoling it on me as a Term of 
Commu nion??? 
2 | | The 


1 


——  — — 


"—" 


The Apologiſt ſays, Page 35, That a real Chri- 
* ſtian laying aſide, whatever we except againſt in 
© Worſhip, &c. we are there bound by the Confeſſion 
and Covenant, to hold Communion with ſuch in 
the Worſhip of Godeet ,.. 8 

It is to be obſerved, how cautious the Apologiſt is, 
not to call the Worſhip of the, Church of England cor- 
rapt, but to wrap up his Exceptions on the Head of 
Vorſhip, in that of Idolatry, and finful Terms of 
Communion 3 or in the General, of any Thing unlaw- 
fol in their Worſhip. I wiſh he had told us in expreſs 
Terms, if it be lawful to jom in the Worſhip of the 


the Church of England, that he come not afterwards with 

m. Na back Stroke upon us, telling us, that ſuch a Prac- 

I ice is juſtified by the Veſtminſter Conſeſſion, Solemn 
e ” 


League and Covenant. 6 
It he allow the Worſhip of the Church of England 
o be corrupt, and the maintaining of that corrupt 
it WF Worſhip, to be ſcandalous and offenſive; ought I to 
it, {join in Communion with that profeſſed Saint, who 
ing maintains that corrupt Worſhip, tho' occaſionally he 
uld Wjoins with me in my Way of Worſhip? If the Diſci- 
are Wpline of Chriſt's Houſe had free Courſe as it ought, is 
we not a Practiſer and Defender of a corrupt Worſhip, an 
Object of eccleſiaſtick Cenſure? Can he then be ad- 
mitted to Chriſtian Communion, even let him be a 
Saint, till he be recovered from his corrupt Principles, 
as to Worſhip? Whatever the Apologiſt may tl ink, I 
am well warranted from the Word of God, not to hold 
Church Communion with ſuch an One, nor to admit 
him to Church Gommunion with me, 2 Je, iii. 6. 
Me are to withdraw from the Brother that walks dif- 
orderly, and not according to the Traditions received from 
the Apoſiles. Mr. V hitefield's .conforming with the 
Church of Scotland when here, and with the Church 
of England when there; doth heighten and not leſſen 
the Offence; for he cannot join in Worſhip with us, 
without condemning the Worſhip and Government of 
the Church of England, which we pray down; but to 
do this, and then practiſe after the Church of. England 
Way, 


o ) Fes 
Way, yea further, as he doth in his Sermon on Juſi WNow 
fication, to look upon it, as a Misfortune to differ Miſtry 
from the Church of England, and upon the Matter ex.Wexpec 
communicate ſuch as upon a Conviction, ſcruple Fel. Nrhis i 
lowſhip with them, in their corrupt Worſhip ; diſco- 
vers ſuch a Time-ſerving, . and Man-pleaſing Humour, 
as is ſo very inconſiſtent the one with the other, that 

whatever be the Apologiſt's Opinion of his Saintſhip, 
he. cannot according to our Principles, purge him of 
Scandal, and therefore not to be held Communion 
with: A Saint may be juſtly excommunicated; a Mini. 
ſer, whoſe Saintſhip we may not deny, may be juſtly 
depoſed and excommunicated ; in which Situation, we 
are not to hold Communion with him in Worſhip ; but 
if the Argument from the Veſiminſter Confeſſion be un- 
derſtood of Saints, without Exception or Limitation, 

J ought to hold Communion with him. 

I cannot tell, if Mr. Vhiteſelu be excommunicated 
by his own Church of England by any formal Proceſs 
or not; but I am certain, he is under that Sentence, 
according to their 1% facto Excommunications, if 
he hath honeſtly renounced the Supremacy, not that 
I am juſtifying thoſe % facto Excommunications, but 
they may be juſtly pleaded againſt him, who at Fetter- 
Lane Society declared againſt them at Oxford, who 
were ſcrupling the Habits and Ceremonies: 

If a holy Man of a Miniſter, ſhould hold ſome dan- 
gerous Error, own and maintain it, tho' when he iz 
on the North-ſide of Taveed, he doth not preach it, 
but holds forth on it on the South-ſide of Tweed: Should 
I hold Communion with ſuch an One? Or ſhould 
ſuch an One be invited to Scotland, to cure us of nar- 
row Ways of thinking? If I am not to do it upon the 
Account of Doctrine, as little am I to do it on the 
Account of Worſhip. Tho' Mr Whitefield do not 
practiſe their carrupt Worſhip in Scotland, is he not an 

Offender when he practiſes and maintains it in Eng- 
and? Doth he hold the Doctrine of Chriſt who ad- 
heres.to the Epiſcopal Hierarchy, or who preaches an 
Indifferency, about the Government of Chriſt's Houſe? 
: by: x Now 


VVV 
Now let him be a Saint, if I am to run after the Mi- 
iſtry of ſuch a Man, tho' for now or then, he finds it 
xpedient to act otherwiſe, let the Apologiſt ſay, that 
his is the meaning of the Melimiuſter Confeſſion, and 

e will know what to anſwer; but till he ſay that this 

the meaning of the Veſiminſier Confeſſion, he hath 
ſaid nothing from it, to juſtify the Hearing of Mr. 

hitefield. - | 

What I have ſaid, for underſtanding the Article in 
he Confeſſion, with a neceſſary Limitation, is juſtified 
by the Apologiſt himſelf, when applied to defend the 
Hearing of Mr. Wh:tefield, Page 39. © But in the Caſe 
of a Perſon guilty of Immoralities, or otherwiſe ſin- 
ning wilfully againſt his Light, we are bound by the 
Texts abovecited to withdraw from ſuch, that he 
may be aſhamed; and if he perſiſts in ſuch wiifui 
* {inning, he becomes the Object pf Church Cenſure, 
* even to Excommunication. 

If I have failed in commenting upon the Confeſſi- 
on, I thank the Apologiſt for helping me at a dead 
Lift. Now let me aſk him, Doth not Mr. /h:tefield 
In againſt Light, and perſiſts wilfully in this Sin, and 
ſo becomes an Object of Cenſure, when he hath p. 11. 
ppenly declared his Belief, that our Preſbyterian Church 
(whatever were his former Sentiments,) is the beſt con- 

itute national Church on Earth, and yet at the ſame 
Time holds faſt his Epiſcopacy, and chooſes to live 
and dy in the Communion of the Church of England, 
as may be ſeen in his adopted Extract; and this is not 
only his own Purpoſe, but it is his Endeavour, that 


Inone of his praying Societies ſeparate from the Church 


of England, as is to be ſeen in Pages 6. 10. of his Let- 
ter to them, © If ever ſuch Deſigns ſhouid be ſet on 
Foot, I earneſtly pray God, the Abettors of them 
** may be detected, and all their Schemes, tho' never 

* ſo plauſibly corrected, fall to the Ground.” 
The Apologiſt to ſtrengthen his Argument, ſays, 
age 37, 38.:29. © That how ſoon we are ſatisfied of 
* the Reality of each other's Chriſtianity, we ought 
to hold Communion in the Worſhip of God toge- 
g | es > 
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c ther, ſo far as we are agreed 5 and wherein we diffs 
t in Points not inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, we ar 
ee within the Caſe of that Text,” Phil. ini. 15. 16, Nie wi 
Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded hs 
and if in any Thing ye be otherwiſe minded, Ged Hal down 
reveal even this unto you. Nevertheleſs, whereto wy 
have already attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, It 
ws mind the ſame Thing. | 5 
The Apologiſt will remember, that the Commy. 
nion we are upon, is the Communion that is between 
Paſtor and People, he preaching, and they hearing; 
If then I muſt hold this Communion with him in all 
Things wherein we are agreed; how ſoon I am fatisWleven 
fied of his Chriſtianity, our Sufferers in the laſt Epil. 
copal Period, ſhould have heard ſuch of the Epiſcopal 
Clergy, as the Apologiſt allows. Page 3. to have 
been good Men, and to have preached Calviniſtical 
Doctrine; for as I have noticed before, they had ne- 
ver heard of the Act of Parliament 1663. if they bad 
not ſcrupled to hear them, and to concur with them, 
According to this Doctrine, if the Apologiſt were in 
Eng laud, if he have any Exception againſt the Engþ 
Forms, he would not go to Church, till theſe were 
expede, but then forthwith ro Church, to hear the 
Sermon; I ſhould not think this edifying, nor agree- | 
able to Goſpel Order; to hear where J could not join 
in Prayer. Yea were he in France, I believe he 
would not join in the Popiſh Worſhip, but according 
to his Principles, he behooved to go and hear ſuch 
a Man as Father Queſnel, or a Fan/enift Prieſt, who 
might entertain him with a god orthodox Sermon. 
If he {ay, the Caſes are not parallel to our hearing 
Mr. Hhitefield; when we hear him, we can join witty 
him, both in Prayer and Preaching. This hath been 
already noticed, only let me add, by aſking the Apolo- 
giſt two Queſtions; were he in England, and ſaw Mr. 
M hitefeld in his Surplice, reading Prayers in his Deſk, 
would he join with him either in the Prayers, or ſtay- 
Ing out, till he be diveſted of his Death-like Robe, 
juitable enough for ſuch dead Prayers, would he ww” 
| | wards 
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wards go in, and hear his Sermon? Or were a Fanſts. 
1 Prieft in Scat land, praying and preaching without 
his Popiſh Forms ; would he go and hear him ? I hope 
he will not deny but ſome ſuch may be real Chriſtians; 
Wt leaſt Proteſtant Divines, after due Cautions laid 
down, will allow this. If he ſay, he would not; he 
breaks his own Rule of holding Communion in Wor- 
ſhip with every real Chriſtian, ſo far as we are agreed. 

know ſome of Mr. Whitefeld's blind Followers have 
faid, that they ſhould go and hear a Popiſh Prieſt, if 
he would preach like him; yet after all that the Apo- 
logiſt hath ſaid in his miſtaken Principle, I will not 
believe, that he would be a Hearer of a Popiſh Prieſt; 
even tho' he preached like Mr. Whitefield. If he, and 


ſome of my old Acquaintances, would aſſure the Soct- 
pal ety de propaganda fide, of this, I am confident, they 
ave would very frankly accom:nodate them with ſuch Miſ- 
cal M ſionaries, to reclaim them from their narrow Ways of 
ne 


chinking; or I ſhould rather have ſaid, to confirm 
them in their late taken-up latitudinarian Principles. 
Tbeſe defigning Men could make a good Harveſt by 
ſuch Meaſures. | | | 


Now, I come to ſpeak to Phil. iii. 16; 16. adduced 

ere BY by the Apologiſt and others, whoſe Province it is to 

the expound the Scripture, (I ſuppoſe the Apologiſt bears 

ee · not that CharaQter,} to prove this now ſo much prevail- 

1 ing Principle, of holding outward Church Communi- 
: 


on with all that fear God, in-all Things wherein they 
are agreed; but what Branch of this Scripture proves 
that Principle, I am at the greateſt Loſs to find out 5 
it cannot be, as many as be perfect, be thus minded $ 
nor can it be, wwhereto we have alreatly attained, let 
us wath by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame Thing; 
his will ſpeak againſt the beloved Principle. The 
Argument muſt be in the Words, JF in any Thing ye 
be otherwiſe minded, God thall reveal even this unto you, 

The Patrons of Toleration ſwagger with this Scrip- 
ture, as if it did bear them out in their Argument; but 


„ir is new to me, to hear it pleaded for defending of ſuck 
de, a looke Principle, as that of the Apologiſt, and oer 
. £3 Z F 2 | 4 ol . 


I — _ OO — =o - 
— - w — — 
—— — — — 
— — * 
— — 


ef my 


N — DR. CL a 


? | CORD 
Followers of Mr. V hitefield. Theſe two Verſes mul 
be underſtood as they ſtand in Connection with the for- 
mer Part of the Chapter, in which, the Apoſtle dif. 
claims all glorying in the 7ewz/ Religion, and expreſſes 
his Confidence in Chriſt Jeſus, Counting all but Ly; 
and Dung for him; and preſſes towards the Mark, as mt 
having yet attained ; then he exhorts them that are per. 
fect, that are rightly inſtrufted, to ſhew themſelves 
thus minded, and having attained, to the ſame-Knoy.- 
ledge with him, to walk by the ſame Rule, and to 
mind the ſame Thing; if in any Thing ye be otherwiſe 
minded, that is, entertain any Principle different from 
this, God ſhall reveal this to you ; he will juſtify my 


Doctrine by convincing you of its Truth. If the Apo- 
ſtle meant that we ſhould hold a-promiſcuous Commu- 
nion with them that were otherwiſe minded, he ſhould 
prove our holding Communion with them, that betake 


teouſneſs of Chriſt. It is not to be ſaid, that the Apo- 
ſtle means a differing about other Things, but agreeing 
in this neceſſary Doctrine; for J think it is obvious to 
any unbiaſſed Obſerver, that the Difference he ſpeaks 


of, is a Difference about the Doctrine he had been u- 
pon; Tf in any Thing ye be otherwiſe minded, if ye think 
otherwiſe, or different from this, God ſhall reveal even 
this unto you. If the Difference had been about any 


other Thing, the Words had been, God will reveal 
even that unto you, and not this unto you; for the 
Word tdi, confines his meaning to the Doctrine in 


Hand; ſo that it a gloſſing away the Apoſtle's Words | 
to ſay, that he pleads for a promiſcuous Communion 
- with all that in any Thing differ from us, providing| 


they be right as to Chriſt our Righteouſneſs; there is no 


ſuch Thing in the Text; for the Words, God ſpall re. 


weal this unto you, do not at all imply this; although 
the Things of Difference, were other Matters than the 
Doctrine he had written of; and tho' the Difference 

_ Thould be meant efother Things, I think we are for 
bidden to walk with ſuch, when he ſays, wwhereunto wt 
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e already attained let us walk by the ſame Rule, let us 
ind the ſame Thing ; it cannot be, let every one follow 
is Opinion, and let eyery one hold Communion toge- 
er, under all our Diverſity of Opinions, not inconſi- 
ent with the holding Chriſt as our Righteouſneſs, be- 
auſe of what follows, Ver. 17. Brethren be Followers to- 
ether of me, and mar k them which walk ſo, as ye have us 
pr an Enjample. And as I have faid before, what 
roves too much proves nothing : If we take the Apolo- 
iſt, and his Adherents, their Gloſs on this Scripture ; 
e are warranted to hold Fellowſhip with Mr. White- 
eld, or any Engl; Prieft, in their corrupt, and formal 
orſhip ; for ſince I do not, I hope the Apologiſt will 
ot ſay, that their Worſhip is inconſiſtent with their 
zolding Chriſt our Righteouſneſs, or with their having 
e Truth and Reality of Chriſtianity. Thus T have 
Fonſidered their Scipture Argument, in what I think is 
he proper meaning of it, and in that, as contrary to 
Ihe Apologiſt; or even ſuppoſing his own Gloſs, it 
Wrives him into a Practice, he hath not yet undertaken 
o juſtify, namely, the joining in the corrupt, and for- 
al Worſhip of the Church of England; becauſe many 
bo practiſe that Worſhip, are real Chriſtians. 
Before I have done with his Argument from the 
W/ /imin/ter Confeſſion, let me put him in Remembrance. 
df a Clauſe-in his quoted Article, reſtricting the Senſe 
ind meaning, of how far I am to hold Fellowſhip with 
all profeſſed Saints, in the Worſhip of God, viz. © as 
* tends to mutual Edification, that is, if it be not to 


rd, mutual Edification, to hold Communion in Worſhip, 
nonſwith all | profeſſed Saints, I am not to hold it. Now 
ling et us try what Uſe may be made of the Article ſo li- 


mited, in Reference to the Subject in Hand. If my 
Folding outward Church Communion with any Mini- 
ſter, a profeſſed Saint, holding Error, or Errors, puts 

ein Hazard of being led inſenſibly in to a Liking to 
his Error, or Errors; or if my holding ſuch Communi- 
en with him, doth tend to flatter, or harden him in his 
0 Error, or Errors; can it be pretended, that ſuch Com- 
ha „JFC munion 
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to be an Error, he cannot deny Mr. Mhitefield's hold. 


Saintſhip, hath reconciled them to hear him; and hoy 


f * Error, that he is ſo careſſed, and countenanced 
Upon the whole then, Sta 
where is the mutual Edification in hearing, and coun- 


munion is for mutual Edification ? I think, I may 
boldly fay, it is not. The Apologiſt allows Epiſcopacy 


ing this Error; and p. 8. he tells us that the Curates 
* who were ſonnd in their Doctrine, and regular in 
* their Lives, reconciled their Pariſhes, to hear them, 
* and in Time brought them to a Liking to Epiſcopa- 
cy it ſelf.” Apply this to the Apologiſt, and other 
Hearers of Mr. Whitefield; his alledged Soundneſs and 


far they are on the Road of being reconciled to Epiſco- 
pacy it ſelf, I refer to the Apologiſt's Plea, that Mt. 
Whitefield's Bpiſcopacy and Supremacy, are not Rea- 
ſons againſt hearing him; and with Reſpe& to Mr. 
Whitefield, doth it not tend to harden him, in his E- 


y profeſſed Preſbyterians ? 


tenaneing him, who thereby is encouraged to hold an 
Error, and the Hearers, are in ſuch Hazard of being 
led into the Error, when they are already become ſo 
indifferent about it ? And if mutual Edification cannot 
be reached by the Practice, where is the Force of the 
Argument, taken from the Article of the Weſiminſer 


Confeſſion of Faith? 


Furthermore, if the ordering and governing of the 
Church, was a Part of the Apoſtles Doctrine, which! 
hope, the Apologiſt will not deny, if he ſhould, he 
would but expoſe himſelf, then the outward Church 
Communion mentioned in the Article of our Confeſi 
on, is ſuch an outward Communion, as conſiſts with an 


abiding in the Apoſtles Doctrine, and thus I argue, 2 
for other Reaſons, ſo for this, that our Weſtminfter Di" 


vines have annexed that Scripture, Act, ii. 42. i! 


proving and explaining their Doctrine, laid down i 


the quoted Article; Aud they continued fledfaftly in th 


. _ Apoltles Doctrine, and Fellowſhip. Admit once the Or 
der and Government of Chriſt's Houſe, to be lait 
down in the New Teſtament ; it hehooved to be a Pai 


af the Apoſtles Doctrine, which being, they could rc 
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cy Ibe faid, to continue in the Apoſtles Doctrine, whe 
d. would have declared themſelves reſolved to live and die 
tes in ſuch a Communion, and Society as held another Or- 
in der, and Government. | 54 | 
m, allow, that all have not the ſame Knowledge, and 
pa- YDiſcerning, and 1 ſhall as readily as any Man grant, 
ner that it is not every Difference that is to disjoin Church 
nd Members; but among the many Debates of this Day, 
ow about outward Church Communion and Separation; I 
©o- think humbly, that it might be of great Uſe to clear 
Mr. Wand ſhorten the Debate, to obſerve this Rule: That 
fince here, we are in an imperfect State, and know but 
in Part, it is nor every Difference of thinking, that 
eazhtto interrupt eutward Church Communion, elſe, 
am afraid, there ſhould be none in the imperfe& 
tate; but for holding this Communion, there muſt be 
un- Principles of Union, therefore whoſoever violates all, 
| an Hor one, or other, of the Principles of Union, and con- 
ing tinues to defend ſuch a Deed, or Deeds, he is the Se- 
e ſo paratiſt, departing from the Center of Union, Truth; 
mot {and from him, we ought to withdraw, he continueth _ 
the not in the Apoſtles Doctrine. Now if the Apologiſt 
er will allow, the Government of Chriſt's Houſe, to be 

reſbyterian 3 and this to be a Part of the Apoſtles 
f the PPoctrine, and this Government, and Diſcipline, to be 
ch Ine of the Marks of the true Church; as is maintained 
„hey Proteſtant Confeſſioniſts and Divines ; if he will al- 
urch how, the Holding the Government of Chriſt's Houſe 
feſli-ſÞo be a Bond of Union in a viſible Church Society; 
h anben, the Miniſter who holds, approves, and maintains 
nother Government, as Mr. Whitefield doth, he tranſ- 
reſſeth upon this Bond of Union, and ought to be 
Khdrawn from. I wiſh the worthy Miniſters of the 
Aſſociate Preſbytery, (whom, ſo far as I am acquaint- 
in hd with them, I own for the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, 
> Or1inefling for his Cauſe,) would ſtate the Matter thus, 
lait would prevent their running into ſome Extremes, 
 Parfſhich J am grieved for, and which in the Iſſue I am 
d rofraid, ug produce Inconveniencies, they are not yet * 
0 are QT, is #* 
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This may balance what the Apologiſt writes. p. 35 
of being of one Opinion in all Things, while in an im. 
perfect State, and I think it needful, for him, and me, i . 
in ſuch a Reeling, and miſtaking Time, to caution « 
ſtrongly, and not to lay down looſe, and general Aſſer- 1 
tions, which may be interpreted, beyond his, or my 


Intention. | . * 

From what hath been offered, I think the Apologif he 

7 extends his outward Church Communion, beyond what W Ma 
; hath, that I know of, been yet his own Practice, or I ma 
would be his Practice, were Occaſions offering; when iſh yec 

he extends it, to all who hold no Principle inconſiſtent W and 


with the Reality of being a Chriſtian. It is true, p, t 
39. he limits this Principle by Differences in leſſer Mat- 
ters; but what are his leſſer Matters, and how far his 
outward Church-communion extends, he ſhews us P. f 
36, © Separating other Crimes, we find Supremacy and 
* Epiſcopacy, no ſufficient Ground, to refuſe a Man's 
«« Miniſtry, otherwiſe unexceptionable. This he al- / 
| ledges to have been the Practice, in the firſt Epiſcopal I ger 
Period, which hath already been largely noticed; but tha 
as hath been obſerved, this was not till now, in the 
Caſe of Mr. Whitefield, the Practice fince the Revolu- 
tion; ſince which Time, there was no ſubſiſting Rea Mi 
ſon, for refuſing the Miniſtry of ſeverals, but their E- ſue 
piſcopacy, for the Supremacy was abrogated, and the by 
Epiſcopalians then in Churches, had never perſonally | 
. ſwern the Covenants. I am forry the Apologiſt hath I g, 
been at ſo much Pains, to reduce us, to a Liking of E: the 
piſcopacy; eſpecially when ſo much of it doth prevail, to 
and Preſbytery is ſo much on the Decline ; and when 2 qu 
Teſtimony for the much neglected Government of the in þ 
Lord's Houſe, is ſo neceſſary, and ſo many are looking fro 

on that, as a triffling indifferent Matter; which to ule iſ « 
the Apologiſt's own Words, p 15. 16. © were it a iy. 
e ſmall Matter, it becomes great, when a Teſtimony is ſpe 
* concerned in it, were it but an open Window, as in I sh 
- * the Caſe of Daniel.“ CI 5 175 
I know, the Apologiſt will readily fay, that we ar m. 
in no Hazard this Way from Mr. //hitefield, 10 our - }, 
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hearing and countenancing his Miniſtry, ſince, as p. 
15. his great Buſineſs among us, is to reconcile us to 
« our God, to our Miniſters, and to one another in 
Love. . 

I think, the Apologiſt ſhould have ſaid, neither are 
we in Hazard this Way, by Apologies offered for pro- 
ſeſſed Preſbyterians, their embracing his Miniſtry, even 
tho” it be defended now, as no Reaſon for refuſing a 
Man's Miniſtry, becauſe of the Epiſcopacy and Supre- 
macy ; than which, I know not what hath a more di- 
rect Tendency to lead us in to a Liking to Epiſcopacy, 
and to Indifferency about Preſbytery ; and tonſeyuently, 
to a giving up with Preſbytery ; which appears too 
evident to be the Caſe in this Church . and Land, and 
much upon the Advance. | ee 

But what Neceflity of calling in Mr. VMhitgfield, to 
preach the Doctrine of Reconciliation to you? Do not 
your own Miniſters that? If they do not that, Mr. 
Whitefield doth wrong, to reconcile you to ſuch Mini- 
ſters: But whatever juſt Cauſe there is of Complaint, 
that corrupt Doctrine, and a corrupt Miniſtry doth pre- 
vail ; there are yet many Miniſters in Scotland, who 
preach the Doctrine of Reconciliation, and far beyond 
Mr. Whitefield, who hath preached and printed, with 
ſuch corrupt Mixtures, that he had need to be taught 
by ſuch. 5 . 

As to his reconciling you to your Miniſters; how 
doth he that? By teaching you, not to contend about 
the Government of Chriſt's Houſe, which you may go 
to Heaven without; at the ſame Time, he p. 3. paps 
out in his printed Performances, now and then Bemoan- 
ings over them, who have the Unhappineſs, to differ 
from the Church of England; and prays, that ſhe 
* may be the Joy of the whole Earth,” and reſolves to 
live and die in her Communion, and would have us 
ſpeak ſoftly of them who uſe read Forms in the Wor- 
ſhip of God. So that his reconciling you to your Mi- 
niſters, appears not to be to thoſe Miniſters, who are 


maintaing the run down Cauſe of the Church of Scot= _ 


land, but to them, who are declining ſo faſt, from 
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and fince theſe Things cannot be alledged againſt M.! 


not to be juſtified, by any real Preſbyterian. 


SA ö 5 50 d 
the Purity of our Reformation. For tho' ſundry of the 
- Miniſters in Scotland, that are Followers of Mr. Wit 
field, do preach the Doctrine of Reconciliation, they A 
are {o much leavened with Mr. V hitefield's looſe Way % 
of Preaching, and Writing about the Goyernment of 


Chriſt's Houſe ; that it may make thoſe whom they ſe 
formerly looked on as lax on that Head, now to laugh ond 
at them, when others, I believe, are weeping in ſecret, I per 

at the Greatneſs of their Defection. TE "I 

As for his reconciling us to one another, let the Nrece 

Fruits of Mr. WWhitefeld's trafficking in Scotland, ex-M tive 

plain this. It is evident to any unbiaſſed Obſerver, that IE caſt 


if any Miniſter, or private Chriſtians, but maintain ing 
their old preſbyterian Principles, and caution their Ey 
Hearers, and Neighbours, againſt the Looſeneſs of Mr. 
Whitefield's, his Followers breathe forth ſuch a malig- 2 
nant Spirit, as that they cannot keep in common Term ? 


of Diſcretion with their Miniſters, and honeſt Neigh- I gne 
bours; and inſtead of reconciling People to their Mini. 


ſters, and to one another, they are diſaffected to Mini- 
ſters, who preach the Doctrine of Reconciliation, and] 
maintain their Principles, and look with a jealous and} ab. 


inpidious Eye on their Neighbours, if they countenance 


* 


4 - We 
: ſuch, % \ 


Sir, it is more than Time, that I ſhould draw to pr 
Concluſion of this Miſſive, the Length of which hath 


exceeded far my Deſign, when I began to write you; ſur 
but leaſt you charge me on Breach of my Promiſe, to ag 
take Notice of the Apologiſt's third Reaſon, why out C 
Sufferers in the laſt Epiſcopal Period did not hear tif aſt 
Curates, I proceed now to it, as you have it p. 12. th th. 


Subſtance of which turns upon the Immorality of the 
Curates Lives, and*the Unſoundneſs of their Doctrine th 


. Whitefiela, they cannot be a Reaſon againſt Preſpyteri 
ans hearing him, as the Apologiſt pleads. | 
But admitting both theſe were true, there are Abu of 
dance of Reaſons befides, that the embracing of li ſe 
Miniftry, as the Matter is ſtated by the Apologiſt, 


| Eſpe 
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| Eſpecially, if Mr Mpiteſla's own printed Performan- 
ces gives Diſcoveries of Enthuſiaſm daring Preſum- 
ption, and popiſh Superſtition in his Religion; Un- 
Way ſoundneſs, and Inconſiſtency, in his Doctrine; Immo- 
MY rality, and Irregularity in his Life, and Conduct. You 
they ſee, I ſtate theſe Things, in a Way of Suppoſition; 
laugh and if there be no Ground for them, from his printed 
eeret, BY Performances, let his Orthodoxy, and moral Character, 

ſtand fair for me; but if his own Words, and Deeds, 
t the recorded in his Prints, bring forth more than preſump- 
» X tive Evidence againſt him, the Apologiſt will find him 
that calten by the Reaſon our Forefathers had againſt hear- 
atam BY ing the Curates : Should there be but a preſumptive | 
Ty Evidence, he ſtands rejected by the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 3, 

"8 2, 7. 4 Biſhop muſt be blamel:ſs, and have a good Re- 
rt of them who are without. | ; 
eim If I had ſeen ſundry of his Performances, which I 
ick. and have come under the Survey of abler Hands, I 
might make a very large Collection of many Things, 
; that look very unfavourably upon Mr. Vhitgfield's Re- 
Gs if ligion, Orthodoxy, and moral Character; but I muſt 
"00S abridge much of what I might offer, being long ſince 
wearied of the Subject. 

When I ſay, that his own printed Performances, re- 
preſent him, in his Religion, and religious Experiences, 
as enthuſiaſtical, daringly preſumptuous, and popiſhly 
ſuperſtitious, 1 hope, he ſhall not have the Advantage 
againſt me, which he hath againſt a Prelate of his own 
Church; he ſhall not find me quarrelling, as enthuſi- 
F aftical, the-inſuperable Work of the Spirit of God, in 
the Regeneration and Converſion of a Sinner, or the 
precious Doctrine of Juſtification freely, by Grace, 
1 chrough the Faith of Chriſt, as the Lord our Righte- 

J ouſneſs; I wiſh that Mr. Mypitefeld's Sermons had 
nothing in them, inconſiſtent with theſe Truths. 
I am not to undertake a tedious Diſpute on the Head 
ur of Enthuſiaſm, but I may adventure to give this De- 
ſcription of it; which may explain it to very mean Ca- 
pacities ; that it is a ſtrong and fervent religious like 

| | "Qq'$ Izmpreſſion 


— 

— — — — * 

— —— —e— T 
x 


— — — 
I 


— 


— — — — 
- — — 
—— — e 


— 
—— 


— 
— 
— 


| 


| \ 


_ 2 
Impreſſion upon a Perſon, without any Thing of Rez. 


guments to explain, and maintain them; becauſe theſe 
| Reaſons appear good to him, and he doth not aſſert, or 


— — 


the Flaſhes, that may be with a temporary Believer, 


5 


© into 
© was 
White) 
Derien: 
being 
akers 

p. 
was t. 


ſon or Revelation, to account for it, or to ſupport it. 
From which Deſcription, or Definition, we may ſee, 
that we are not to call every one an Enthuſiaſt, who ma 

be wrong in his Principles; or who uſes miſtaken Ar. 


maintain any Thing merely, becauſe he is warmly im- 
preſſed with it, but pleads his Reaſons, ſuch as they are, 
A Fa | | 

If Mr. Whitefield, in the Account of God's der'ings 
with his Soul, or in any other of his printed Perto. man- 
ces, can purge himſelf of Enthuſiaſm, as I have deſeri- 
bed it. I ſhall not charge it upon him, merely becaule 
of miſtaken Principles, maintained by unconcluding 
Arguments, | | 

It is not in my Power to know, when, or by what 
Means, Mr. Whzitefeld was converted, for all the regu- 
lar Method he pretends to lay down in accounting of it, 
J find him, p 40. of the Edinburgh Impreſſion of the 
Account of God's Dealings with his Soul, enjoying 
gre..t Foretaſtes of God's Love, and once in Saint 
Fohn's Church, filled with unſpeakable Raptures, that 
ſays he, I was carried out beyond my ſelf ; and p. 11. 
tho” I had taſted of his Love, my Heart was far from 
him. Now how knew he that this was the Love of 
God? Since all this Time unconverted, and that the 
carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God? How could this 
be the Love of God, that was in him? Or if it was 


by what Means came they? Will it ſatisfy, to tell the . 
Worid, that he felt it, and yet give no Account of the “ 
Means ? | | . | 

P. 15. He tells us, Tnat for a twelve Month, he” “ 
* went on in a Round of Duties, receiving the Sacra- 
** ment monthly, faſting frequently, &c. p. 16. and Wh 
when he was at the Univerſity, he found the Benefit | 
** of the Foundation he had laid in the Country for a 
< holy Life, and yet p. 18. he tells us, that till that 
5 Treatiſe, the Life of God in the Soul of Man, fell 

| ry of . into 


\ : 


a. into his Hand, he never knew what true Religion 
it. . was, and that he muſt be a new Creature,” Mr. 


ee, Nhitefield indeed appears to have his converſional Ex- 
10 reriences formed much on that Book, which ſpeaks of 
Ar- 


being exerciſed to Godlineſs in Order to our being Par- 
akers of the new Nature. ; 1 
P, 22. How knew he, or how could it be, that it 
was the Favour of God, that lifted him up with ſenſible 
re, N Devotion, eſpecially at the bleſſed Sacrament, before 
Religion took Root in his Heart? What was the Na- 
125 ture of his ſenſible Devotion and Upliftings, before he 
n- was convinced, that he behooved to be renewea, e're he 
H- could ſee God? | ons f 
ule WW From p. 24. to 33. we find him, with an inward 
ng eight on his Breaſt, attended with inward Dackneſs, 
| feeling great Heavings in his Body, that he was fully 
nat convinced, that Satan had as real Poſſeſſior and Power 
gu- over his Body, as he had once over Job's. (MI. Hhite- 
Nt Miel ſhould have diftinguiſhed between the Power Satan 
ne got to afflict Fob's Body, and Satan's poſſeſſing his Budy,) 
ng to ſuch a Degree of Influence, that p. 28. his Tutor 
int concluded, he was mad; he continues long in this Con- 
nat dition, mixing his popiſh Cuſtoms p. 28. with Duties 
1. f Religion; and notwithſtanding of his Darkneſs, and 
Om Poſſeſſion by Satan, p. zo. he continues receiving the 
of NSacrament, p. 31. finding Grace in an affecting Man- 
the ner, and abundint Meaſure, ſometimes imparted to his 
his Soul; tho' all this while, I hope he doth not pretend to 
vas Abe converted, becauſe after this Time of Tentation, he 
er, favs, p. 33, © The Star which I had ſeen at a Diſtance 
ne “ before, began to appear again, and the Day Star a- 
he “ roje in my Heart. Now did the Spirit of God take 
[© Poſleflion of my Soul, and as 1 humbly hope, ſeal 
he” eme unto the Day of Redemption.” Had he been 
ra- onverted before; to be ſure the Spirit had taken Poſſeſ- 
nd Won of his Soul. „ | 
fit Let us take a View of the enthuſiaſtick Account of 
"a4 his Outgate from his Diſtreſs, and the Grounds of his 
at oy and Gladneſs, P. 33. © One Day perceiving an 
ell FF uncommon Drought, and a diſagreeable 3 
5 ET nels 


but what was the Ground of his Joy? He ſpeaks of 


e neſs in my Mouth, and uſing Things to allay my 
Thirſt, it was ſuggeſted to me, that when Jeſus 
Chriſt cried out, I thirit, his Sufferings were near at 
an Eud. Upon which I caſt my ſelf down on my 
« Bcd, crying out, I thirſt, I thirſt. Soon after this, 
I found and felt in my ſeif, that I was delivered 
* from the Burden, that had ſo heavily oppreſſed me. 
„The Spirit of mourning was taken from me, and 1 
„ knew what it was truly to rejoice in God my Savi- 
© our, and for ſome Time could not avoid ſinging 
“ Pſalms wherever I was.” Of his Account, this looks 
the likeſt to Satan's caſting out Satan, as Page 25, that 
can be; he gets free of bcuily Diſtreſs ; upon this, he 
hath Joy and Gladneſs; ſpeaks he one Word of pet- 
ting tree from the Bondage of Corruption, in this re- 


markable Deliverance? It is true, he mentions Joy, 


and ſpeaks of the Days of his Mourning being ended ; 


rejoicing in God his Saviour ; but from what Experi- 


ence ſuitable to the Word, did he fetch this Joy? or 


« 


on what Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt ſuitable to his Caſe, 
fince it is not till ſometime hereafter, Page 37. 38, 
that he is inſtructed in the Knowledge of the neceſſity 
of Juſtification by Faith only ? He felt Joy, and he 
can give no other Account of it, but he felt it ; he 1s 
ſure he hath got the Spirit of Adoption, but alas, it 
is before he is inſtructed in the Knowledge of Juſtifica- 
tion by Faith alone. He ſometimes ſpeaks confuiedly 
of Heart Evils, as Page 32, but gives he any folid 
ſcriptural Account of his Deliverance from theſe ? He 
gets free of his bodily Preſſure, and finds a Rapture vf 
Joy, and therefore concludes that the Spirit of God 
had taken Poſſeſſion of his Soul. | | pf 
If Mr. Whitefrld's Votaries will date his Converſion, 
from whit he ſays, Page 19. that upon reading (that 


Arminian Book, The Life of. God in the Soul of Man,) | 
% a Ray of divine Light was inſtantaneouſly darted in 
upon my Soul, and from that Moment, and not till | 


* then, did I know that I muſt be a new Creature.” 
If then he was made a new Creature, then the dr 
| ay 


. 6 
of God had taken Poſſeſſion of him, but this he aſſerts 


not, till his Deliverance in Page 33 


His blind enthuſiaſtical Proceeding in his. religious 


Matters, doth further manifeſt it ſelf, by his daring, 


and preſumptuous Expreſſions and Aſſertions, concern- 
ing himſelf; of which, I ſhall only ſtay to give you 
ſome Inſtances. | 5 | 

It is the Duty of every true Chriſtian, to be a Fol- 
lower of Chriſt; but Preſumption, to pretend to be like 
him in every Circumſtance of his Sufferings. Tho? 
Chriſt was born in a Manger, his Mother being from 
her own Home; that gave Mr. Vhitęſiald no Likeneſs 
to his Saviour, Page 5. that he the Son of an Inn- 
keeper, was born in an Inn; the Children of ſuch, 


are not always the likeſt to their Saviour. I know no 


Argument for influencing a religious Life, that can 
be drawn from being an Inn-keeper's Son, more than can 
be drawn from occupying the Trade of a Carpenter, 


1 | becauſe our Lord wrought in that Buſineſs, Mart 6. 3. 


How preſumptuous and miſtzKken is Mr. -Whitgeld's 
Concluſion, © That God loved him with an everlaſt- 
« ing Love, Page 7. and ſeparated hin: from his Mo- 
© ther's Womb, for the Work to which he afterwards 
« called him, becauſe he found early Movings of the 
« Spirit on his Heart?” Have not many had ſtrong 
common Motions of the Spirit on their Hearts, that 
never were converted? And others, tho' afterwards 
converted, were never called to the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry. | | „ 

While the Holy Spirit had not yet taken Poſſeſſion 
of his Soul, as Page 33. how deluſive and preſumptu- 
ous for him to ſay, that he grew in Favour with 
% God and Man?” He is always fond to arrogate to 


t himſelf ſome great Thing ſpoken of our Saviour, not 


the likelieſt Way of following him in his Humility, 
as he pretends, Page 24. But how could he grow in 
Favour with God, who was not yet reconciled? Or 


how could he be ſure of this, who to uſe his own 


— 


Words, Page 33. © had ſeen the Star but at a Diſ- 


* tance, and before the Day Star aroſe in his Heart.” 


Becauſe 


i „%% ˙ 
Becauſe Page 29. Mr. Yh:zefeld did chooſe a ſoli. 
tary Walk, how preſumptuous for him to pretend 


ances, 


thereby to imitate Chriſt, who was among wild Beaſts * 
when tempted ? Or had there been ſomething in his f Wor 
Practice like that State our Lord was in, when driven Laring! 
into the Wilderneſs, to be tempted of the Devil; was Huteſt 


it his Duty to have made a voluntary Choice of 
Temptation ? Whence could this be ſuggeſted to him? 
Not ſurely from the Spirit of Chriſt, nor from any 
Principle of ſolid Reaſon that can be pretended. 

Time ſhould fail me, to run through, and to Re- 
mark upon all the. odd, and preſumptuous Things, 
that are in the Account of God's Dealings with his 

Soul; but let me mention one Inſtance more, Page 38. 

« The holy Spirit from Time to Time, has led me 


hen c 


need 1 


ies, v 


df the 


nſoun 


o him 


points 


he Sp 


« into the Knowledge of divine Things, and I have ans 
been directed by watching and reading the Scripture Amy A 
in this Manner, even in the minuteſt Circumſtances, feli, 
« as plainly as the Fezvs were, when conſulting Wyres - 
* the Urim and Thummim at the high Prieft's 7anta 
"Feat. * > 7D ay, 

I wiſh Mr. 7 hitg/4 believed and held as I do, Med as 
the Scriptures to be the only Rule of Faith and Man- when 
ners; but yet I do not ſay, that the Scriptures were pave 


. deſigned to be a Rule in the minuteſt Circumſtances, 
no not in the minuteſt Circumſtances of divine Things. 
I chooſe rather to ſpeak in the Words of the excellent 
Meſiminſten Confeſſion, Chap. 1. Sect 6. There are | 
* ſome Circumſtances concerning the W orfhip of God, | 
and Government of the Church, common to hu- 
man Actions and Societies, which are to be ordered 
„ by the Light of Nature, and chriſtian Prudence, 
% according to the general Rules of the Word; which 
« are always to be obſerved.” Now if Mr. Whitefela 
could ſay no more to my ſelf, for proving the twentt- 
eth Article, concerning Rites and Ceremonies from | 
the Word, but let all Things be done decently and in Or- 
der, as he hath failed to prove the thirty nine Articles | 
by the Scripture, as Page 44. of the former Book of 
his, ſo is he far from proving the minuteſt Circum- 
| ſtances, 


eop 
Faitl 
he i 


| . . 
ances, for let Rites and Ceremonies of Man's Appoint- 
nent be but Circumſtances, he can adduce no Serip- 
ure for theſe Circumſtances, but ſince they are a Part 


laringly pretends to be led on by the Spirit in the mi- 
uteſt Circumſtances, and as plainly as the Feaus were, 
hen conſulting the Urim and Thummim. But what 
need I mention the Article about Rites, and Ceremo- | 
ies, when, notwithſtanding of this pretended Meaſure 


nſound Doctrine, that in anſwer to ſome Queries put 


he Spirit had as plainly led and directed him in the 
Knowiedge of divine Things, as the Feæus were, when 
onſulting the Urim and IThummim. I ſhall not in 
my Allowances, go ftraitly to Work with Mr. Whites 
feld, I ſhall allow him all the Improvements and Mea- 


antage of all his Convictions and Retractions; wil he 
lay, that he is as plainly guided, and certainly inſtruct- 


0, Fed as yet in the Meaſures he takes, as the Fewvs were, 
l vhen conſulting the Urim and Thummim, by which God 


gave a preſent Revelation of his Mind and Will to that 

eople? And tho' the Scriptures are a perfect Rule of 
Faith and Manners, yet conſidering our Ignorance in 
Iche imperfect State, and how liable we are to miſiake 


| the Mind of God in the Scriptures, as plainly and cer- 
tainly, as the Feavs did the extraordinary Revelation 
by Urim and Ihummim? His Pretenſions to this, diſ- 


I Impoſition of Hands, for I feel it as much as Eliſbæ 
8 n did N Elijah dropped his Mantle, nay others ies 
= 1t allo. 3 8 
Since Mr. WWhitefeld hath not thought fit to give 
any Anſwer to many of the Queſtions put to him in 

H > Penis 


— 


7 


f Worſhip, he fails notoriouſly in his Proof; tho' he 


ff the Spirit, he hath preached and printed ſo much 


o him in Penſelvania, he proſeſſes a Retraction of ſome 
points; there had been no need of ſuch Retractions, if 


ures to which he hath preſently attained, and the Ad- 


that Rule, will Mr. IW hitefield pretend to underſtand 


over a Spirit of Deluſion. | | 
7 + How daring and preſumptuous is it for Mr. White- 
ell to ſay, as he doth in his Journal, Feb. 4. 1739. 
: Now I know that I received the Holy Ghoſt at the 


* 


| | 53 
Penſilvania, I ſhall here tranſcribe two of them, thy 
remain unanſwered. EY 
1. Whether the giving of the Holy Ghoſt by the 
Impoſition of Hands, was not an extraordinary Gift, 
and now long ago ceaſed ? | | | 
2. Can any ſuppoſe, that the extraordinary Gifts 


and Operations of God's Spirit, are fo ſenſibly felt, of 


carry with them ſo clear a Demonſtration, as the ex- 
traordinary ones did to the Prophets? Or how could 
Mr. Whitefield compare his feeling to Ela? To 
which, let me add. | | % 
3. How could others know, that Mr. Whitefel4 had 
received ſuch a Meaſure of the Spirit, by the laying 
on of the Hands of the Biſhop? „Are we to believe, 
1255 in ordaining Prieſts, the Biſhop ſays, receive the 

oly Ghoſt,) that the Holy Ghoſt is given by the Im- 
poſition of his Hands; eſpecially in ſuch a Meaſure, 
as was beſtowed on Eliſba? | 

4. Altho' E//a endued with the ſanctifying Spiri, 
was not to pretend to Perfection in Holineſs, but was 
a Man of like Paſſions, even as others; was he not en- 
dued with the Spirit in ſuch a Meaſure, as to be pre- 


* ſerved from Error in his prophetical Commiſſion? If 


ſo, how fooliſh and preſumptuous is it in Mr. White- 
field, to tell the World, that he felt the Holy Ghoſt 
as much as Eliſba did, when Elijab dropped his Man- 


tle; when yet, after ſuch an extraordinary Receipt, he | 
goes ſo miſerably wrong in executing his miniſterial ÞF 
Commiſſion; and preaches ſo very much unſound Doc- 


trine ? 


He goes on with his bold preſumptuous Words, in 


his Farewel Sermon at Edinburgh, October 1741. And 


in his Letter to Mr. Cennicł, Number 31. of his week-| 
ly Hiſtory, he ſays, © the Preſence of God at the old 


«© People's Hoſpital, was really very wonderful, the 


* Holy Ghoſt came down like a mighty ruſhing| 
Wind.” We read of the like, Ads ii. 2. upon the 
extraordinary Effuſion of the Spirit; but as his Evider-|Þ 
ces come ſhott in all reſpe&s of that Manifeſtation, it 
mult be added to the Number of his blind and daringh 


Allertions , 


Aſſertions, of which, he is not like to be eaſily cured; 
the Diſeaſe grows upon him, a ſmall Volume might 
be requiſite for illuminating his Character in this one 
Point alone; and therefore I ſhall proceed with one 
Inſtance more from his Letter, dated Edinburgh, Fune 
4th 1742. to his dear Brother Abbot, © As ſoon as 1 
« was on Shore, the Holy Spirit filled my Soul.” 


Going to ſee ſome Perſons, he ſays, © The Holy Ghoſt 


« overſhadowed us.” Luke i. 35. ſhews on. what Oc- 
caſion, that Expreſſion was uſed. Mr. Thiteſield ſpeaks 
confidently of extraprdinary Meaſures of the Spirit in 
others, as well as in himſelf, but what are the extraor- 
dinary Effects? Work they Miracles? Speak they 
with Tongues? If a Huſh of Attention in hearing a 
moving Diſcourſe were Warrand to ſay, That the Spi- 
rit came down like the ruſhing of a mighty Wind, 
yea, add ſome Emotion among the People, many Mi- 
niſters might have pretended ſuch Things, before Mr. 
Whitefield was heard tell of; but we have not ſo lear- 
ned Chrift, nor dare we ſpeak in ſuch a preſumptuous 
Manner of the Operations of the Holy Ghoſt. 

But whatever be the Meaſure of the Spirit beſtowed. 
on him, or whatever be the Spirit, by which he is 


led, we find him in the Account of God's Dealings 


with his Soul, Popiſhly Superſtitious ; and no Wonder, 
conſidering how much he hath dealt with popiſh Au- 
thors, who, I am afraid are but too dear to him, and 
his Commendations of them, are too ſtrong; not to 
beget a Suſpicion. 1 | | | 

As for his holy Seaſon of Lent, p. 32. and the Ob- 
ſervation thereof, I ſhall not ſtay to ſhew, how much 


| the Church of England and he, do ſymboliſe with Pa- 


piſts in that and other Things; but I am yet to be in- 


ſtructed in it, if ever the Chuch of England taught, 


that ſuch Popiſb Pennances, as a patched Gown and 
dirty Shoes, were Means to promote the {piritual Life, 
as Mr, Whitefield ſays, p. 26. they were to him, altho' 
he tells us, I was convinced that the Kingdom of 


| © God did not conſiſt in Meats and Drinks, 2 I re- 


* ſolutely perſiſted in theſe voluntary Acts o Self- de- 
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Chriſt, 


60. 
** nial.” Sure I am, the Means for promoting the fp, 
ritual Life, do belong to the Kingdom of God; tho! 
frankly own that a patched Gown and dirty Shoes, do 
not, nor are Means in any Reſpect, for promoting the 
Spiritual Life; but I leave him to be directed as to the 
Means of the Spiritual Life, to Kemps, and Caltaniza, 
his darling Authors. But this inſenſible Way of intro. 
ducing Pop;/> Pennances and Cuſtoms, do add to the 
Suſpicion of his being a Romiſb Emiſſary, and that the 

Methodiſts are carrying on the Deſigns of Rome ; which 
Suſpicion will not be removed, tho' many of them 
ſhould not know ſo much; for whoever pleaſes to con- 
ſuit the ſecret Inſtructions of the Jeſuites, printed at 
Loudon 1723. will find it a Knack of that ſubtile Body 
to employ Inſtruments in ſuch a Way; and it hath been 
obſerved of Mr. Whitefield, that - tho* now and then, | 
he gives a blind Scream againſt other Hereticks, and 
erroneous Perſons, the Papiſis come ſeldom in his Way, 
tho” ſince they much prevail, it is needful to take much 
Notice of them. 1 | 


But next, let us ſee what is to be ſaid to the Unſound- 


neſs and Inconſiſtency of Mr. WWh1tefield's Doctrine. I 


ſhall not offend him nor his Friends, by calling his 
whole Doctrine diabolical ; yet it will not entitle him to 
the Character of a Preacher of the Doctrine of Jeſus 


that he preaches many precious Truths. Pa- 
piſts and very groſs Hereticks do that, and ſome of the 


worſt of Books, have yet ſome excellent Stroaks in | 


them; yea it is the Art of the old Serpent, who can 
transform himſelf into an Angel of Light, to lay ſome 
dangerous Error beſide ſome precious Truth, that the 
one may not be ſuſpected in the Neighbourhood of the 
other; by which Means, there are too many that take 
all in a Lump, by not eſpying the Snake in the Graſs; 


nor ſuſpecting Dunger at their Hands, who appear zea- 


lous for ſome Points of Truth, who, before they are 
aware, are taken off their Feet. Ws 

itno' Mr. Whitefield pretended to my ſelf, after he 

had heard me preach againſt ſundry of his Errors, that 

if I had ſeen his Anſwers to the Pen/ilvanian Queries, 

| i | containing 
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N . a 
containing his retracting what was alledged to be wron 
in his Doctrine, I would not have preached fo avainſ 
kim; yet now, that it is ſome conſiderable Time, 
ſince I have read I. is Anſwers to theſe Queries, I neither 
e find him anſwering all that was on juſt Grounds except- 
ed againſt him, nor in all wherein he anſwers, giving 
Satisfaction either by his Anſwers, or after Practice; 
but as there are ſundry Things of Importance, then, 
and fince, exceptionable in his Doctrine, that are not 
contained, yea in ſome Inſtances could not be contain- 
xd in the Penſilvanian Remarks, I ſhall after I have 
ſhown the Unſatisfactorineſs of his Anſwers to theſe, 
ondeſcend upon other Inſtances of the Unſoundneſs, and 
Inconſiſtency of his Doctrine, and Principles. | 
The Penſilvanian Queriſts, juſtly quarrel Mr. White- - 
eld for ſaying, © That Adam was adorned with all the 
« PerfeQtions of the Deity.” Altho' they juſtly allow 
is Correction to be leſs exceptionable, vg. That he 
was adorned with all the moral communicable Per- 
fections of the Deity.” But they as juſtly query 
Mill, if this Correction may not be further corrected ? 
or is it not evident, that even the communicable Per- 
ections of the Deity, are not properly communicated to 
is Creatures; for what is there in the Creature but a 
reated Quality, that bears a dark Reſemblance of thoſe 
a- erfections, which in God are Eſſential ? | 
he Mr. Whitefield having corrected what he had faid, o 
mn Men's depending on their own Righteouſnefs, and not 
an n the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed to, and inhe- 
ne zent in them, thus; © I would expreſs myſelf in this 
© IF Manner, who have neicher Chriſt's Righteouſneſs im- 
ie I puted to them for Juſtification in the Sight, nor Ho- 
de lineſs wrought in their Souls, as the Conſequence of 
hat, in Order to make them meet for the Enjoy- 
ment of God.” The Queriſts juſtly reply, that to 
pend on Chriſt's Righteoufneſs inherent in us, 
Wells of rank Antinomianiſm : If it ſhall be ſaid, 
Were was no more intended than inherent Holineſs ; to 
dend on this in Part, and on Chriſt's Righteouineſs in 
rt, would be true Arminian or popiſh Dialect; and 
| | therefore 


7 


a Stroke of falſe Divinity, to be put upon it, as what 
he had preached before of joining our Tears with the 


ſwers this Point. To avoid all Miſtakes, I would 


World, for which he was condemning another ? 


Who bruiſed the Serpent's Head, by his Obedience . 
« and Sufferings, was ſpiritually conceived in the Heal. a 


( 62 
therefore deſerved at Mr. Nhiteſeld's Hand, as black 


Blood of Chriſt, to waſ away the Guilt of Sin. I can. 
not but obſerve, how ſuperficially Mr. Wh:tefeld an. 


% expreſs myſelf in this Manner.” Theſe Words lock 
not like one much affected with uttering ſo much fal. h 
Divinity. | ; * 

It is to be obſerved that with the ſame Air of Indife- I. P. 
rence, he corrects his Words, That we mult be new, 0 
« Creatures in Order to qualify us for being ſavingly in. Li 
“% Chriſt,” ſaying read,“ for ir us for livingeter. WW .. : 
„ nally with Chriſt.” Theſe are Words of a very di. 2 
ferent Meaning. Is this the Spirit leading him into the ” 


Knowledge of divine Things, according to the Scrip- . * 
tures in the minvteſt Circumſtances. as plainly as the i 
2s were when conſulting the im and Yunmnin zich 
hat can be plainer than 2 Cor. v. 17. That the} che f 
new Creature is the Evidence of Ingraftment toChriſt, ani Nhe 0 


the Effect of his regenerating Spirit? I do not complan| 


of Mr. V hiteſeld's cenfuring Arch-Biſhop T:/lot/on, who, _ 
(whatever were his other excellent Qualities, an Armi- . 7 


nian to be ſure he was) who intitles one of his Books 
on the Nature of Regeneration, and its Neceſſity in . 
Order to our Juſtification and Salvation; yet, tho' Mr, 
Whitefield, now that he is found Fault with for the bolt 
fame Doctrine, preached by that Prelate, makes a pa- 


| fing Correction, what ſhall be thought of him, wioh 1 


was preaching and publiſhing the ſame Doctrine to the 


* 
11 


When Mr. Whitefield corrects that Expreſſion 
„The Man Chriſt Jeſus is ſpiritually formed in you 
4 Hearts.” I would alter it thus, That Chriſt ul 
* formed within you; he takes no Notice of an EN 
preſſion of the {:me Import, cenſured by the Querits . pe 
iz. © That Jeſus Chriſt as the Seed of the Womalllc, 


* the 


* of Eve, till he huddle it in with another Thing 
| 0 
3 Aſt 
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5 * 
ow contradictory to Truth, and inconſiſtent with 
imſelf is Mr. Whitefield, in his Sermon on the indwel- 
mg of the Spirit; when tho' in one Part of it, he ſays, 
That we muſt actually receive the holy Ghoſt e'er 
we can ſay, that we truly believe in Jeſus Chriſt;“ 
yet in another Part of it, he ſays, For notwithſtanding 
that you are all now ſunk into the Nature of the 
« Beaſt and the Devil, yet, if you truly believe in 
* Jeſus Chrift, you, ſhall receive the quickning Spirit 
* promiſed in the Text, and be reſtored to the glorious 
Liberty of the Sons of God, Upon this, the Que- 
iſts do well remark, * Doth not Mr. W/ itefield in 
* this laſt Clauſe ſeem to make true Faith an antece- 
dent Condition, to be performed by them in Order 
to receive the quickning Spirit?” Tho! J am far 
From making the whole Duty of Man my Confeſſion of 
Faith, and am of Opinion, that it is a dangerous Book, 


1 and falls vaſtly ſhort of the Title, I cannot but allow) 
the Queriſts Quotation from it to be better Divinity, 


than this of Mr. Vbitefield. Says the whole Duty of 
Man, © Chriſt was to enable us, or give us Strength, 
* to do what he requires of us, Says Mr. Whitefield, 
we muſt believe e're we receive the quickning Spi- 
Kik.“ | . 
Mr. Whitefield inſtead of retracting this Error, goes 
about to juſtify it, and thinks to reconcile the jarring 
xpreſſions in that Sermon, from the Words of Paul to 
he Epheſians, After ye believed, ye were ſealed by the 
Spirit of Promiſe. Might you not as reaſonably blamed 
Jeſus Chriſt, for ſaying to a dead Man, Lazarus come 


a 7% 


. ort h. To which it is well replied by the Queriſts.“ That 
. the Aim of the Apoſtle to the Eyheſtaus, is to ſhew, 
Fu. * that they had attained Aſſurance by the Spirit's 


Sealing, not at their firſt Converſion, but after they | 
believed, thereby ſignifying, that Faith of Adhe- 
* rence may be prior, not only in Order, but in Time 
to that of Aſſurance; the Exerciſes of the Faith of 
* Adherence being the Means of their receiving a far- 
ther Degree of the Spirit, to beget in them Faith of 
Aſſurance, which is the Effect of his ſealing Work ? 


riſts 
mai 
ene 
early 
ning 


7 


e Tt were monſtruous from this to infer, that. they had 
not received the Spirit in his ſanctifying Influence 


 « Lazarus to come forth, Chriſt had Power'to work 


. expreſs themſelves in a moſt intelligible Manner. 


Nature of the Father into the Nature of the Son, and in 


this Commiſſion be fulfilled ? If the Prieſt can fulily 


— 


. _" 
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*« before they believed. As to Chriſt's commandin 


the Miracle; and was exerting his Power in this In- 
©& ſtance at that Time. And for an other who hath not 
* the ſame Power, to uſe his Words in the like Caſe, 
* would be as ridiculous, as Mahomet's commanding 
« the Mountain to come to him, whereas, after all, 
%% Mahomet was obliged to go to the Mountain.” If 
there were need to add any Thing to theſe Anſwers, 
IT might remark, that Mr. Vhitefield cannot juſtify 
himſelf by our Lord's Words to Lazarus, unleſs our 
Lord had bid Lazarus act Life, before he gave him 
Life, or had bid him riſe from the dead by his own} 
Power. : | 
However, ſays Mr. Whitefield, inſtead of quickniny 
Spirit, let it be read © ſanctifying Spirit.“ What doth 
that amend the Matter, unleſs he had been ſpeaking of 
them who were already renewed by the Spirit ? But 


10 v 
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his Speech is of them, who, as yet have not the Spirit, Sy 
and are half Brute, half Devil, and who, upon their} 
believing, are to receive the Spirit, and to be reſtore} N. 
* to the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God.” I ca . «-. 


make no Account of Mr. Whitefeld's charging the MW. 
the Queriſts, as arguing unclearly on this Head, unlei . 
it was to excuſe himſelt at the Hand of his blind Vo-. 
taries, for not ſaying more upon it; fince the Queriſs . 
The Queriſts juſtly quarrel what Mr. Myiteſieli hath N 5 
uttered in the former Sermon, that baptiſing in theft. - 
Name of the Father, &c. might be tranſlated, into the. 

8 


the Nature of the holy Ghoſt. What ſay the Queriſts, Y. 0 
can be meant by baptiſing Men into the Nature of th, u. 
Father, Fc. unleſs it be regenerating Men? If oY. E 


can one Man regenerate another? How then coul! fi 


im 
Ce 


this Commiſſion in this Senſe of it, why may he oP 
as well turn the Bread and Wine in the other Sacrameil 


into the Body and Blood of Chriſt > | 


7 


[ 


All that Mr. Whitefield anſwers to this, after we 
have ſeparated it from his Anſwer to another Exception 
hudled in with it, is, we are made Partakers of the 


4 divine Nature. Theſe Words (in the Lord's Prayer) 
In. may be left out; tho' if the Word (Name) ſignifies 
not FE God's Attributes, why may it not fignify his El. 
ie * ſence? What are God's Attributes but God himſelf ?”? 


Any one may ſee, that there is no Retractation here; 
Por any Anſwer to theſe important Queries put to him: 
To whoſe Anſwer, the Queriſts do well reply; © By 
* the Texts of Scripture you cite, you ſeem plainly to 
grant, that by our being baptiſed into the Nature of 
the Trinity, you intend our being made Partakers 
* of the divine Nature, 2. e. our being regenerated : 
And therefore we ſhall aſk, whether this Commiſſion 
F impowers and authoriſes Miniſters to regenerate the 
* Perſons baptiſed by them? If ſo, would it not be 4 
good Deed to baptiſe the unregenerate ? Arid would 
Fit not be a needleſs Work to baptiſe one already re- 
generated? Nor do we ſee that your leaving out 
WF theſe Words (in the Lords Prayer) doth affect the 
Matter any Whit for the better. And tho' we ſtand 

without wavering to our Conceſſion, that by God's 

Name in theLord's|Prayer, is ſignified God's Attributes; 


the Titles, Ordinances, Words and Works, and every; 
ek Thing by which God maketh himſelf known; yea 
let it be granted further that Cod's Attributes, eſ- 


ſentially conſidered, do ſignify his Eſſence, for what 
are God's Attributes in the Senſe aforeſaid, but God 
LF himſelf? Is this Rope enough to remove the Ab- 
ſurdity? Can a Miniſter baptiſe Men into the Eſ- 
c ſence of God? Will not this lead Men into the old 
Antinomian Cant, of being godded with God, and 
F* chriſted with Chriſt? If this be not the native Ten- 
dency of this Chain of arguing, will any Body tell 
„us, What Uſe can be made of the Arguments uſed 
here?“ But hereby, when we ſpeak of God's At- 
Fributes, as one of the Things by which God maketh 
Pimſelf known to us, we do not conſider thein but as 
erkealed in his Word; and do appear in his Werks; ifi 

| I which 
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- , which Senſe they are a Name to us, to know God 
The Queriſts had the greater Reaſon to charge An- 4 5 
tinomianiſm upon him, if it be confidered, how he ex- 5 
preſſes himſelf in his Letter to the Societies, reprinted IM « T 
this Year at Edinburgh, without any Correction of what 
may warrant this Charge againſt him; p. 10. 11.“ For iſ « fe 
*- unleſs a Man be born again from above, and made iſÞ « 3 
*© a Partaker of the divine Nature, by the Indwelling 


e of God's holy Spirit, he can in no Ways enter into || « po 
* the Kingdom of Heaven.” If Mr. Whitefield had ſh « m 
ſaid no more, I ſhould have applauded his Doctrine, « ye 


as moſt true, and neceſſary Doctrine; but what adds 
he? © Whoever denies this to be true in the moſt literal e ,1 
and abſolute Senſe of the Words, knows nothing as 
* he ought to know.” If by the In-dwelling of the H of 
Spirit, a Man be Partaker of the divine Nature, in the Ne th 
moſt real, literal and abſolute Senſe; What elſe can s £6 
it poſſibly mean, but that the Man who receives the 
Spirit, becomes God. I wiſh Mr. Whitefield would N « @ 
fairly confeſs Ignorance and Raſhneſs in ſuch a groſs e he 
Expreſſion. If there be Deſign in publiſhing ſuch Prin- H 7 
. . ciples, after ſo many pretended Retractations, what a 4 is 
blaſphemous Evangeliſt muſt Mr. Vhitefield be? If he I &: 
be ready to correct his Errors, ſorry I am, that fo e g 
many Miniſters, and others, who are ſo much devoted I cc t 
to him, ſhould not more ſtrictly inſpe& what he preach- N u 
es and prints, but inſtead of this, are ſo much taken 
up in commending and recommending him and his 
Doctrine. | q 
The Penſilvanian Gentlemen aſk Mr. Whitefield, Þ 
Whether or no, his calling, praying, faſting, hearing, 
reading, and the Sacraments, not only Means, but allo Weger 
eſſential Ones too, be not popiſb Dialet? We own ths Win 
Means of Grace, and Uſe of them, neceſſary to us, Moy: 
| becauſe commanded, but cannot God ſave Men with- Woo, 
out them ? : | Ito V 
Mr. WVhitefi:ld's Amendment is like the Tinkers, tion 
who, amending one Hole, put out another; all he ſays, vill 
_ , Me 
Ire 
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. is, after eſſential ones too, inſert, © If Perſons are ca- 
n. pable of performing them.” | 

wo But let me here tranſcribe the Reply of the Queriſts. 
ed if « To try the patched Pot newly mended, Sacraments 
at „ are eſſential Means, if Perſons are capable to per- 
or „ form them. If ſo, what will become of the whole 
de if «« Body of Mr. Whitefied's religious Quakers? Is it 
ug not very hard that they are all loft, through the in- 
to „ diſcernible Hole, after all the Pains of Scouring and 
ad If « mending the cracked Pot? Is this your Kindneſs to 
©, „ your Friends? Where is Bigotry now? If Sacra- 
ds e ments are eſſential Means, muſt it not follow, that 
al « all who partake of them are all ſaved, c. Will 
as 4 it not follow that all who are capable of partaking 
he Wh « of the Ordinances, are capable of performing ſome- 
he Wh « thing that is eſſential to Salvation? For we mult under- 
a „ ſtand that they are ſpoken of, as Means. What ſay 
he . you now, will it quit Coſt, to be at ſo much Charge to 
ud „ firive to mend an old Popiſh Term? Or will it not 
ols © be much better to exchange it for the true Proteſtant 
n Þ © Term, neceſſary inſtead of eſſential? For the Truth 
ta . is, Ordinances are neceſſary, becauſe commanded, 
* &c. To negle& them, when we may enjoy them, or 
0 « deſpiſe them is a crying Sin; but if they are eſſential 
ed © to Salvation, how could the Thief on the Croſs, or 
b. unbaptiſed Infants be ſaved, &c. Is it a ſmall Mat- 
en g ter, thus to offend againſt God, and the Generation 
his of his Children, merely for the Sake of ſymbolizing 
FF % with Papiſts in plain Error, c?“ N 
„Do not the Queriſts juſtly obſerve how inconſiſtent 
15 Mr. Mhiteſeld is with himſelf, in making Sacraments 
2 eſſential Means of Salvation, when in his Journal he 
us \Ftftinks the Notions of his Quakers in French Bay, a- 
u bout walking, and being led by the Spirit, right and 
h- good; when yet they denied the Sacraments, according 
o Mr. Vpbitefield, eſſential Means of Salvation his Correc- 
18 | jon, © to them that are capable of performing them, 
„vill not ſecure the Salvation of his ſpiritual Quakers, 
1, [Fince they who deny an eſſential Mean of Salvation, 
ire not in a Capacity of performing it, and ſince they 


Aerni 


deſpife an eſſential Mean of Salvation, what Spirit 
walk they by? By what Spirit are they guided 
ſurely not, by the Spirit of God. In whatever high 
Eſteem their Spirit may be with Mr. Whitefield, | 
am ſorry he hath ſuch a Mixture of their Spirit. 

J might ſurther obſerve on his Anſwers to the P. © h 
fikvanian Queries, and how much he hath neglected 0 1 
anſwer many of them, at the Time he hath but ſuper. M Mr 
ficially anſwered the moſt of them; but this Enquiry iſ of 
ſwelling on my Hand, I would lay before you other 

unſound Articles, gathered from his printed Perfor- 
mances ; and ſome of them but of a late Date, of 
which, I have not heard any Retractation, and in ſome 
of which Errors, he doth with great Aſſurance per-] 

ſiſt. Dn 1 

Ho ill muſt Mr. W}ztefe/d be inſtructed in the chr 
ſtian Syſtem, when his Errors do affect fo great a Par} 

of it? What an inconſiderate, or ill deſigning Pre» c 

cher muſt he be, when, tho' in one Part of his Works, 1 m: 

he would ſeem Orthodox in ſome Points; in other Part R. 

of them theſe are again deſtroyed. 2 

For all the Orthodoxy he would ſometimes pretend“ “ 
about the Decrees, and God's diſtinguiſhing everlaſting  ** 

Love; how doth he miſtake the Matter? when p. 13. 

of his Sermon on what think ye of Chriſt? He ſay, MW © 

the Reaſon or firſt Cauſe why the Son of God took S. 

<* on him our Nature was the Fall of our firſt Parents. | w 

Far is it from me to ſay with the old Schoolmen, or E 

with the Sccinians, that Jeſus Chriſt would have taken“ 1 

on him the Nature of Man, if Man had not ſinned ] 

yet the firſt Cauſe was God's eternal Purpoſe of Love n 

Fon iii. 18. 1. Pet i. 19, 20 Eph. i. 4. Rom. vil t 

30. Rom. v. 8. and many other Places. Let us hegt a t 

our excellent We/minſter Confeſſion, Chap. 3. Set. „ | 

6. © Thoſe of Mankind who are predeſtinated uni f 

< Life, before the Foundation of the World was laid, 

© God, according to his enternal immutable Purpols,! i 

* and the ſecret Council and good: Pleaſure of hs 1 

Will, hath choſen in Chriſt to everlaſting Glory | 

out of his mere free Grace and Love, without an} 

"LIP 3 «« Foreſighi 
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« Foreſight of Faith or good: Works, or Perſeverance 
jn either of them, or any other Thing in the Crea- 
« tures, as Conditions or Cauſes moving him there- 
“ unto----as God hath appointed the Ele& unto Glory, 
% ſo hath he by the eternal and moſt free Purpoſe of 
« his Will, foreordained all the Means thereunto.“ 
There cannot be any Thing plainer in Oppoſition to 
Mr. VMhiiefield's Doctrine. To this agrees the Doctrine 
of the Church of E»g/and in their ſeventeenth Ar- 
ticle. © Predeſtination to Life, is the everlaſting Pur- 
« poſe of God, whereby (before the Foundations of 
the World were laid) he hath conſtantly decreed by 
« his Council Secret to us, to deliver from Curſe and 
«© Damnation thoſe whom he hath choſen in Chriſt 
out of Mankind, and to bring them by Chriſt to e- 
« yerlaſting Salvation, as Veſſels, made to Honour.“ 

As Mr. Whitefield hath thus preached erroneouſly 
concerning the firſt Cauſe of Chriſt's aſſuming the hu- 


man Nature, ſo hath he done the ſame, concerning the 


Revelation of the eternal Deſign and Purpoſe of Grace, 
when p. 1. of his Sermon on the Eternity of Hell Tor- 
“ ments, he ſays, © The Excellency of the Goſpel Diſ- 
« penſation is evidenced by nothing more, than theſe 
“ Sanctions of Rewards and Puniſhments it offers to the 
“Choice of its Profeſſors.” How greedily would a 


Socinian ſwallow down this Doctrine, or any others 


who deny the Satisfaction of Chriſt? Doth not the 
Excellency of the Goſpel Diſpenſation ly in the glad 
Tidings of great Joy, that to us is born a Saviour, 
Jeſus the Lord ; that he hath ſhed his Blood, and 


Fo made Peace by his Death? I allow all Regard to 


the Sanctions of Rewards and Puniſhments, revealed in 


hegt , the Word; but where ſhould be the Reward, if there 


had not been Attonement ? What Choice ſhould Go- 


ſpel Profeſſors make, if there were not a regenerating 
Work of the Spirit, determining them ? And there- 


fore by theſe, more than any Thing elſe, the Excel- 
lency of the Goſpel Diſpenſation is evidenced. | 

Doth Mr. V hitęſeld broach his Miſtakes upon the 
Decree, and the Revelation of the Purpole of Grace? 
| He 


* pare the Way before him.” Here a ſtrange Potch ! 


dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins can thus deny themſelves. 


He doth fo alſo, and that in a moſt dangerous Way, 
upon the Means of our partaking of Grace. Mr. 
Whitefield lays ſometimes the moſt dangerous Error 
beſide ſome very precious Truth. . We find him, 
P. 11. of his Sermon on Self-denial, ſpeaking about 
our being ſpiritually dead, and that the Power of rai- 
fing the ſpiritually dead, belongeth only to God; 
but he daſhes all down again, Pag. 15. When Jeſus 
js about to take Poſſeſſion of a converted Sinner 
« Heart, Self-denial like John the Baptiſt mutt pre- 


a Sinner converted, and Chriſt not as yet poſſeſſing his 
Heart; a Sinner converted, but yet Chriſt not poſſe. WW 
fing his Heart, till Self-denial like Jobs the Baptiſt F if hi 
prepare the Way before him! iJere the Plough before Priſo 


the Oxen, here the Effect before the Cauſe; till Chriſt eur 


poſſeſs our Hearts by his Spirit, there will be no Self. Cha 


_ denaal, unleſs it be meant of a patcht Gown and dirty . 85 


Shoes, and the like. | . 

What Mr. Hhiteſiel had before ſaid of our being | ys 
ſpiritually dead, and that nothing but the Power of . © 
God can raiſe the ſpiritually dead; he weakens again, . * 
P. 16. © Since we are fall'n, fickly, diſordered Crea- v 
“ tures, this Self ſuffering, Self- Renunciation, are the i 
% indiſpenſible Means of recovering our primitive Glo- 
« ry.” In one Part he would have us dead, in ano- . 
ther Part, he would have us ſickly and diſordered. In | y 
one Part, he would only have us raiſed by the Power | 
of God, in another Part, he makes Self-ſuffering, and | 
Self-renunciation, the indiſpenſible Means of our Re- 
covery, when it is utterly impoſſible that they who are | 


One would be ready to judge Mr. Whitefield moſt” * 


Orthodox P. 19, of that Sermon, when he ſays, © Our # : 
* Souls by Nature are in a ſpiritual Dungeon, fleeping IR. 
* and fait bound between the World, the Fleſh and F.. | 
e the Devil, not with two, but ten thouſand Chains 5 


* of Luſts and Corruptions.” All good, but how are 
we delivered? He ſays, * Now Ieſus Chriſt like St. 
3 | | | % Peter's | 


\ 


Xe | CS } | 
© Peter's good Angel by his, Goſpel, comes and opens 
the Priſon Door, preſcribes Self-Denial, Mortifica- 
V. tion, Renuntiation of our ſelves, and the World, as 
or, ſo many ſpiritual Keys which will unlôck our 
« Sheckles, make them fall off from our Hearts, and 
our “ ſo reſtore us to the glorious Liberty of the Sons of 
ai. WE God.” I think no Wonder that this be Mr. Whzte- 
d; Melis Doctrine, fince he hath learned it from Dr. Scou- 
ſas (g's Life of God in the Soul of Man, and hath formed 
1; his converſional Experiences ſo much on that Book, 
re. which yet is recommended by Dr. Miſbart without any 


u | MAnimadverſion made by the Judicatures of the Church. 
his Alas! how little is the Truth looked to? my Chains 
el. {will never fall off, if Chriſt open not the Priſon Door; 
tin if his inſuperable Power, be not the Key to open the 
re [Priſon Door. Mr. Whzzefeld's Doctrine, and that of 
it [Four excellent Ye/fiminfier Confeſſion, are Antipodes. 
f. Chap. g. Sect. 3. Man by his Fall into a State of 
ty “ Sin, hath wholly loſt Ability of Will to any ſpiritu- 
* al good accompanying Salvation; fo as a natural. 
ng“ Man being altogether averſe from that good, and 
of “ dead in Sin, is not able by liis own Strength to con- 
n, I“ vert himſelf, or prepare himſelf thereunto. Sect. 4. 
a- When God converts a Sinner, and tranſlates him in- 
he “to a State of Grace, he freeth him from his natural 
o- Bondage under Sig; and by his Grace alone, enables 


* him freely to will, and to do that which is ſpiritual- 
* ly good.” Yea his Doctrine is not agreeable to the 
$1074 Article of the Church of England, which yet he 


er 

d {pretends to have proven by the Seriptures. viz. * The 
e- Condition of Man after the Fall of Adam is ſuch, 
re that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his own 
s. natural Strength and good Works, to Faith and 
l. calling upon God. Wherefore we have no Power 
ix “ to do good Works pleaſant and acceptable to God, 
g without the Grace of God by Chriſt preventing us, 
d . that we may have a good Will, and working with 
1s us, when we have that good Will.“ It might 
e Fake a Volume to ſhew the Danger there is in this 
t. Doctrine of Mr. Fhitefield's, and how much real Re- 
, | ; pou ME ligion 


CA.” 
Iigion is indangered thereby, tho? while preaching ſuch 
Doctrine, he is making high Pretenſions to the Spirit, 
and of being an Infirument of converting Souls. 7 
would wiſh to be tender of judging about People's 
Converſion to God, but I may here well uſe the 
Words of the Prophet Zech. iv. 6. Not by Might, ur 
by Power, but my Spirit, ſaith the Lord. 

If I knew not another Way of a Soul's Converſion 
to God, than according to Mr. Jh:tefie/d's Doctrine, 
I could not talk with any Conſiſtency fo aſſuredly of an 
Intereſt in Chriſt, as he doth in his Letter to Mr. John 
We/ly, December, 1740. p. 21. © Por theſe five or fix 
* Years, I have received the Witneſs of God's Spirit, 
4 ſince that, I have not doubted a Quarter of an Hour 
cc of having an Intereſt in Chrift.” For by the ſame 
Means, I am recovered out of the Priſon of Sin, and re- 
ſtored to the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God ; by 


theſe Means, am TI preſerved in that State; now, if my | 


own Deeds, namely my Self-ſuffering, and Self-renun- 


ciation, be the Key to the one, they are the Preſerva- | 


tive to the other, and if ſo, how can a Man on ſuch a 


ſlippery Bottom have Aſſurance, eſpecially ſuch a long 
continued Run of it ? 


But this brings me to another of Mr. Wh:tefielld's 


Errors, which reſpects Faith, and affects the Evidence 
of our Intereſt in Chriſt, p. 18. of that Sermor, 
„What think ye of Chriſt ? In the very moment we 


«« apprehend Chriſt's Righteouſneſs by a lively Faith, | 
we ſhall be aſſured that the Blood of Chriſt hath | 
* cleanſed us from all Sin.” Now he ſpeaks of appre- 
hending the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt by a true and live- 


ly Faith, different Doctrine from the former, til! ſer- 
: ving to diſcover his medley and mixture*of Orthodoxy 
and Heterodoxy; but even here, he cannot ſpeak with- 


out another Error, leaping from one Extreme to ano- |} 


ther, and leaving his Readers at an Uncertainty, whe- 


ther the one or the other, is his ſtated or fixed Princi- 
ne. The Doctrine of the one Sermon is calculated to | 
a Arminian, and the Doctrine of the other to an An- 
tnomian Taſte. J might enlarge on this, as on every | 


othes 


other Article; but however much an eſteemed Evange- 
lit Mr. Vhitefield is, among them who call themſelves 
Preſbyterians, this Doctrine is in the ſtrongeſt Terms 
different from the Doctrine of our excellent We/llmin/ter 


Confeſſion. Chap. 18. SER. 3. This infallible Aſ- 


« ſurance doth not ſo belong to the Eſſence of Faith, 
« but that a true Believer may wait long, and conflict 
« with many Difficulties, before he be Partaker of it.” 

The Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt apprehended by 
Faith is the alone Foundation of my Hope; but what 
ſhall I think of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, in that conſum- 
mating Act of his paſſive Obedience upon the Croſs, it I 
adopt that dangerous Aſſertion of his, p. 6. of his Ser- 
mon in October laſt, on Cant. v. 16. That the Di- 
« vinity is drawn from Chriſt, and he is put to cry, 
«© my God, &c. If I interpreted that Cry, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me? as ſignifying the Divi- 


J nity's being drawn from Chriſt, then the dufferings of 


{ Chriſt upon the Croſs, were the Sufferings of a mere 


Man, and ſo not meritorious. This I think may be 
well added to his other Errors. 8 
Mr. Whitefield in his Anſwer to the Penſluanian 


Queriſts, pretends to correct theſe Words in his Marks 


W 


of the new Birth, We ſhall endure to the End, if we 

“continue ſo.” I think it not right for him to pre- 
tend a favourable Interpretation of theſe Words, which 
are ſo ſtrong in Prejudice of the precious and comiorta- 
ble Doctrine of the Perſeverance of the Saints; but his 
Farewell Sermon at Edinburgh, in October laſt on Phil. 
1. 27, 28. if it have any Senſe in it, or can convey any 


diſtinct Idea to his Hearers or Readers, looks as unfa- 


vourably upon this precious Doctrine, p. 3. * It is much 
4 on my Soul, leaſt any of you ſhould walk diſorderly, 
after you have had converting Grace, and ſhould 


7 © ſhew the World, you had only a common Work.” 

No Doubt they who have had converting Grace, may 
walk diforderly, and the World .may conclude, that 
they never had converting Grace, but only that it was 


a common Work ; but a walking diſorderly after 
converting Grace, is no Evidence that it was a common 
: FE 3 5 Work ; 
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Work, or that they who had once converting Grace by 
are now fall'n from it to the Condition of them that had of 
only a common Work. But I ſtay not on this Expref. WI 
fion, fince it ſeems equally defective of Senſe or Or- ”* 
thodoxy. - 5 | | RE 
Mr. Whitefield is no leſs injurious to the Merit and 

- Interceflion of Chriſt, on the Head of the Acceptance 
and Influence of the Prayers of a righteous Man, than 
he is to the Power of Grace in the Converſion of Sin- 
ners, when he faith in his Sermon for praying for o- 
thers; I cannot but recommend to you one general 
e mean to make your Prayers effectual, that is, to lead 
« ſuch Lives as to make your Prayers accepted in the 
“ Beloved. The effectual fervent Prayer of the righ- 
« teousMan availeth much. It is this, it is this my Brethren | 
you muſt make your Interceſſions pierce the Clouds, th 
for the Prayers of the wicked are an Abòmination to f n 
the Lord.” Here are ſome Scripture Expreſſions mixed | 


* 


with his own Leaven : Who will diſpute it, that is of a g 
ſound mind, that they muſt aſk amiſs who aſk not in | be 
Faith? That it is only they who pray in the Name of | C 
Chriſt, in a Dependence on his Merit, that can be ac- | „. 
cepted ? But if we ſay that our holy Lives make our 1 7 
Prayers accepted in the Beloved, what do we but mix b 
our holy Lives, and the Merit of Chriſt together, as 7 


the Ground of our Acceptance? Why are the Sacrih- : 
ces of the wicked an Abomination, but that they are « 
not in Faith? Why are the Prayers of the righteous | ; 
Man fo available, but that he pleads not his own, but | 


t 

' Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, as the Reaſon of his Acceptance? . 
But what ſays Mr. Vhiigfielaꝰ It isthis, it is this (your holy h 
Lives,) that muſt make your Interceſſion pierce the 5 


Clouds: The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Angel of the . 
Covenant, who offers up the Prayers of the Saints with | 
the Incenſe of his Merit, Rev. viii. It is the Smoak of, 
that Incenſe which brings up their Prayers before the |, 
Throne, and not the Hblineſs of their Lives. 3 ] 
How far Mr. Whitefeld goes to meet the Papiſts, in ; 
their Doctrine of the Efficacy of the Ordinance, its de 1 
pending on the Adminiſtrator, will be beſt enn 
| | } 


1 
by his own Words, but whether his Friends will admit 
of his ſweying to the popiſh Error in this, or not, they 
will not be able to purge him from the Error of the Do- 
natiſts on this Head, in his Sermon at Glaſgow, Septr. 
12. 1741. on Luke iv. 18. 19. p. 6. © It is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary before a Miniſter undertake to preach 
* the Goſpel, that he have an experimental Acquain- 


e tance with Jeſus Chriſt, p. 8. It is indeed impoſſible 
„ in the very Nature of Things, that a Man ſhould 


« preach Chriſt who doth not know him. p. 10. It is 
« the Opinion of the reformed Churches, that the ho- 
&« ly Ghoſt is abſolutely neceſſary before a Man take on 
„ him the Office of a Miniſter, p. 12. I believe God 


| & doth not convert others by unconverted Men.“ 


That Miniſters ſhould be holy Men, and Nen full 
of the holy Ghoſt, and that the Credit and Succeſs of 
the Goſpel is much hindred by the Unholineſs of Mi- 
niſters ; this we have held, before we heard of Mr. 
Whitefeld's Name; and we do lament it, that there is 
much Cauſe to fear, that many ruſh into the Miniſtry, 
before they have experimental Acquaintance with Jeſus 
Chriſt: But fince the Efficacy of the Ordinances depends 
not on the Adminiſtrator, but the Power of God ; Mr. 
Whitifeld ways to the Papiſts, in this his Doctrine; or 
becauſe of the alledged Succeſs of his Miniſtry, he 
would have this looked upon as a Token of his being a 
converted Man, and full of the Holy Ghoſt ; only it 1s 


ynlucky for him, that he forgets, that he hath told us 


in the Account of God's Dealings with his Soul, p. 20. 
that he himſelf was made an Inſtrument of converting 
one, and this before the Spirit had taken Poſſeſſion of 
his Soul, as p. 33. How ignorantly doth he ſpeak, 
when he ſays, That it is impoſſible in the very Na- 
« ture of Things, that a Man ſhould preach Chriſt, 
c who doth not know him.” When there can be no- 
thing more certain than this, that an unregenerate Man 
may have great Gifts, and much Orthodoxy in his 
Judgment; and it is paſt Debate, that Judas preached 
the ſame Doctrine with the other Diſciples of Chriſt. 
But beſides this, Mr. bitefield makes the moſt 1 8 

| 2 a ed 
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ed Diſcovery of his Ignorance that can be, when he 
ſays, * That this is the Opinion of the reformed Chur— 
ches, that the Holy Ghoſt is abſolutely neceſſary, 
„before a Man take on him the Office of a Miniſter" 
This is ſo far from being true, that it is not the Opi- 
nion of the Church of England, whoſe Articles he pre- 
tends to have proven by the Scriptures. Let us read 
their 26th Article. Altho,' in the vitible Church, the 
Evil be ever mingled with the good, and ſometime 
the Evil have chief Authority in the Miniſtration of 
„Word and Sacraments, yet foraſmuch as they do not 
the ſame in their own Name, but Chriſt's, and do 
miniſter by his Commiſion and Authority, we may 
uſe their Miniſtry, both in the hearing the Word 
of God, and in receiving the Sacraments. Neither 
is the Effect of Chriſt's Ordinance taken away by 
their Wickedneſs, nor the Grace of God's Gift di. 
miniſhed from ſuch, as by Faith, and rightly do 
receive the Sacraments miniftred unto them, which 
be effectual becauſe of Chriſt's Inſtitution and Pro- 
«+ mile, altho' they be miniſtred by evil Men.” What 
a Reproach do the Miniſters and Profeſſors in Scotland 
bring themſelves under, who ſet up this ignorant Man as 
ſome uncommon Perſon, who ſtrolling about from Place 
to Place, preaches down the Article, he ſays, he had 

roven by the Scriptures, and who pours out ſuch a 

lood of P;p;4 Nonſenſe. | 

But this is not all wherein he favours them; altho' 
he hath not as yet got their Doctrine of auricular Con- 
teflion in Form to obtain, that People may diſcloſe the 
Secrets of their Hearts to the Prieſt, he is preparing 

the Way for this Doctrine, when p. 16 of his Letter 
to the Societies, he would have them, Forming them- 
{elves into little Companies of four or five each, to 
* meet once a Week, to tell each other what is in 
* your Hearts.” All the Difference in the Confeſſion 


44 
66 
66 
«Cc 


c 


here, from the Popiſb is, that this is made to four, or 
five ; the Popiſb is made to the Prieſt, who pretends he 
is under a Bond of Secrecy, but here no ſuch Bond; ſo 

that if Mr. Whitefield's Directions ſhall obtain, he may 
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rd out all the Secrets that are upon the Hearts of his 
'otaries, by cultivating Intimacy with one or othe 
f the Number conſtituting ſueh Societies. ST 
But tho Mr. Whitefield hath in his Doctrine or Jour- 
als, Letters or weekly Hiſtories, been ſo complaiſant 
d Papills, Quakers, and different Denominations of 
;:tetants, all it be alledged that he gives any Strokes 
n Favour of Des? Some may ſay, it cannot be that 
uch a zealous Evangeliſt as he will do that. Well then, 
f he do not that, 1 wiſh any Perſon would explain to 
ne the Words, p. 23, 24. of his adopted and applau- 
d Extract, annexed to his Letter to the Societies. 
There is therefore a catholick Spirit, a Communion 
« of Saints in the Love of God and all Goodneſs, 
which no one can learn from that which is called 
* Orthodoxy in particular Churches, but is only to be 
had by a total dying to all worldly Views, by a pure 
Love of God, and ſuch an Unction from above, as 
delivers the Mind from all Selfifhneſs, and makes it 
* love Truth and Goodneſs, with an Equality of Af- 
fection in every Man, whether he be Chriſtian, Jew, 
* or Gentile.” This catholick Spirit of Mr. V hite- 


Ids is to promote Communion of Saints, in the Love 


f God and all Goodneſs, in every Man whether he 
dc Chriſtian, Jew, or Gentile. Mr. }h:tefie/d"s catho- 
ick Charity then, promotes the Communion of Saints. 
ut what Saints? Chriſtian Saints, Jewiſh Saints, 
eathen Saints. This his catholick Charity is in 
ownright Contradiftion to the 1874 Article of the 
hurch of England, which he hath proved by the 
riptures. © They are to be held as accurſed, who 
preſume to ſay, that every Man ſhall be ſaved by the 
Law or Se& which he profeſſeth, ſo as he be diligent - 
do frame his Life according to that Law, and the 
Light of Nature. For holy Scripture doth ſet out 
unto us only the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby 
Men muſt be ſaved.” 5 5 "XR, 
After Mr. Whitefield's Account of his catholick Cha- 
ty, and catholick Communion with Chriftian Saints, 
wiſh Saints and Heathen Saints, one needs not wonder to 
3 3 _ find 
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find him endeavouring to eſtabliſh a Communion betyy 
Papiſis and Proteſiants, Read his Words in his applaudedh 
tract, p. 23. I will venture to ſay, that if each Chun 
* ſhould produce but one Man a Piece, that had H 
« Piety of an Apoſtle, and the impartial Love of th 
« firſt Chriſtians, in the firſt Church at Feruſab 
that a Proteftant and a Papiſi of this Stamp, woul 
* not want half a Sheet of Paper to hold their AM 
&* ticles of Union, nor be half an Hour before they 
& were of one Religion.“ 

Altho' the Reverend Mr. Webfer of Edinburgh, | 
a Poſtſcript to a late printed Letter of his, hath write 
one of the moſt bitter Invectives, that ever I ſaw, 
gainſt the Rev. Mr. Gz5's Performance relative to M 
Whitefield, I have yet one Copy of that Book preſe 
ved from the Flames, to which I ſhew that Reipet; 
to tranſcribe a little of what he ſays, on this preſent 
mentioned Doctrine, adopted by Mr. Wh:tefield. *© Hoy 
| * then would this Union and Oneneſs between thai, 
4 Fiapiſt and the Proteſtant be effectuate? The Pauhe 
I * behoved not to urge the Proteſtant to become Pajil, 
* this would contragict univerſal Love: Neithe 
% muſt the Prote/iant urge the Papiſti to become Prog 
faut, this till drubbs the Darling of univerſal Lon 
We have not yet hit the Myitery, he that would like i 
“ as God likes, and condemn as God condemns, mult 


he d 
« neither have the Eyes of the Papiſt, nor of the Pr pf * 
« teſtant, as p. 25th of Mr. Whitefield's Extract. Ihe! 


« this whole helliſh Doctrine have any Senſe, the Uh, 
„“ nion and Oneneſs of Religion muſt come about th 
« Way; the Papilt and Proteſtant would mutually dro, 
« every Thing that is oppoſite in Popery and Proteſiang, 
retaining nothing but their apoſtolick Piety, and pi 
„ mitive Impartiality of Love (both which mays ! 
 « ſeems ſtill remain intire) and both would ly indi} 
e ferenced, upon this (Utopian) Centre of Piety au.:.c 
Love.“ There needs no Addition to this, and H ib 
ſhould have been ſorry, if the Sentence of the Rei 
Mr. Febjier had been executed upon it. " 


1 


| W 
Aſter what hath been taken Notice of, it needs be 
 Surprize to find this zealous- like Reformer preaching 
nan unbounded Toleration, and praying as in his a- 
Wpted Extract, p. 27. That every Church may have 
is Saints, that God's Kingdom may come, his Will 
be done in every Diviſion of Chriſtians and Men.“ 
Jo not Socinians profeſs Chriſtianity, tho' they deny 
te Deity of Jeſus Chriſt. What means his Prayer, if 
not that there may be Socinian Saints? 
If the Author meant, that they might be recover'd 
om their Errors, the Prayer had been commendable: 
t the Prayer is, that every Church, every profeſs'd 
hurch, may have their Saints; and to limit his Mea- 
Wing, he wiſhes, that God's Kingdom may come, 
and his Will be done in every Diviſion of Chriſti- 


if ans and Men.” If God's Kingdom come, and his Will 
Ho done in every Diviſion of Chriſtians and Men, then 
2 e muſt have Chriſtian Saints, Few Saints, Hea- 


"When Saints, Mahometan Saints, for all theſe are within 
he Compaſs of every Diviſion of Men. I cannot put 
nother Meaning upon the Words for, if they ſhould 
ignify a Prayer for Recovery from the dangerous Di- 
iſion they are of, then it had not been, that God's 
Will might be done in every Diviſion of Chriſtians 


- ly Ind Men; for this admits, that the Will of God may 
| my 32 

e u done among them; to whatever Part of the Diviſion 
a f Men or Chriſtians they do belong, and is obviouſly 


e Meaning of the Extract. But, to put the Matter 
deyond all Doubt, as to his unbounded and extravagant 
oleration, in. his laſt American Journal, giving an 
Iccount of the five thouſand Acres of good Ground 
Fhich he hath bought on Delaware River, he ſays, 
. That here he reſolves that all Opinions ſhall be 
free.“ Here Mr. Mhiigfield goes beyond all the Pa- 
,erons of Toleration that I. remember of, who are ſa- 

tisfied, if in the Countries, where they live, they have 
{Liberty for their ſeveral Opinions, tho they be not in- 
ited to live in a Country of another Opinion. Tole- 
ations have been granted under Pretence of quieting 
he Minds of the People of 'a Land differing in their 


Opinions; 


„ 
Opinions; but to buy Ground, and invite Men of 1 
Opinions to dwell upon it, is another Thing: I wif 
Mr. Whitefield have not the Improvement of his Ground, 
or ſome other ſecret Deſign more in his Eye, than the fome 
promoting the Truth of the Goſpel ; a ſtrange Refor: 
mer, to invite Blaſphemers of the Son of God to reſide 
on his Ground; this muſt be, if all Opinions are there 
to be free. I hope he doth not invite Hereticks there 
to admoniſh them, and then to excommunicate them, 
if not reclaimed; if he ſhoald do this, he would ſpoillif« 9 
his Invitation. How far his Proclamation agrees with“ a! 
the Doctrine of Gods Word, I ſhall without any Com. * 
ment (for truly it needs none) refer you to 2 Jh fh 
x. 11. If there come any unto you, and bring not this Do.“ th 
trine, receive him not into your Houſe, neither bid him Gu“ g 
ſpeed-----for he that biddeth him Good ſpeed, is Partakery © re 
of his evil Deeds. | | 1 
I hope further, it will not be denied, that Mr. Vit. on t 
Feld is a Promoter of the Engl; Forme, and Ceremo-Wnew 
nies; he ſays in one of his Journals of 1739. Page 2. Wand 
« have no Objection againſt, but highly approve of true 
the excellent Liturgy of our Church, would Minikerſbec: 
* lend me their Churches to uſe it in.“ In his Ser- I lera 
mon on what think ye of Chriſt? Page 23. he ſays, I us, 
<« I am fully perſuaded, that it is not ſo much on the Wo 
* Account of the Rites and Ceremonies, as of our not neee 
preaching the Truth as it is in Jeſus, that ſo many diff 
diſſent from the Church of England.“ Is it not ourfſyiing 
Principle, whatever be Mr. Vhitefield's, as in our ev fect 
cellent Weltminſter Confeſſion, Chap. 21. Sect. 1 tha 
* That the acceptable Way of Worſhipping the true I fe 
God, is inſtituted by himſelf, and ſo limited by hi Poi 
* own revealed Will; that he may not be worſhippal 
* according to the Imagination and Devices of Men.” fre 
We cannot diſtinguiſh this from the Truth as it is in W. 
Jeſus, as Mr. Wh3;zefield doth ; we think this a Part uſt 
the Truth of Jeſus. s 1 | 
I hope Retractations will not be alledged on th 
Head, fince in his Anſwers to the Penſilvanian Que” 
ries, he hath look'd over this, and given no 2 lic 
| | | 


But as when in England he practiſes their Mites,  Cere- 
monies, and Forms of Worſhip; ſo in Scotland now 
and then, when he thought it convenient, he hath 
ſometimes from one Text, ſometimes from another, 
paped out ſome Expreſſions to ſoften his Scorzh Hear- 
ers with Reſpe& to Forms, and yet they have not left 
off hearing him. Read Page 11. of his Sermon on the 
Parable of the Virgins. ** The Wife had their Lamps 
« as well as the Fooliſh---for Chriſtianjty doth not re- 
« quire to caſt off outward Forms---we may uſe Forms 
and not be formal. For Inſtance, it is poflible to 
« worſhip God in a ſet Form of Prayer, and yet wor- 
“ ſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, and therefore; Bre- 
« thren, let us not judge one another the wiſe Vir- 
“ gins had their Lamps, herein did not ly the Diffe- 
* rence between them, that the one worſhipped with 
« a Form, the other not.“ Mr. Vhitefield's Comment 
Vit. on this Parable, that the Virgins uſed ſet Forms, is 
emo · N new; for by Lamps is meant a Profeſſion of Religion, 
ge 2. Wand not ſet Forms of Prayer. I know no Man of 
ve off true Underſtanding that will judge the State of another, 
utter ſWbecauſe of his praying by ſtated Forms. Since the To- 
der- leration Act, they have got too much Footing among 
ſays, ſus, and it is well ſeen how much the Spirituality of 
n the Worſhip ' hath been on the Decline ſince; we had no 
ir not need of Mr. Whitefield to ſmooth Men in to an In- 
many differency about them; the next Step will be a practi- 
t ourſhüng of them, for now his Followers that were diſaf- 
Ir ex fected to that Way of Worſhip are become chiller on 
&. . that Head, and others of them ſpeak favourably. But 
true forget, my Purpoſe is not to ſtay to reaſon every 
by be Point, but to verify my Inſtances. e 
nippel Tell me, Sir, if it can be thought a ſeaſonable Oſ- 
Mien.” Mite to call in Mr. Whitefield to reclaim from narrow + 
is iu Ways of thinking, when « ſlack Way of thinking is ſo 
Wyuitly complained of; and when fo few are ſtanding up 
for the covenanted Reformation-work in Scor/and, and 
n thiſh they are perſecuted and depoſed who do it? Tho' Mr. 
- Que Whitefield holds ſtill. with the Church of England that 
nſweiſſlicenſed him to preach, is he not yet going about 
Bi | | I. preaching 


- 


* 


preaching * Indifferency about the Government d ore 
Chriſt's Houſe? As if to contend for it, were no more ble] 
than a-contending about Meats and Drinks, and as he 
preached in Aberdeen on Rom. xiv 17. that we are not 
to contend about what we may go to Heaven without; 
and in his Conference with Dr. Cutler in New Eng- poſe 
land, «That our Lord never required his Diſciples ¶ theſ 
to be one in that; yea, that it never was his In- an i 
| ** tent.” This was not the Mine of the Compiler, W due 
of the I eſiminſter Confeſſion, Chap. 30%, Sect. 1. * The ¶ and 
Lord Jeſus as King and Head of the Church, hath N he t 
* therein appointed a Government in the Hand of byte 
“ Church Officers, diſtinct from the Civil Magi. his! 
** firate.” Could ſuch be of Opinion, that the Go Cou 
vernment of the Church was an arbitrary indifferent Ran 
Thing? . 1 

But I muſt make up, being now wearied in ear. I quei 
neſt, only before I leave the Head ef Doctrine, I mult Fee 
notice two Excuſes that Mr. Whitefield uſually offers I heri 
when attacked about his Doctrine; namely, 1.“ That this 
** he hath retracted, or is ready to retract his Errors I; 
* when ſhown him. 2. That many Things wrong in Life 
his Expreſſions are the Effects of his corrupt Educa per. 
„ | | . ; 

'To theſe I would anſwer, that he hath not ſhown 
ſuch a pliable retracting Humour, in his Anſwers to 
the Pegſilvanian Queries as he pretends. Again, if he 
be now better inſtructed, he ought to follow Auguſtin! 
Example, to write a Book of Retractations, and thi 
of his own Accord; for his quitting what he cannd 
hold, when found Fault with, is not a very ſatisfying 
Vay. But in the next Place, that he might undeceii 4:7. 
our Preſbyterians,, who were fond to think he werd V 
be no more of the Church of Englazd, nor for ſon Hi 
looſe Things beſides, no ſooner is he come to Scollau Let 
than he reprints his Letter to the Societies, with ti 
{candalous Extract. As for his Excuſe for the Prej 
dices of his Education, he ſhould either (he is not fo fa 
advanced in Years) have been better inſtructed beter 
he had entred into the Miniſtry, or he ſhould not hay 

pretends 
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retended to ſuch an uncommon Meaſure of the Spirit 
of God, when he was going about preaching damna- 
ble Doctrine. But what tho' he hath ſuperficially re- 
tracted ſome Things, or doth pretend a Readineſs to 
retract other Errors, ſince the Time hath been, that 
auy One of above mentioned Errors would have de- 
poſed any Miniſter of the Church of Scotland. Have 
theſe Miniſters, Elders and Profeſſors, who invited ſuch 
an ignorant, unſound Preacher to Scosland, ſhown a 
due Concern for our Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline 
and Government? If Mr. W}itef:/d's Orthodoxy be to 
be truſted, let him retract his Errors before any Preſ- 


his Doctrine and Conduct; but to be going about from 
Country to Country, and Place to Place, preaching at 
Random, and only quitting what he cannot hold, 
when found Fault with, is of ſuch dangerous Conſe- 


byterian Judicature, and be accountable to them for 


% 


quence, as might call both Paſtors and People to their 
Feet, if both wiſe and fooliſh Virgins were not ſlum- 


bering and ſleeping; and while it is thus with them, 
this transformed Enemy is ſowing Tares. 


But to proceed; if Immorality and Irregularity in his 
Life and Conduct, doth appear from his own printed 


Performances, they have the leſs to anſwer, Who join 
in Communion with him in the Ordinances of the Gol. 
pel. I am very unwilling to attack any Man in ſuch 
a tender and delicate Point, if it were not to offer 
a Check to his high Pretenſions, and to ſhew their 


| Raſhneſs who enquire not into the Matter. 


When I read ſome of Mr. Vhitefiell's Prints, I am 
not able to purge him from ſome of thoſe Characters 
in 2 Tim. iii. 2, 3. Boa ſters, proud, heady, high min- 
dd. With how mach of vain Glory doth Mr. 


Whitefield write in his Journals, Letters and weekly 


Hiſtories, tho? there were not another Proof than his 
Letter in Fuze laſt to Mr. Abbot? I was filled with 


the Holy Ghoſt, ------ the Holy Ghoſt overſhadow- - 


* ed us. - I prayed with Power.” But to make 
a Collection of ſuch of his Words, would need a Book 


by it ſelf, Number 21. of his weekly Hiltory, in his 


I. 2 Lecter 
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Letter to Howe! Harris. have a conſtant Levee of 
** wounded Souls, --- I walk continually in the Com. 
56 forts of the holy Ghoſt.” A better Fellow muſt Mr. 
Whitefield be, than the Apoſtle Paul. 

Taking his Leave of his Friends at Bexley, and 
Graveſend, Anno, 1739. he ſays, © Their Hearts were 
5 ready to break with Sorrow. But God I hope, will 
*. ſupply my Abſence, by raiſing up more Miniſters to 
5 to go out and in before them.” Wo's me! are Go. 
ſpel Miniſters ſo very ſcarce in England? But it ſcems 
Mr. Whitefield looks on the Caſe as no better in Scat. 
land, in his Farewel Sermon at Edinburgh, October 
1741. And if it be God's Will that your Rejoicing 
% may be for me whether I will be here or not; draw 
* me by your Prayers, and if you will wreſtle with 
e God by Prayer, then the Lord Jeſus Chriſt may re- 

< ſtore me to you.” He muſt needs think himſelf, a 
very neceſſary Man, where it cannot be denied there are 
many Goſpel Miniſters, and where there was no Need 
of the like of him ;, for once more, ſee the Image of the 
' boaſting vain glorious Thing, p. 18. of the fame 

Sermon. © You pray, and I will fight.” But a 
Collection on this Head would be almoſt endleſs. 

Mr. M hiteſeld diſcovers much Bitterneſs and Uncha- 
ritableneſs of Spirit, under a Diſguiſe of Love and 
Humility. Read but for a Specimen his Anſwer to the 
Penſilvanian Queriſts, © Some of the latter Part of your 

Queries, for your own and not for my Sake, I hall 

not mention. I hope I can ſay with more Sincerity 
than Hagael, Is your Servant a Dog that he ſhould 
do what you ſuggeſt? But I. pray God forgive you: He 
knows my Heart, I with the Prefbytery had adviſed 
you againſt dipping your Pen in ſo much Gall; 
ſurely your Informations are contrary to Charity.” Y 


can {ee nothing in their Queries but what is diſcreet ; 


but their Return is the beſt Commentary on Mr. V hite- 
geld s Words. © As to your appropriating to your felf 
the Words of Haxael, and your profelling Sincerity 
in your doing ſo, God alone is Judge of both; we 
do not deſire to meddle with the one or the other, 


Ky... 


« till you tell us the Particulars you level at ; only we 


« would aſk you, whether this be the Proof of the Re- 


« ality of your high Pretenſions to good Humour, Oc. 
« A; for your Prayers to God for Forgiveneſs to us, 
« we cannot but look upon it as a weak, if nota wick- 
« ed Way of arguing. For if we have wronged your 
„ Words, why do ye not ſhew us, wherein, and fairly 


« convince. us of our Error; if you cannot, at leaſt, 


« do not that; is it not wrong to make Uſe of God's 
% Name, and the Ordinance of Prayer, in Order to 
« caſt an Odium upon your Fellow-Chriſtians, as if we 
e were Tranſgreſſors in Words, when you cannot, at 


'& leaſt do not, fix on the offeniive Words ?” It is uſual 
with Mr. Whitcfietd to pretend to pray for People when 


he cannot anſwer them, than which there cannot be a 
greater Expreſſion of a fly and bitter Spirit. 

I am unwilling to bring a Charge of tricking and 
Diſhoneſty againſt him; I wiſh he may ſtand clear of all 
theſe, when his Books are balanced. What little De- 
figns muſt he needs have in his Eye by his weekly Hi- 
ſtory, giving an Account of the late Succeſs of the Go- 
ſpel, when many Things are ingroſſed there, that are 
but Collections from his other Letters and Journals, yea 
ſome 'T'nings in ſome of the Numbers, have no Relation 
to the Title. For a Specimen, Numbers 38. and 39. 
contain an excellent Letter of Mr. . Rutherford's to his 
Pariſhohers an hundred Years ago. I cannot find here 
any Hiſtory or Prophecy of the preſent Succeſs of the 
Goſpel. I am not ſhort of Inſtances of this Kind. If 
Miniſters were to print all the good Letters they may 
receive, they might write an Hiſtory liker a true Ac- 
count of Goſpel Succeſs, than Mr. WÞitefie/ld's amu- 
ling Story. But they are ſo ſenſible of the Unſuccesful- 


Fels of the Goſpel, that they will not boaſt on ſuch 


light Grounds. I with they who are good Accomptants 
would impartially read over the firſt printed Account 
of the money collected for his Orphan Houſe, particu- 
larly from December 1738. to Auguſt 1739. and com- 


pare therewith the Collections for that End mentioned 


in his Journals for theſe months, and then tell me if 


— — 
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Mat. 


Matters, (however artfully) be truly ballanced. How 
ſtrange is it for him to tell the World that he was 800 
Z. Ster. in Debt for that Houſe, when yet, he a poor 
Lad, but ſix or ſeven Vears ago, living on Charity, had 
money enough to buy five thouſand Acres of good Land, 


on Delaware River. By what is lately publiſhed his 


Debt is reduced to 600 J. Sterl. Have all his vaſt Col. 
lections in Scotland laſt Year, made no greater Redudi- 
on on the Debt? He begins to advertiſe for more 
Money and Goods, tho' he owns his Family is removed 
from Georgia, becauſe they will need ſome other Place. 
What 1s there to hinder their Settlement'on his Acres 


on Delaware River? It is true, Engliſb Men will not 


ſerve fo drudgingly on his Ground asNegroes, for whom 
he pretends great chriſtian Deſigns. Let People give 
away their Money as they pleaſe, but whatever become 
ef the Orphan-Houſe, it is evident Mr. Mi itefield hath 
in five Years Time, collected himſelf rich. We com- 
monly ſay, he is a ſorry Cook who may not lick his 
own F ingers, but the Apoſtle Paul when he contributed 
for the poor Saints, was not ſo expenſive a Servant as 
Mr. Whitefield; nor did he and others take that Truſt 


upon them, but as they were chſen of the Churches, 2 


* 


= 


Cor. viii. 19. Mr. Wh:itefield hath not gone ſo orderly 
to Work. ES 5 | 
What Faithfulneſs or Care hath Mr. - Whitefeld 


ſhown about the Souls, that were committed to his 


Truſt at the Savannah? He tells us in his laſt American 
Journal, That God called him not to ſettle but to e- 
*«*vangeliſe, therefore he gives up with his Charge.“ 
Pretenſions to God's Call for warranding ſuch diſorder- 
ly Practices hath ſomething in it ſo very bad, that I have 
not a ſignificative enough Name for it. No Doubt, if 


he dealt with any Integrity, he thought that God ons 
called him to ſettle, but now he finds that God called 


him not to ſettle. It is likewiſe evident from his Jour- 
nals, that tho' he took a Charge in Georgia, he minded 
not any Thing leſs than it; he runs through the Coun- 
try, pretending Zeal for winning Souls to Chriſt, but 
neglects and - deſerts the Souls that were committed to 


his Truſt, S . 5 I may 


f may add to the former as a juſt Exception againſt 
his Character and Conduct, that at the Time he pre- 
tends great Zeal for winning Souls to Chriſt, he im- 
ploys his Time and Labour, where there is leaſt need 
for him. Surely if he purſued honeſtly this End, he 
had found it more needful to ſtay in America, than 
come to: England; and that, many Places in England, 
who have ſo little of the Goſpel preached to them, 
ſtood in more need of him than Scotland, and that more 
remote and deſtitute Corners in Scotland, had more 
need of him, than Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Dundee, &c. 
where Mr. Whitefield labours ſo abundantly, and more 
abundantly than in America, where in a Country of 
30,000 white People, he can travel above two hundred 
Miles, without preaching above once, and where there 
are not above three or four Miniſters. The Apoſtle 
preached, and chooſe to preach Chriſi not where he was 
named, leſi he ſhould build on another Man's Foandation. 
I think Mr. Mhitefield will not pretend, that this is 


his Way, at left when he is in Scotland. 


I wiſh Mr. Whitefield could purge: himſelf of Diſſi- 
mulation and Diſingenuity; when he is in Scotland, he 
will fay, that the Church of Scotland is the pureſt and 
beſt reformed national Church; when he is in Exgland, 
he wiſhes the Church of Ezgland were the Joy of the 
whole Earth; and p. 2. of his Sermon on Juftification, 
he looks on them * as unhappy who diſſent from the 
« preſent eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment.” If he think, 


as he ſays in Scotland, when he goes to England he fins = 
_ againſt his Light, when he joins not thoſe Prote- 


ſtants who are more purely reformed, but chooſes to 


continue in, and join with Corruption; if they are 


Words of Courſe, contrived to flatter according to the 
Side of the Taveed he preaches on, how ſadly doth it 
rub on his Character. In his Sermon preached at 
Glaſgow, Septr. 1741. upon Fer. vi. 14. p. 24. he 
ſays, „Many cry out againſt the Ceremonies of the 
„ Church, as they may jultly do.” And yet I hope 
he will not deny the uſing of them, when he returned 
to England, and communicating and giving the Sacra- 


ment there, after their Manner; what ſhall we call 


— — 
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this? a Man to preach down in Scotland, what he prac. 
tiſes in England; a Man to commend one Thing in Ea 
gland, and the contrary in Scotland. | | 
I am ſorry that a Man of ſuch high Pretenſions as 
Mr. W5:t#g##1, ſhould not only trick and diſſemble, but 
publiſh to the World in his weekly Hiſtory, plain 
Falſchoods: I would give you an undoubted Speci- 
men from the Number zoth, of his weekly Hittory, 
Brechin, October 17th, 1741. to Mr. Cennick at Ln- 
don, from Mr. Whitefield himſelf. © Dr. Br. God ap- 
« peared for me in an extraordinary Manner at Aber. 
deen. What was the Extraordinarineſs of the Appea- 
rance at Aberdeen, he ſhould have told us; for, how- 
ever much many People did run after him, that Run 
was not equal to what it was in Places of the ſame, yea 
of leſſer Reſort. But perhaps that which is written in 
the ſame Number from Dundee, October 21/1, will ex- 
Plain it. The Words are, On. Veane/day Night Mr. 
* Winteficld left Aberdeen, where on Account of pri- 
vate Letters, and publick oppoſing of his Doctrine, 
great Numbers were prejudiced againſt him; but God 
was pleated to attend his Miniſtry with much Power, 
chat ail Oppoſition fell before him, and many were 
brought under great Convictions.“ All the Expli- 
cation that this can add to what was written to Mr. 
Cernick, is but to prove it the greater Lie; for in this 
from Dundee, there are almoſt as many Lies as Senten- 
ces. His Amanuenſis complains of Oppoſition made 
to his Doctrine; but was there Oppoſition made to any 
Thing but erroneous Doctrine? This is ſo ſaid, as if 
he would have it believed that Oppoſition was made to 
right Doctrine. Did the Oppoſition made to his Doc- 
trine fall before him? Is it not Fact, that he fell be- 
fore it, and behoved to own that he had erred ? 
pretended, if 1 had ſeen his Anſwer to the Peſilvanian 
Queries, T would have found, That he had retracted 
all theſe Things; whereas many Things, which in 
his own Hearing, I laid to his Charge, were neither 


cc 


Only® 


in the Penſiluanian Queries, nor in his Anſwers ; ſo that 
he ſpoke falſly. And it is ſo far from true, that all Op- 
| | IS 25 | poſition 
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poſition fell before him, that I challenged him on the 
Doctrine he had preached in the College Cloſe, from 
Rm. xiv. 17. which he could not deny; tho' J was 
not his Hearer. As to many brought under great Con- 
victions, I wiſh it had been ſo; if it had been fo, I 
had been told on the deafeſt Side of my Head; only 
let me aſſure you, that I can produce ſome ſeriouſly 
exerciſed, who went ſingly to hear him, who not 
only were diſappointed, but ſaid, tho' Mr. Whitefield 
cried vehemently on them to come to Chriſt, he left 
them in the dark about the Nature of Faith. Now it 
I ſhall judge the Truth of Mr. Wh:tefield's Progreſs and 
Succeſs in other Places, by his Accounts of Aberdeen, I 
muſt look on them as a Collection of Falſe-hoods, and 
on him as a Seducer going about ſpeaking Lies in Hy- 
= - . | | 5 | 
T hope, it will not be refuſed, that Mr. Whitefield 
proceeds in a moſt irregular Way, and therefore it muſt 
be as irregular to countenance him, when he came a- 
mong us, without the common Atteſtations of his being 
in Orders. He ought to carry theſe along with him; 
but ſince Miniſters of this Church take it on his Word, 
he takes it very ſaucily, when others aſk for them. 
Mr. Whitefield is ſo far from chooſing that Method, 
whereby he may in an orderly Way, be accountable for 
his Doctrine, Life and Conduct; that when Attempts 
have been made to bring him to a friendly Commu- 
ning about his American Conduct, he declined it. It 
had been an eaſy Matter to have gratified the Gentle- 
man at Dean, near Edinburgh, who wanted a Confe- 
rence with him, and hath written ſome Things, that 
every Body thought Mr. /h::efield's Character was con- 
cerned in. But Mr. Whitefield declined this. There 
were ſuch Things in that Gentleman's Letter, as if Mr. 
Whitefeld in his ſtated Account, had in ſundry Things, 
charged double Price, both for Services and Things 
bought. This bears ſo heavy on the Credit of his Ameri- 
can Accounts, that it looked, not to ſay more, ſuſpici- 
ous, and guilty like, to decline a Conference with ſuch 
an American Acquaintnnce. But this American Ex- 
* M | EY; 5 Pence, 


3 
pence, tho' doubly ſtated by Mr. Whitefield, ſeems al 
now to no Purpoſe, and a new Orphan Houſe muſt be 
built elſewhere. LEE 

Altho' Mr. Mhitefield pretends great Zeal apaing 
the erroneous, he careſſes and compliments Perſons no 
leſs erroneous. He will have Dr. Tills!/o to have 
* no more Chriſtianity than Mahomet.“ I freely 
own, that the Thoughts of it pains me, that 2 
Man of ſo great Abilities, and of ſuch a benevolent 


- Temper, ſuch an Explainer of the Duties of Morality, 


ſuch an Oppoſer of the Papiſts, as Dr. Ti/hſon waz 
ſhould be ſo far wrong on the Doctrine of Grace. But 
\ ſhall it be ſaid, that ſuch a Man had no more Chhriſtia- 
nity, than Mahomet ? Yea however wrong he was on 
the Doctrine of Juſtification, did he aſcribe no more on 
that Head to Chriſt, than Mahomet doth ? Or admit 
he had : no more Chriſtianity than 2 then Weſley, 
Whitef-ld's Arminian or rather Pelagian Companion, 
muſt needs be in the ſame Claſs, as void of Chriſtianity 
as Mahomet ; but how doth Mr. V hitefielù compliment 
him in his printed Letter, as his dear Y2//ey, and p.. 
as the good Man, tho? 1til] judging him as he hath done 
Tilton, he hath no more Chriſtianity than Mahomet, 
p- 30. of his Letter to VWeſley, I love and honour you 
for Chriſt's Sake; and when F come to Judgment, 
will tank you before Men and Angels, for what 
% you he ve under God, done for my Soul. There! 


«© am periuaded I ſhall ſee dear Veſley convinced of Ele. fe 


< Etion and everlaiting Love.” Impoſſible, ſays Whit: 
Felg.in the Nature of Things, that an unconverted Mar 
can preach Curiſt, but he honours Mr. #:/ey for 
Chriſt's Sake, and for the Good done to his Soul, and 
of whole Salvation he is perſuaded, tho' according to 
Judgment on Dr. Tillotſon, he had no more Chriſtianity 
than Mahomet, p. 6. of his Letter to Veſey, ſhews, 
- that before he left Englaud in 1739. he was appriſed of 
_ Fey's unſound Doctrine, yet whoſoever reads his Jour 
nals will ſee, how much he commends him, For hi 
.* Labours in the Goſpel in America; and owns him 1 


* his dear and fellow Labourer, and how difficult ii 
| wil 
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« was for him to leave the Briſtol People, did he not 
« know that dear Weſſey was left behind, to teach them 
the Way of God more perfectly: There muſt needs 
be ſome ſecret Reaſon, why Mr. W:tefield is ſormetimes 
ſo oppoſite to ſome erroneous Armimian Preachers, 
when he fo much applauds Je/{z»y, who by his own 
Cenſure on Ti/h:/on, muſt needs have no more Chriſti- 
[anity than Mahomet. But perhaps Mr. Ei, field will 
borrow from his adopted Extract, about Saints among 
all Diviſions of Men, and therefore will perhaps 
put his good Man, the dear W;/ey and Dr. Tillotſon in 
the Claſs of mahometan, or heathen Saints, for you 
know the Mahometans and Heathens are a very conſi- 
derable Diviſion of Men. | 5 | 

Let Mr. Whitefield ſpeak out, if he be not the Au- 

thor of that unſubſcribed, undated Letter, in Number 
18. of his weekly Hiſtory, 1741. If he be not the Au- 
thor, he ſhould correct that Hiſtory, in which Letter, 
He would have the Fathers and Brethren of the Non- 
* conformity, entertaining ſoft Thoughts of the deſpi- 
* ſed Weſley who has maligned the 'I'ruth, who may 
* ohtain Mercy to be faithful, when many of our 
Head Knowlege Profeſſors may be left to deny the 
* Truth, becauſe he- did it ignorantly ; and I muſt 
* tell you, there are among theſe People, deſpiſedly 
called Perfectioniſts, I mean, the Morawians tome 
* clear in the Truth.“ | 
Having obſerved what is ſufficient upon Mr. }h:te- 


feld's Carriage towards Weſley, the Author of that Let- 


ter brings in the deſpiſed Perfectioniſts, the Moravzians. 
What is this ? Perfectioniſts, and yet clear in the Truth; 
Perfectioniſts, and yet ſo dearly beloved and highly ap- 
plauded ! All the Remark that is further neceſſary here, 
, to tranſcribe a Part of a Letter of Mr. G. Tennant's' 
at New-Brunſwick, to Mr. Pemberton. 

am very ſorry for the unhappy Influence the 
* Moravians have among you; I cannot but look upon 
* that Sect to be exceeding dangerous, and the more, 


' becauſe they arcfully conceal their Principles. 1 think 
it my Duty to let you know ſome of Count Zenzer- 


M 2 aorf's 
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* dor fes Opinions communicated to ſome in this Place" 
The Revd. Mr. Tennant proceeds with an Account d the k 
no leſs than twenty firange Articles, moſt of them, this ( 
groſly Antinom ian; he might have given us more of an 
them from his Diſcourſes, ſuch of them, as 1 have ſeen they 
in Print; but among the twenty Articles, this is one. amo! 
That a converted Perſon cannot fin againſt Light, I with 
that if they ſinned, they thought what they did wa; ſh dinat 
% good.“ The Count being , aſked if a converted MW hold 
Perſon could fin? Said, © he could, if the Lord Jeſus i ble | 
“ left him, but that he was ſure he would not.” niſte 
; The Revd. Mr. Tennant proceeds in his Letter, N and 
« Some of the foreſaid Particulars, I heard the Count of C 
“ aſſert, and the reſt of them Henrich Vihher, and fome For. 
* were heard by both, at different Times, and ſome “ J 
by others. Two of the principal Women that ac- “ te 
* companied the Count, aſſerted their Belief of Con- ¶ dire, 
ſubſtantiation, and one of them ſaid, ſince her Con- ¶ Goy 
verſion, which ſhe alledged was eighteen Years ago, Indi 
ſhe neither ſinned nor doubted;; and the other al- t! 
ledged, a converted Perſon could not Sin.” 4 0 
Having mentioned Mr. Gi. Tennant, I fee a Letter Wit is 
of his dated at Ncau-Brunſebich, December 1½ 1739. to Pre. 
Mr. Whitefield, annexed to the Penſilvanian Queries, in “ a 
which the Revd. Writer ſays, I think it my Duty “ ( 
_ .* to make particular Mention in Prayer of your in- / 
tended Orphan Houſe in Georgia; as alſo, of the ſto 
private Academies of our Friends in Scotland, Eng- rom 
* land, &c. &c. and at my Fathers, that God would Frers 
* proſper them, and incline the People to ſupport for 
them.” Now I would fondly know, what are theſe her 
private Academies in Scotland, England, Sc. Cc? et! 
Or hath Mr. Mbitefeld impoſed upon the Revd. Mr e 
Tennant? „ 

Now dear Sir, to bring this extended Epiſtle to a 
Concluſion. I cannot ſhun thinking, that Mr. Vhite- I 
feld hath done more to promote effectually the Cauſe 

of Epiſcopacy, and a liking to it in Scotland, than all 
the Means, fair or foul, that have been uſed ſince our 
Reformation from Popery, to this Day; and ſuch Ar- 

guings 
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guings as the Apology is filled with, eſpecially from 
the Pen of a profeſſed Preſbyterian, do confirm me in 
this Opinion. Had we need of Mr. Whitefield to be 
an Occaſion of more Strife and Debate among us? Are 
they fewer? Yea are they not increaſed ſince he came 
among us? How can 1 hold Miniſterial Fellowſhip 
with them, who act ſo contrary to National and Or- 
dination Vows, as to join in Fellowſhip with one, who 
holds by the abjured Hierarchy, and is fo exceptiona- 
ble beſides ? * Let any unbyaſſed Perſon tell me, if mi- 
nifterial Fellowſhip with one who preaches, maintains, 
and promotes, an Indifferency about the Government 
of Chriſt's Houſe, can conſiſt with that Part of the 
Formula, “never directly or indirectly, to do any 
* Thing to the Prejudice or Subverſion of our presby- 
* terian Church Government?” Hath it not a moſt 
direct Tendency to ſubvert our Preſbyterian Church 
Government, to encourage one, who preaches up an 
Indifferency about it, and ſays, * that it was never 
© the Intent of our Lord, that his Diſciples ſhoald be 
* one in that; and who hath fo far prevailed, that 
it is openly aſſerted by thoſe who would be eitecmed 
Preſpyterians, That Epiſcopacy and the Supremacy 
* are no Reaſons againſt Communion with ſuch in the 
* Ordinances of the Goſpel.” _ | 

Alas! how much is the Church of Scotland changed 
to the worſe, which was once beautiful as Tirzah, 
omely as Jeruſalem, and terrible as an Army with Ban- 
ners? Her Renown went forth among the Churches, 
or her Beauty, but now ſhe hath plaid the Harlot, 
her Beauty is departed, her Adverſaries are in the midſt 
df her, they now break down the carved Work at once 
th Axes and Hammers. To complain of theſe Things, 
s looked -upon, as a Crime; they that would plead 
vith their Mother, make themſelves a Prey. The fad 
Things that now obtain among us, are cauſing many 
o fumble at the Law, and to abhor the Offering of the 
ord; and alas! too commonly, there is offered to 
he Lord a corrupt Thing; Complaints upon Com- 
laints have been made to Judicatures, becauſe of the 


C 


) 


Intruſion, of Miniſters on Chriſtian Congregations, and 
becauſe they have been denied free and unexceptionable 
Choices; Acts and Deciſions of the national Aſſem- 
blies, have been grievous to many, and as if we had 
not been gone far enough on in a Courſe of Deſection, 
and in the great Evil of cenſaring ſome Miniſters, who 


complained of theſe Things; an Indifferency about 


theſe Matters, is now preached, and greedily {wallow- 
_ed down. | | 1 

It was more than ſufficient to determine the Subver- 
ſion of our eccleſiaſtical Government, and the Free- 
dom of it's Exercife, diſtinct from the Magiſtrate; 
the Porteous Act, for twelve Callendar Months, read 
from the Pulpits of the Majority of the Miniſters of 

this Kingdom; whereby, their Brethren, that could 
not in a Conſiſtency with Preſbyterian Principles, read 
that Act, were declared incapable to fit and vote in 
Church Judicatures ; but now, no more Account muſt 
be made of theſe Things, than as of Meats and Drinks, 
or Matters of Indifferency. / 

Such Authors, who dip their Pen in too much Gall 
againſt them, who ſeparate from Minifters and Judi- 
catures, who have not only by publiſhing the foreſaid 
Act, read an Outlawry againſt their Brethren ; but 
proceed from one Evil to another, of which, the fa- 
mous Apology is a Proof againſt the Author or Au- 


thors, or thoſe who act according to the Doctrine there: 


of; I ſay, ſuch Authors, tell us high Stories of the 
Purity of the Church of Scotland, in her Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government; and that we 
ought not to ſeparate from a true Church. | 


O that there were. Cauſe for what is pleaded this 
Way. The Lord God of Gods, he is Witneſs, that! 


open not my Mouth, nor imploy my Pen, about thee 
Things, from any Diſaffection ro the true Preſbyteri- 
an Church of Scotland; but as one bearing Witneſs 
againſt her departing ſo foully from her own original 
Principles. I mean not in the leaſt to juſtify any un- 
warrantable Separation; but till the Revd. Mr. Currie 
explains his Terms, true Church and Fundamentals, o. 
, : | therwiſe 


ble MW therwiſe than I think he hath done, he hath done no- 
m. thing, in my Opinion, to affect the Cauſe the ſeceding 
ad Miniſters are engaged in; I wiſh they marr it not 
on, I themielves, by ſome new Run into Extremes. | 
ho If by true Church, Mr. Currie means a Church 
out A holding and ſtanding fait in the 'T'ruth, let him prove 
w- che Minifters of the Church of Scot/and---Judicially to 
be doing that; and far ſhall it be from my Heart to 
er- envy the preſent eſtabliſhed Church, its being called 
ee -a true Church; or to think, or ſay, that as ſuch, 
te; I there ſhuuid be any Separation from it: But if by true 
gad Church, be underitood any Society, that we will own 
of I to be really a Church of Chriſt, he goes too far when 
uld WW he fays, that we are not to ſeparate from any true 
zad Church, for this condemns a Separation from the 
in Church of England, which the Diſſenters will own, | 
uſt to be a true Church, in that Senſe ; that it is really a ; 
ks, Church of Chriſt. : | | ' 
I wiſh the Revd. Father had been more determined 
all I in explaining that Term, Fundamentals; for if thereby, 
di- be only underſtood ſuch Things as are fundamental to 
aid our common Hope, if we are not to ſeparate from 
but them who are right in theſe, then we are not to make 
fa- it a Reaſon of Separation, the being wrong upon the 
au- Heads of Worſhip and Government. This would car- 
re | Ty the Matter further than the Apologiſt goes, who, 
the tho he makes not Epiſcopacy and Supremacy, a Rea- 
ne, | fon for this, he bogles, if there be Corruption in 
we | Worſhip; and I believe, ſo would the worthy Mr. 
Currie do, whatever be the native Effect of his Ar- 
this  gument. ; h | 
tl BY If by Fundamentals, be underſtood ſuch Things as 
ice z re fundamental to Doctrine, Worſhip and Govern- 
eri- ment, Mr. Carrie, muſt firſt prove, the Church of 
neſs Scotland, in her Judicatures, and judicial Proceedings, 
inal I to be preſerving ſound and intire, her fundamental 
un- Principles of Government, and to be acting according- 
rrie h; and when he doth that, I promiſe him, I ſhall 
o. condemn Separation as fait as he doth : But ſince Go- 
wik i vemment is a Bond of Union, as well as Doctrine and 


Worſhip ; I muſt be excuſed to ſeparate from them that 
break that Bond of Union, or rather muſt be allowed, 
to call them the Separatiſts, who do break it. I wiſh 
theſe Points had been a little more laboured, it had been 
in my Opinion, . nearer the Purpoſe for, or againſt &. 
paration, in the preſent State of Things, than Argu- 
ments taken from old Practice in this Church; about 
which we are not ſo clearly informed, which hath 
brought forth enough to irritate, and to put Brethren 
more aſynder, but nothing to clear the Debate. Such 
a Thing is a Lie, and ſuch a Thing is a Falfehood, are 
not gaining Arguments. | 
But what need I ſpeak of Government, fince the 
great Cry and Plea now runs upon Union, and Com- 
munion in Ordinances with all thoſe, who are right in 
the Eſſentials of Salvation. So far as this Plea concerns 
the hearing of an Epiſcopalian, I have conſidered it al- 
ready : So far as it affects Union and Communion with 
Miniſters, and Church Judicatures, in Scotland; I know 
it will be pleaded, that our Standards of Doctrine are 
preſerved pure, but are they not ſo in the Church of Erg- 
land alſo? Their Articles are not changed more than 
our Confeſſion of Faith; but will we ſay, that the Church 
of England is not for all that corrupt in her Doctrine, tho 
her Articles are not changed? I wiſh there were more 
Ground than there is, for pleading the Church of Sca- 
' Jand's Purity in Doctrine; for what doth it that we 
have an orthodox Standard, and Miniſters and Preach- 
ers ſubſcribe to it, when ſo much unſound Doctrine 1s 


preached and printed by the Subſcribers ? There have of 


late Years been ſore Thruſts at ſundry precious Truths, 
tho' theſe Things have come under the Animadverſion 
of Judicatures, the Erroneous have been ſtroked with 
ſuch a ſlight Cenſure, that others have taken greater 


Liberty in preaching Error, and ſuch as would complain, 


have been diſcouraged from it, when they ſaw the bad 
Effects of Eſſays of that Kind. 
I can with great Sincerity ſay, that it is a Neceſliy 


laid upon me, when by Word or Write, I complain of 


but thi 


the ſpreading of unſound Doctrine among us; - 
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Propagators are now become barefaced, as ſeeing. that 
they can proceed without Cenſure or Controul, of which 
many particular Proofs and Inſtances might be given. 
But to put the Matter beyond all Doubt, after the 
preſent Principal I Iba: In the College of Fdinburghy 
8 {;ghtly acquitted of a Proceſs relative to his Doctrine, 
he begins to his former Work, in broaching and recom- 
mending, what 1s erroneous ; as he did that Book, in- 
tituled, 75e Life of God in the Sou! of Man, Amo 1739. 
recommending it to Students, Preachers and private 
Chriſtians to form upon. Whatever were the great 
Qualities of Dr. Scougal, its Author; they are ignorant 
of the Doctrine of our Confeſſion of Faith, Who ſee 


not an Oppoſition between it and Dr. Scaugal's Doc- 


trine. There is not any Perſon verſed in the Arminian 
Doctrine, but juſtly claim that Book, as on their Sides 
and ſo Dr. Burnet, who firſt recommended it, did un- 
derſtand it, when he tells us, That the Author con- 
ſented to its going abroad, if what is printed with it; 
* directed to noble Euſebes, ſhould be publiſhed alſo.” 
Altho' the Author of that Book, in a very devout Stile 
offers many, good Things, yet are they ſo prepoſterouſly 

laid, or ſuch Weight and Efficacy, is laid upon them; 
as to ſpoil the Orthodoxy of the Scheme. For Proof of 
this, let us but take Notice, how, according to him, 

we become Partakers of the Divine Nature: We 
* muſt ſhun all manner of Sin: We muſt know what 
* Things are ſinful: We muſt reſiſt Temptations to 
* Sin, by conſidering the Evils they will draw on us: 


We muſt keep a conſtant Watch over our. ſelves: 


* We maſt often examine our Actions: It is fit we re- 
* ſtrain our ſelves in many lawful Things: We mult 
* ſtrive to put our ſelves out of Love with the World i 
We muſt do theſe outward Actions that are com- 


$  manded: We muſt endeavour to form internal Acts 
of Devotion, Charity, Sc. Thus ſhould we exer- 


* ciſe our ſelves to Godlineſs.” By which it ſeems the 


Doctor would have us exerciſed to Godlineſs, before We 
be godly ; he would have us exerciſed to Godlineſs be- 
fore we be made Partakers of ihe divine Nature. Let us 

| N FO Ny: heaf 


hear what he ſays, p. 84. of Dr. Vigurrs Impreſion, 
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& Thus ſhould we exerciſe our ſelves unto Godlineſs, 
« and when we are employing the Powers that we have, 
the Spirit of God is wont to ſtrike in, and elevate 
« theſe Acts of our Soul, beyond the Pitch of Nature." 
N. B. No Word here of changing the Nature, but on- 
ly, © of elevating theſe Acts of the Soul beyond the 


Pitch of Nature, and giving them a divine Impreſſi- 


* on ; and after the frequent Reiteration of theſe, we 


* ſhall find ourſelves more inclined unto them, they 


« flowing with greater Freedom and Eaſe.” 


The being exerciſed to Godlineſs, before we be Pars 
takers of the divine Nature, or in order to the Partici- 


pation of it, is quite other Doctrine, than what we 
read in our excellent Confeſſion, Chap. g. Sect. z. 


« Man by his Fall into a State of Sin, hath wholly loft 


all Ability of Will, to any ſpiritual Good accompa- 


&* nying Salvation; ſo as a natural Man being altoge- 
« ther averſe from that Good, and dead in Sin, is not 
able in his own Strength, to convert himſelf, or to 
e prepare himſelf thereunto.” 

Tho' it is far from us, to forbid or deny the Uſe 6f 
means, we dare not lay on them that Efficay, which 
Dr. Seaugal doth ; nor dare we look on an unregenerate 


Man, uſing means, as exerciſed to Godlineſs. This is 


not the Doctrine of our excellent Confeſſion, Chap. 
16. Sect. 7. Works done by unregenerate men, al. 
„ tho' for the Matter of them, they may be Things 
* which God commands, and of good Uſe both to 
* themſelves and others. Yet, becauſe they proceed 
* not from an Heart purified by Faith, nor are done 
ein a right Manner, according to the Word, nor to a 
* right End, the Glory of God; they are therefore 
*« {infu!, and cannot pleafe God, or make a Man meet 
* to receive. Grace from God. And yet their NE: 
“ glect of them is more ſinſul and diſpleaſing unto God. 


This is quite other Doctrine, & than the elevating our 


* Acts beyond the Pitch of Nature, giving our Acts a 


* divine Impreſſion, that after the frequent Reiterati— 
| « of 
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on of them, we may find ourſelves more inclined to 
« them, they flowing with greater Freedom and Eaſe. 

But I need not ſtay to remark on this Book of Dr. 


| Scougal's recommended by Dr. Wikart, my Opinion 


of the Nature and Tenor of its Doctrine, is juſtified by 
Dr. Wihart himſelf, in his Addreſs to young Miniſters, 
Preachers of the Goſpel, and Students of Divinity, pre- 


| fixed to his late Impreſſion of Dr, Fhichcot's Sermons, 


. 13. If one has read with Attention and Seriouſ- 
* neſs, the laſt Book I took upon me, to revive among 
us, Scougal's Life of God in the Soul of Man, (a Book 
that ſeems to be calculated to all Capacities,) he may 
be pretty well prepared to read theſe Sermons with 
“ Satisfaction and Benefit. p. 4. and 5. of this Ad- 

dxeſs, Dr. Wicbart ſays, To you who are Students in 
Divinity, the Station, I have now the Honour to be 
© in, both entitles me, and makes it my Duty, to give 
* my beſt Advice.----- I do apprehend, you might {til} 
t reap further Benefit by a cloſe Study of theſe Sermons ; 
e which I would recommend to you as a Mine, out ofwhich 
“you may dig, and a Model by which you may im- 
e prove. . I here put into your Hands a Piece of 
* rich Ore, in which you will find the beſt Materials 
* for the Furniture of your publick Performances. Vou 
« have here a rich Collection of the nobleſt Sentiments, 
* upon the Evidences of vital and practical Religion, 
and the Conſiderations that are of the greateſt 
Strength to recommend it to the Heart of Man, and 
apply it the Conduct of Life.” 1 

Dr. Wart p. 7. ſays, © I do not mean to take 
* upon me to defend every Sentiment dropt in theſe 
* Diſcourſes ; far leſs every Manner of Expreſſion as 


dee the moſt accurate.” But I think this but a poor Sal- 


vo for his opening and inviting Students and Preachers, 
to labour in ſuch a Mine of Error and Hetarodoxy, after 
what he hath ſaid immediately before in the ſame Page. 
* Here you have a rich Treaſure of Materials both for 
the Improvement of your Minds and Hearts, and 
for more publick Uſe. I thought once to have illu- 
* rated this by ſome particular Detail; but found 
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« that was likely to lead me to tranſcribe almoſt every 


e Sentiment in the Book.” Dr. Wihart might have 


given us Whichcst's Character alſo, from Biſhop Bur- 
net in the (Hiſtory ot his own Time, p. 306. of the 


Octavo Impreſſion. Whichcot was a Man of a rare 


“ Temper, very mild and obliging. ----- He was much 


for Liberty of Conſcience, and being diſguſted with 
the dry ſiſtematical Way of tnoſe Times, he ſtudied 
* to raxſe thoſe Who converſed with him to a nobler 
Set of Thoughts, 'and to confider Religion, as a Seed 
* of a deiform Nature. In Order to this he ſet youn 
Students much on reading the antient Philoſophers, 
chiefly Plato, Tully and Plotin, and on conſidering 
the cariſtian Religion as a Doctrine ſent fron God, 
* both to elevate and ſweeten human Nature, in which 
he was a great Exampie, as well as a wiſe and kind 
* Inſtruftor.” The Bithop, p. 309, ſpeaking of 
Whichcot and other Divines, then at Cambridge, ſays, 
© They read Ezi/copius much. And the making out 
of the Reaſons of 'I'hings, being a main Part of their 
4 Studies, their Enemies called them Socinians.” 

I ſhould think thoſe to have been very ill diſpoſed 
Perſons who would have been Enemies to ſo ſweet 
blooded a Man as Dr. Whichcot; but if his Doctrine, 
ſavours more of Socinianiſm than any Thing elſe, it 
will not argue Enmity to give every Thing its own 
Name, and Dr. hart will be found to have opened 
up again a p iſenous Mine, the Stems of which, have 

killed many who have digged in it. | 

Whit muit the State of the Church of Scotland be 
when iuch Sermons are recommended by the Head of 
a College, for Students and Preachers to form upon? 
It were well worth the ableſt Pen to be employed on 
this Subject, and to diicover the vaſt Collection of Er.“ 
ror and Heterotoxy, with which theſe Sermons are ſtuffed. 


If believe according to the Doctrine of theſe Sermons, 


comiaon Honeſty, would oblige me to give up with our 

Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms. | 
I ſhali lay before you ſome of the ſtrange Doctrines 
contained theſe Sermons, by which any Perſon but tol- 
. | | | lerably 
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lerably inſtructed, may ſee his erroneous Notions con- 
cerning the Depravity of our Natures, the Method of 
Recovery, the Neceſũty of a Satisfaction to divine Ju- 
ſtice ; the Belief of the Trinity, and Deity of Chritt ; 
the Doctrine of original Sin, and Juftification through 
Faith in Chriſt, as the Lord our Riginceouineis ; the 
Ordinances and Inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt. All which 
are thruſt at one Way or another, by the Doctrine of 
theſe Sermons z' which J might ſhew at large, if it were 
not Time to draw to a Cloſe of this Bpilile. I have 
not Time to range the erroneous Doctrine of the Ser- 
mons, under particular Heads; I ſhall therefore only 
preſent you but with a few, of the many excepti- 
onable and condemnable Points of Doctrine, ac- 
cording to the Order of the Sermons, and it the Mini- 
ſters and Judicatures of the Church of Scotland, will ju- 
ſtify and palliate theſe Things; or under all their pre- 
ſent Pretenfions to a reviving of the Lord's Work a- 
| mong them, ſhall be filent Spectators ot this notorious 
Ir Wrong done to Truth, I behooved to warn every Man, 
to come out from among them, and to be ſeparate. 
But to proceed with a few of many Points, that might 
et de taken from Dr. Michcot's ſo much recommended 
e, Sermons. p. 7. Remiflion of Sins to them that re- 
it “ pent and deprecate God's Diſpleaſure, is the molt 
m “ credible Thing in the World. x6 
P. 11, 12. © Now the Terms of the new Covenant 
ve are poſſible to Sinners, Sc. for if I have offended a- 
* againſt the Rule of Right, I ought to repent of it, 

* confeſs it, and be ſorry for it; and do my Endea- 
of * vour to commit it no more, and there is Keaſon to 
- think that God can pardon, for every's One's Right 
1 „is in his own Power; c. Since therefore it is 
4 God's Right upon the Failure of Obedience, to re- 
ed. I“ duce the Creature by Puniſhment, it is in his Power 
* to abate of Puniſhment, if he pleaſes.” | 
5 P. 12. * Therefore we conclude that all the Inſtan- 
| ces of chriſtian Doctrine, either they are fairly 
nes A knowable, if we ule our Faculties and Underſtand- 
: ing; and theſe are the Iuſtances of Morality, and 

| Princ- 


T 
« Principles of Reaſon; or elſe, if we do conſider theſe 
* Things that are conſiderable in the Caſe, the Things 
* of revealed Truth are of fair and eaſy Belief.” 
P. 13. © As to Morals, we have the full Concurrence 
* with us of zleathen Authors, all thoſe that are any 
* Whit reformed ; and as to revealed Truths, the fe.” 
« yeral Parts of Hiſtory concur in all Things that the 
“ Evangeliſts, declare concerning Chriſt. - No Man 
of any Competency of Knowledge, or Proportion of 
1 Goodnels” Lach riſen up againſt any of the great In- 
* ſtances of Morality, or Articles of the Chriſtian 
% Faith.” 5 5 
P. 14. It is obſervable, that the great Differences 
“that have been between en in the ſeveral Ages of 
„ the World, they have not been about any neceſſary, 
* and indiſpenſable 'I'ruth, nor any Thing that is de. 
“ clared plainly in any Text of Scripture. But all the 
, Differences have been either in Points o fvery curious 
* and nice Speculation, or in arbitrary Modes oi 
 * Worſhip.” | PTE 7 
P. 20. The Grace of the Goſpel, whereby we 
* hope to be ſaved, doth not only give Countenance, 
« Help, real Furtherance and Aſſiſtance to natural 
« 'Truth, which loſt. much by Man's Apoſtacy from 
© God, and ſo needed a Hand to help it up; but 
it alſo doth it's own proper Work, by emptying the 
« Mind of Man of Wilfulneſs, Preſumption, and {elf- 
* Conceit, which is incident to his Nature, and fo 
* making Room for the Help of Grace, and divine 
Aſſiſtance and Forgiveneſs.” 5 
After the Author had ſpoken of the divine Spirit to 
guide and teach Men, he adds, p. 29. Tho' for my 
* Part, I do believe that the Scripture is clear and ful 
« of Light as to all Matters of Conſcience, as to all 
Rules of Life, as to all neceſſary Matters of Faith, 
* ſo that any well minded Man that takes up the Bible, 
and reads, may come to Underſtanding and Satisfac- 
3 I | 
P. 35. © The Matter of the Goſpel, is a vital Prin- 
ciple ſatisfy ing the Reaſon of our Mind, and ſetting b : 
eh 


« ret within ourſelves, as thereby ſeeing. and know- 
& ing that we are out of Danger. What more quiet- 
« ing to Conſcience than to be aſſured, that God to 
« whom we are ſa obnoxious by Sin, is placable and 
& reconcilable of himſelf, through the Perfection of 
« his own Nature, and that he is abſolutely reſolved 
« and engaged by his own Determination and Pro- 
© miſe, to pardon Sin, in and thorough. Chriſt, to all 
te who repent, and believe the Goſpel. This is to be 
« accepted in and through Chriſt, and is the real Ex- 
« plication of Juſtification by imputed Righteouſneſs.” 

P. 43. That which Religion requires, is to find 
« out the Reaſon of Things and to comply with it 
to move according to the Dictates of Reaſon, and 
to obſerve the Order of the End, to avoid ſuch 
Things as will do us harm, to live according to the 
&« Difference of Good and Evil, to do the one and a- 
* yoid the other; which are not poſitive and arbitrary 
% Impoſitions, but they ariſe from Conveniencies and 
. Inconveniencies of our Natnres, States and Rela- 
* tions. | FT | 

P. 63. 64. Here you may have an Account what 

„it is that gives a Check and a Stop to the Motion 
« of the divine Spirit; there is an Error in the firſt 
* Concoftion, which is hardly remedied, which is 
* the Want of Advertency, and Conſideration; Men 
* do not awaken their Principles, but give them- 
* ſelves Leave to do what they cannot juſtify them- 
* ſelves in. Now there is no Place for the further 
Motion of the divine Grace, where the former Grace 
“ js neglected, and rendered ineffectual.” * 
P. 66. © It is an Apology for a finite fallible Crea- 
* ture when he is miſtaken, when he had ſome Rea- 
* ſon for his Miſtake, and if he can but ſhew why 
© he did ſo think, you have him excuſed.” 

P. 79. 4“ It is not to glorify God to think that he. 
„ hath impoſed a Law upon himſelf, or any Way 
® limited or diſabled himſelf, to commilerate in all 
** compaſionable Caſes. 1 . 

Eg 80 


104 | 
P. Bo. * A hundred to one, but the Excellency of 
tc thoſe Men's Divinity, is Sovereignty, to ruin 3 
« great Part of the Creation to ſhew his Power.“ 
P. 102. It is not ſo much the Diſability of Men' 
“ Natures, as their Neglect and Abuſe that Men ate 
not good.” 15 
P. 103. Nature is ſovereign to them that uſe it, 
well, in Reſpe&t of that Modeſty and Averſeneſs, 
* to that which is not fair and handſome; till Men 
t pervert and abuſe Nature's Temper by ill Uſe, 
0 Cuſtom, and Practice; Goodneſs and Virtue, are 
© more ſuitable to Nature's Senſe, than Wickedneſs 
* and Vice” „5 1 85 | 
P. 186. No Man's Mind is changed or bettered 
but by his own particular Conſideration; if there- 
fore you will bring yourſelves to this Temper, to 
do the Things that are lovely: In the firſt Place 
conſider what God is, and what his Actings and 
Dealings with his Creatures are, and if we propoſe 
to ourſelves what God doth in the World, and 
« how he carrieth it in his Family, this Conſide- 
* ration will promote in us this Diſpoſition and 
« Temper.” | | 
P. 190. Wherefore it argues Careleſneſs and 
« neglective Indifferency, to be unreſolved, undeter- 
„ mined in Matters of any Weight in Religion, for 
«« we may fetch moſt of it out of our ſelves, 44. 
Xvii. 27. Awaken intellectual Faculties, ſearch, 
conſider, examine Principles of God's Creation. 
All but what is. properly revealed Truth may be 
found out, all Offices of Piety, Devotion towards 
God, all Acts of Righteouſneſs, all Ways of Mo- 
deration, Kindneſs, Benevolence towards Fellow 
 'Greatures, Subordination of Senſe to Reaſon within 
« thy ſelf.” | | 
Paſſing a great many Paſſages that might be noticed 
I proceed to p. 205. It is a Thing worthy of God, | 
God's Prerogative to pardon, (if it be lawful to put . 
% theſe Thing in Compariſon) is rather more, than 0 
there is Power and Right to puniſh. If God pe 0 
> 7 a : Nl 
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« giſn Sin he doth that which is juſt. But neverthe- 
« leſs God is not by any Attribute of his under a Ne- 
« ceſſity to puniſh Sin; if the Sinner repent, deprecate 
« his juſt Offence and Diſpleaſure, and return to his 
Duty. God doth that which is juſt, if he puniſh. 
“ Sin; but then I dare not ſay, that it is Juſt that 
God ſhould puniſh, or that he were unjuſt if he did 
« not do it. I 6374 . 
P. 208. If the Sinner leave off to Sin, and con- 
« demn himſelf, the Neceſſity of Puniſnment is taken 
tc away.“ . 6 | | 5 22 
P. 212. © Repentance is that which makes a finite 
ed “ Being failing, capable of Compaſſion, if Repentance 
re- did not take Effect, it would be too hazardous for 
to “ Creature to come into Being, if upon a Lapſe, 
ce “an Error or Miſtake we ſhould be undone to Eter- 
nd “ nity, without all Hope of Recovery, who would 
ole “ willingly enter on this State?“ 5 
nd P. 213. Pardon it ſelf is the Act of God, and 
de- depends on the uſe of his Power, God hath Power 
nd “ over his own Right, and may abate of it what he 

« pleaſeth,” TS - 
nd MW F. 215. © Reaſon and Argument are transforming 
er- “ Principles in intellectual Natures, and it is not poſ- 
for “ fible where Men are informed and fatisfied with 
, good Reaſon and Argument, but it ſhould work u- 
ee | „ 
on. | Preaching on Acts xiii 23. Of this Man's Seed hath 
be 6d according to his Promiſe, raiſed unto Iſrael a Savi- 
rds aur, Jeſus, he faith, p. 218. 219. © You lee that 
lo- “ all theſe great Things which concern the Meſſias, 
ow “ and are matter of our Faith, you have them all in 
hig . theſe Words; but in other Inſtitutions of God, you 

have either all or moſt of the Circumſtances left out, 
red and many Things left to chriſtian Prudence, Liberty 
od, “ and good Affection.“ 55 
put In the Lords Supper, we have only in the Inſtitu- 
an tion, che Action and the Explication of the Action, 
pu- but in what Company? What Preparation? At 
i . what Time? How often? In what PoRure? Fs 
0 „ theie 
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c theſe are left undetermined, and there is no Appoint. MW Con 
« ment of God in theſe Matters.” Atte 
P. 222. There is no Superſtition in uſing Thing 
«© not commanded by God, even in the Worſhip of 
« God, if they be comely and ſuch as Reaſon doth 
« allow.” ; 
P, 223. © In Matters of Weight wherein the Ho- 
« nour of God, and the Safety of Men's Souls are con- 
<« cerned, Scripture is punctual, clear, full and par- 
cc. ticular: But as to other Matter they are left to chri- 
« ſtian Prudence, Diſcretion and Fidelity.“ 
IB: © For it is hazardous to a Man in minute 


„Thing be good in itſelf, I am admoniſhed daily how + 
to act by the Rectitude of my Temper, becauſe the W Ma 
« Thing is good in its own Nature and Quality; but can 
< in the other Caſe, I have nothing but the Security MW mij 
« of my Memory.” ; 

P. 295. If we find not reft and greater Satisfac- iſ tha 


© tion in God, than in all worldly Pleaſure and De- I: 


light, it is becauſe we have not exerted our higheſt tho 
% and nobleſt Faculties in that Vigor which we oaght, ſuc 
- but have ſuffered noble Faculties to be inter- Ne 
* rupted by bodily Indiſpoſition or worldly Pleaſure, I I a 


* whereby they become untoward to Things ſpiritual.” WW an 


I have made no Remarks on Dr. Vbichcot's Doc- i Bu 
trine ; I hope there is as much of a Spirit of a /ound if 
Mind remaining in Scotland, as to ſee, at firſt View, yo 


the Unſoundneſs of it. Tho' it is ſurpriſing to me, ta 


that the Miniſters and Judicatures make no Animad- IU ar 


verfion thereupon, eſpecially, as theſe ſelect Sermons iſ th 


are recommended by Dr. V/;/art the Head of a Col: th 
lege, as fit for young Miniſters, Preachers, Studen WU {a 


of Divinity, and private Chriſtians; and at a Time, T 
when ſome Miniiters are publiſhing to the World, Ac- i C 
counts of uncommon Appearances of God's owning the / 
Church of Scotland in her Miniſtrations in an extraor- 7. 
dinary Way. It might be expected that ſuch Paſtor I en 


and People who would have it believed, that the Lord 
is returning in a remarkable Manner, to a dach 
| 3 a 
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and degenerated Church, would have ſhown ſome 
Concern for diſcouraging and cenſuring ſuch barefaced 
Attempts at corrupting the Chriſtian Syſtem. It ap- 
too evident, that if the Seceders, or any who 
take Part with them, in bearing Witneſs againſt Cor- 
ruptions in Doctrine, Morſbip, Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment, be, by one Mean or another, we:kned or diſ- 
couraged, the Church of Scor/and ſhall be eſteemed as 
highly favoured, and in a happy and flouriſhing Con- 
dition, when yet groſs Errors and Deluſions are counte- 
nanced, and recommended by Paſtors and People. 
I inſiſt no longer on theſe Things, nor can I now 
enter upon the other Part of your Demand. When 1 
n this Letter, I was not thinking of writing ſo 
fully, or of ſending you an Anſwer in ſuch a publick 
Manner. If I had ſeen the Apology ſooner which only 
came to my Hand on the ninth of September, you 
might have had this Return ſooner, which is now pub- 
liſhed, and written, I think with ſuch Impartiality, 
that they will be unjuſt to me, who ſhall alledge, that 
I, am for covering or juſtifying the Faults, even of 
thoſe to whom I am moſt affected. My preaching in 
ſuch an impartial Way, hath made an injurious 
Neighbour run about, aſking People, what Principle 
I am of, as if I were neither Epi/copa/, nor Preſbytert- 
an, Independent nor Anabaptiſt, Seceder, nor Acceder : 
But I dare ſay, tho' you had never known me before, 
if you will give any Credit to what I have written; 
you would conclude I am a Preſbyterian, ſtrictly main- 
taining our Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Preſcyteri- 
an Government, to be according to, and warranded by 
the Word of God; and that as ſuch, I am bound by 
that divine Warrand and Authority, to adhere to the 
fame, and that I am one who owns the ſuperadded 
Tyes and Obligations I am under by the national 
Covenant, folemn League and Covenant, and Ordination 
Vows and Engagements, to maintain the ſaid Preſbyte- 
rian Church Government, Doctrine and Worſhip, and to 
endeguaur the Extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, Superſti- 
a tion, 
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Part, or to give up my ſelf to a deteſtable Indi im. 


cipline: Schiſm in, and Separation from a Church iti; t! 


4 hich is honeſt, tho ave be as Reprobates. ----- For aut 


Covenant would come into his Temple, and cleanſe his 


he weuld purify the Sons of Levi, that they may offer 
unte the Lord an Offering in Righteouſneſs, That 


—̃ — 
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tion, Hereſy, Schiſm, Profaneneſz, and wwhatſuny 
hall be found contrary to ſound Doctrine, and the Poun 
of Godlineſs; aud not to make Defection to the contrary 


cy, or Neutrality in this Cauſe, and never to db q 
Thing prejudical to, or ſubverſive of the ſaid priſy WiT,y 
terian Church Government, Doctrine, Morſbip and Dib 


holding faſt theſe her own original Principles, I ab. 
Hor and diſclaim, I wiſh it could be ſo ſaid, of all the 
Miniſters, Elders, Deacons, Fudicatures and People in 
Scotland, who at the Time they are profeſſing them 
ſelves to be Preſbyterian, are ſo very unlike it, in 
ſome ' notour Practices, and now ſo openly declared 
Principles. „„ | 

I pray the Lord may pity and forgive ſuch Miniſten 
and People, who inftead of looking narrowly in to 
the low Eſtate. of the Church of Scotland, are deeming 


them ng leſs than guitly of the Sin againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt, who would guard People againſt every Per. 
ſon and Engine, that tends to bring in Error, Cor. 
fuſton and Deluſion. Permit me dear Sir, to borrow 
the Apoſtle's Words, 2 Cor. xiii. 6. 7. 8. But I tf 
that ye ſhall know, that we are not Reprobates . 
Mau TI pray to God, that ye do mo Evil, not that 
ws ould appear approved, but that ye ſhnuld do that 


can do nothing againſt the Truth, but for the Truth. 
O that the Lord would clear the Jadgments of all that 
may be deceived, or miſtaken, that awe may all call 
upon the Name of the Lord, and ſerve' him with one 
Conſent. Zeph. iii. 9. That the Lord would give us 
one Heart, and one Way, that he would ariſe and have 
Mercy on the Church of Scotland, in which he hath hade 
his dwelling in Time paſt, that he Meſſenger of the 


«yn Houſe, and thruſt out the Buyers and Sellers, that 


the 
Ord: 


* 
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P 
Ordinances in Scotland may be pure and intire, power- 
ful and ſucceſsful, and pleaſant unto the Lord, as in 
the Days of old, as in former Times; and that the 


Hen, Lord would preſerve from a Spirit of Error, and Strong 
40 an Delzſuns, becauſe we have not received the Love of the 
probs b: That he would raiſe up many, who may un- 
d Dijs trſtand the Times aud what the Iſrael of God ſhould db, 
77 js the ſincere and hearty Prayer ß, & 

ab- ER 
Ul the 
ople in | | 
a | 8 X, 
it, in | 3 
clare : Yours in all dutiful Reſpects, 
niſten | ; 7 
in to 


=" JOHN BISS Er. 


Cor: Aberdeen, October, : | ; : 
orrow 26th 1742, Miniſter of the GOSPEL 
=: | in Aberdeen. 
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% IN o E writing the above, J have ſeen a Letter 
„% of Mr. hitefeld's addreſſed to the Revd. Mr. 


1 lilliſm of Dundee, giving his Sentiments about the 
1 2 Path of Supremacy, a catholick Spirit, &c, dated at Cam- 


ang, Auguſt 17th, 1742. wherein he ſays, As tg 
of the 8 My Sentiments as to the Authority 
„ ud Power of the civilMagiltrate,as to ſacred Things, 
"_ - 85 , * _ 4 agree... 
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ct agree with what is ſaid in the Veſiminſter Confeſſion 
* of Faith, Chap. xxiii. Par. 34, and 4%, I do own 
er the Lord Jeſus to be the bleſſed Head and King of 
„ his Church.” I could few at Length from the ec- 
cleſiaſtical Law of England, that they own that the 
Church hath a divine Right of Government, ' but the 
Exerciſe of this Right in Foro Exteriori, in eſtabliſhe? 
Courts, depends on the Magiſtrate. They that would 
be ſatisfied in this Matter, · may read Gray the Rector of 
Hinton's Abridgement of the eccleſiaſtical Law of Exg- 
land. The Engliſh Clergy at the ſame Time, they ſwear 
the Supremacy, will aſſert in as ſtrong Terms, as Mr. 
Whitefield doth, © That the Lord Jeſus is the bleſſed 
„Head and King of his Church.” And with the Salvo 


of their Diſtinction, of a divine Right of Government in 


the Church, from Jeſus Chriſt, and a Right in Foro Ex- 
reriori, derived from the Magiſtrate, they would make 
no Scruple to ſubſcribe theſe Articles of the Weſiminſter 
Confeſſion, referred to, and acknowledged by Mr. 
Whitefield. But if Mr. Whitefield would have renounced 
the Supremacy in the Senſe it is owned by the Church 
of England, and denied by the Veſiminſter Confeſſion, 
he ſhould for that:End have hit on right Articles of that 
Confeſſion, as Chap. 30th, Sect. 1, The Lord Je- 


„ ſus as King and Head of his Church, hath therein 


e appointed a Government in the Hand of Church 
« Officers, diſtinct from the civil Magiſtrate. Chap. 


4 XXV. Sect. 6. There is no other Head of the Church 


« but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Nor can the Pope of 
« Rome in any Senſe be Head thereof, but is that An- 


4 ti-Chriſt, that Man of Sin, and Son of Perdition, 


« that exalteth himſelf in the Church againſt Chriſt, 
cc and all that is called God.” — 

Mr. Whitefield ſays, © he is far from being againß 
% Church Government, for how can any Church ſubſiſt 


„ without it?“ But what is this to the Purpoſe of re- 


tracting his Errors on the Head of Government, unleſs 


he had declared his Belief, that the Lord Jeſus as King | 

and Head of his Church, hath eſtabliſhed ſuch a Go- 

vernment in his Houſe, which the Church ought a 
» * 3 7 
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yto Ain, and not to come and go upon, a8 2 mat- 
Age Indifferency, and ought to maintain as a Bond of 
Union "amongſt themſelves. 

But ſays Mr. Vhitefield, That ſince holy Men 3 
« differ about the outward Form, I would bear with, 
and converſe freely with all others, who do not err 

in Fundamentals, and who give Evidence, that thex 
« are true Lovers of the Lord Jeſus.“ Mr. Whitefield 
hath ſaid nothing here at all for juſtifying his Practice in 
outward Church Communion with all that err not in 
Pundamentals, which is by far a higher Matter of Im- 
portance, 'than .the hearing and couverſing with them, 
What he ſays, is a mere Evaſion. 

He adds, This is what I mean by a catholick Spi- 
« rit, not that I believe a Zew or Pagan, continuing 
« ſuch, can be a true Chriſtian, or can have true Chri- 
«* ſtianity in them, and if there be any Thing tending 
that Way in the late Extract, which I ſent you,[ utterly 
7 diſavow 1 it, and I am ſure, I oblerved no ſuch Thing 
* in it, when I publiſhed it; tho' upon a cloſer Reviews 
90 ſome Expreſſions ſeem juſtly exceptionable.“ 

It ſeems whatever have been. the miſtaken Reſpects of 
my Revd. and very worthy Father Mr. Willi ſon, to Mr. 
Whitefield, he and I have had the ſame Notion of Mr. 
Whitefield's Extract. The Queſtion is not what Mr. 
Whitefield took to be the meaning of that Extract, but 

what is the real obvious meaning of it ? It is not his 
general Acknowledgement of ſome Expreſſions exception- 
able in it, when quarrelled thereupon, that will ballance 
his hearty embracing, and warm Recommendation of it. 
But this is Mr. Vhitęfield's Way, either deſignedly or raſh- 
ly, to get his erroneous Traſh ouce propagated, and diſ- 

inated, and when he cannot hold theſe Things, when 
fairly found Fault with, he gives us a ſlight Acknow- 
ledgement, O he did not mean ſo, he did not ſee ſuch 
Errors if he had ſeen them, he would have diſavowed .. 
them ; butwe find him notat the ſame Pains to propagate 
his RetraQations, as he is at to diſſeminate his Errors. He 
makes flight Acknowledgements to ſome particular 
Trends, but what by theſe Things to the curing of the 
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on this Part of his Letter, add a few Sentences from 
the Publiſher of Mr. Ca/dwwe/'s Sermon. © He (Mr, 
% Whitefield) has made a Sort of Recantation, and af. 
« fects a wonderful Ignorance of what was contained 
in the Extract recommended by him, as containing 
* the Sentiments of his Heart. The Book. is, Mr. Law? 
« Appeal to Infidels, Ic. and he ſays, he has read it. If 
ſo, it is hardly poſſible his Recantation can be ſincere; 
there is not perhaps, one of a tolerable Underſtand- 
ing in the Nation, who, after having read the whole, 
would have taken the Extract in the Senſe, he pre- 
© tends to takeit, in his ſham Recantation. | 
The Readers of this Letter of Mr. Whitefie/d's will 
notice how Careful he is to diſtinguiſh in his Reſpects to 
the Yeliminler Confeſſion, aſſerting © his Belief of all 
* the Doctrines of Grace there held forth.” But he 
paſſes over the other Articles, he is not minded to ac- 
knowledge his Belief of them. If the Revd. Mr. Willi. 
ſon be pleaſed with this Letter, againſt which, I might 
have enlarged my Exceptions; he is become eaſier to 
pleaſe, than he hath been ſometime of his Miniſtry ; 
wherein he hath been long a worthy Labourer. 
The Publiſher of Mr. Ca/4wel's Sermon, lets me ſee 
what I am to expect for my Oppoſition to Mr. White- 
field. © We have had Letters printed in the Bo/fon Ga- 
* zette, repreſenting the Church of Scotland, (except 
« a few that are Admirers of Mr. Whitefield,) as re- 
“ maining dead and formal, as before, and without 
„ Succeſs.” I have the juſteſt Cauſe to complain of 
Deadneſs and Unſuccesfulneſs ; but I humbly think, 
that my Oppoſition to this ſtrolling Impoſtor, whole 
Cheats in due Time, I hope, will be diſcovered, is no 
Evidence of it. "7. A 
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